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THE 
Divine Inſtitution 


O F i 


Mimfiry and Ordinances, 


(As has bin Profeſſed by thoſe of that Perſna/zon] 
Aﬀerted and Proved from the 


WORD of GOD. 


Hebrews 8. 5,6. Moſes was admoniſhed of God | k 
ſaying, ſee that thou make all things according to the |* 
Pattern ihewed thee in the Mount: But he [. & 
Chrif }] hath obtained a more excellent Miniftry,f9c, 

Hebrews 3. «,6. Moſes verily was faithful in all his | 
[i. e. God's ] Houſe as a Servant, Gr. but Chrift as.a | 
Son over his own Houſe, whoſe Houſe are we. -E 

Exek. 43- 11. If they be aſhamed of all that they haveÞ 
done, ſhew them the form of the Houſe, and theFÞ 


faſhion thereof, and the goings out thereof, and thef 
comings in thereof, and all the Ordinances thereof, 


and all the forms thereof [ i.e. of the Ordinances ] 
and all the Laws thereof, and write it in their | 
that they may keep the whole form thereof, and all | Þ 


the Ordinances thereof, and do them. 
By Iſaac Chauncy, M. A. "RW 
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LL True Religion wherein Man can have 
any acceſs unto God, with acceptation, 
muſt be revealed to him by God ; 

| For tho Humane Reaſon, and the re- 

maining innate Light in Fallen Man, may ſhew 
him that there is a God, and but one God (as it 


hath done to ſome of the Heathen Philoſophers ) 
And that this God 15 to be ſerved and worſhip-| 


ped by the Intelligent Creatures which he bath 
made, from his Ripht over them by Creation and 
Providence ;, and alſo from the Impreſſion of ſome' 
Moral Principles yet abiding, Rom. 1. 20. &,24 
14,15. And ſo far Natural Religion bath gone of 
i ſclf,, by the condutt of the natural lipht of Rea- 
fon and Conſcience only ;, Yet never any fatther, 


tend to know what God 15 in his Eſſence and Sub- 


without Divine Revelation, or beyond, or other- 
wiſe than he bath revealed 1s the highe$t and mo#t 
irrational Preſumption in the World that vain Man 
who would be wiſe, can be Guity of : For if 
Adam #2 Eden before the Fall, notwithſtanding 
all the perfetion of his Creation, muſk have a 
divine Revelation over and above, to diret# his 


unto God : How much more is ſ.ch Revelation 


| 


pI 


READER*« 


right- behaviour there, in bis duty of obedience | 


and rarely fo far ;, ſuch 1s the loſt and deplorable} 
Fate of Fallen Man. But for any Man to pre-} © 


foftence; and how this God will be worſhipped | 


A 2 need [fa | 


ey | 
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| iy To the Reader. 
needful to him and bis Apoſtate Race ſince the| | 
Fall ? Let them that deny the neceſſity of Re- 
gvelation to the knowledge of what God is, and 
how he ſhould be worſhipped aright* for his Glory, 
$and Adarxs Eternal W, elfare, if they own the Serip- 
tures to be the Word of God ( which many ſuch; 
do not, therefore not t) be Diſputed with as Chri- 
Lans, but as Fleathens and Taftdels) but read 
the Scriptures ſeriouſly, and for the preſent a few 
places here noted (' only confader them well ) Job 
$11.6, 7,8, 9, 12. la. 55. 8,9. Dent. 29: 29. 
Rom. 1. 21. 233; 23; (Clit, "BY; 34, 2d. * 3 Cor. 
2.10, IT, 12, 14, 16. & a3, 18; 19,204 '] | 
| Tho moſt that profeſs themſelves Chriſtians date | 
not explicitely deny the truth of 'mhat ts above aſ- 


.-- 


ferted; yet many of them do fraftically and in-| | 
terpretatively deny it, by meaſuring © the deep] | 
hings of God,: azd the. Find of the Spirit, mot 
- ez # /4f, comparing ſpiritual things with fpt- | 
* fritpal, bat by their vwn carnal, ſhallow and falla- 
cious reaſonings and Imaginations, as alſo-by Pak- 
mp up ſuch ways of Worſhip which be never of- 
dained ; built wholly, or for the moſt part, upon Hu- 
 Ymane Authority, Laws, Tradition, Intereſt, &c. but | 
at on Chrit. Such hath bin the abomination | | 
1C/ance the working of the Myſtery of iniquity) | 
which bath made all true - Religion deſolate 1n the 
preatest part of the World profefſing it, or pre- 
tending thereto, 
|'- Wherefore as to matter and manner of Divine| | 
Worſhip, the great thing controverted in the World, | 
among the many Ways profeſſed and praGifed 'is, 
Who'can lay the beſt Claim to Divine' Autho- 
rity. "4nd hence it is that We ( pretending aifo to 
the like claim.) do here, not only declare what we 
288 | hold; 
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{te5# Objections which are made apainft the Dj- 
| following Diſcourſe. 


\known'to be the avowed Principle and Pradice of} 
ſuch as are of the Congregational Perſuaſagn, 


To the Reader.: V 


hold im this weighty Point, but make our. Plea. for 
the beſt Right t> Divine Authority For the wor+ 

p of God in. Congregational Churches. : 
Which being the Sum and Defign of the enſuing 
Treatiſe, *tis needleſs bere to inſet 0. E 5g 

And if this appear to be. a juſt Plea, it might 
be enough to lay a ſufficient Obligation :. upon. the 
Minds and Conſciences of all ſuch as fear: God, ont 
of true Love and Loyalty to Jeſus ChriFF to fall in 
mmediately to a chear ful compliance therewith, 1] 
obſervation of all things which he hath comman- 
ded, looking upon ſuch' a ponderous weight in the} 
ballance of the Sanctuary, abundantly enough to 
weigh down all other oppoſite Arguments of a lower| 
alloy, ariſing from Prejudice, carnal Reaſon, or the 
Spirit of the World, | 
But becauſe ſuch carnal Reaſonings, ly as ſlung- 
bling-blocks before many, keeping them from 
a- ready embracing the ways of God, it may not be. 
amiſs to. ſpeak ſomething briefly to ſome of the. grea- 


vine Inſtitutions bere laid before the Reader inthe} ; 


My 
1. Some-are ready to accuſe the Congregatigef © 
nal Pradice and Principles, AS not comporting Y 
with Civil States and Government,;.and. {of 
would render them. odious to Princes. 1... 
Anſw. Theſe are either de:tly prejudiced againſt 


all the Ways of God, or ſpeak evil of ſuch ming? 
which they know not: For,. it's ſ:fficrently 


That there's no Power but of God, and or- 
dained by-him, ard that they oh to. be ſubjeeF | 
to -Magiitracy for Conſcience ſake, to pay. Tri- 
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; | Fees to Flumane Will. or Laws in ſpiritual things ;, 


vi To the Reader. 
'bute, aud. give unto Ceſar'the'things that are 
Cefars. Their Lord and Maſter ſet bimſelf for 
| ther Example in this, and bath left it, with his Pre- 
cept upon; Record, which they dare not but obey. 
1. . 2. Their Principles. are diametrically oppoſite to 
(tbe aſſuming or claiming a Power over, of ſhare in 
the Government of the Civil State, by wirtue of 
. Fany Eccleſiaſtical Relation, Atiniſkerial or other, 
ji bat they lay. claim toof Civil Rights and Privi- 
Hedges is no more than what 15 equally due to them 
| Iwitb other SubjeGFs. 

' þ 3. As they are bound to believe by the Word of 
'-: God, That they ought not to ſubjet# their Conſeien-- 


 o-they bekene it belongs not to them to ſubordinate 
and ſubjett Magiſtratick Power and Laws to Church: 
þCenfures, or require them to be Executioners there- 
pf Chriſt's Governmeut.in bus Churches being com- 
| |  Baleat\ enough within its ſelf to anſwer all the ſpiritu- 
» | tat ends and purpoſes thereof, for n hich it was Or- 
| tdained, without the inſtrumentality-of any foreign: 
© | i Teoercive power whatſoever. | 
Et 4. When Chriſt firſt inſtituted Churches, and for 
* Tmmany:Tears after, they were to be under Heathen 
* | FEmperars;;which ſhewed (1.) That he did not Or- 
' | darn. fuch.a- Conſtitution as was deſtructive to any 
' Civ, Government, even the worlt. (2.) That the 
Qeconomy eretted by Chriſt and hs Apoſtles was 
' Wauffcrent to, anſwer all Intents and Purpoſes of Ec- 
F1 fa hraſtical Juriſdiction without dependance mpon 
[the States and Princes of the. World for the execy- 
| _ thereof, and was fully prattical under any 
Civil Powers, wbo would but. permit the Profeſſion 
bf Chriitianity according to Mens Conſciences. 


| , 


-.- 2, If any Alledge, That the Congregational 
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| Praftice abridgeth the People of their Liberty. 


fon,” this all Religions muſt profeſs to reſtrain ;, that | | 
| which doth not., 15 not to be called Religion 3 axd 


.than a Civil Corporation-Goyernment deprives 


| of the Body ;, none are impoſed. ' 6; As all Tv 


| ſons like thoſe Societies beſt that ftand npon the ſtriQ- 


To the Reader. vii 


We: anſwer 1. If by liberty be meant liberty'ta 


this 18 10 more than all Chriftian Magiſtrates 0 = 
to do. Beſides, a liberty to Sin 16. the moſt 
bolical Slavery in the World. 2. Our Way % 
prives Men of no lawfwl' Civil Labertves. 

doth: no more deprive Men of Spiritual Libetthe, 


Aden of Civil Liberties. For 1, Both-the one and | * 
the other have the mo$+ deſrrable Immunities and 
Priviledges granted by Charter in their reſpe@iva | + 
kinds. 2. There are no Members made by a oo- 
ercive power, all voluntarily offer themfel ys. 
3. There are no Members admitted of caſt ont\by 
an Arbitrary and Deſpotick Power, but all 1s dome{(t 
the conſent of the Body Poiitick. 4. A Church 
made a Priſon to none, but any one may de 
another orderly and regularly; when called t | 
5. As all Members are-admitted, fo all-Miniftt 4 
rial Officers are choſen by Confent and Apreemept3 
5H Þ 
the Netghbourhood as to matter of fats, foina'S, 
ritual Cooperation all ſuch Judicial Proceedj 
in a way of Tryal firſt in the Charch by the oth 
hood, upon whoſe Judgment of Guilty ont Gul } 
ty, the Elder paſſeth Sentence of Condemnat) wn 7 
or Abſolution. : 


3. If any ojet} Stritneſs of the Terms} f , 
Admin. It 18 Anſwcred 1. All Vertuous P 


510 


of offending Per ſons in a Ciyil Corporation; 


eft Terms of Admiſſion, for they. are likely to he | 
pureſt. 2. Have nt all Families , Comtpanies,,Con- 
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| vi1j To' the Reader. 
porations their Terms of Admiſſion which they will 
ſtand upon ? Is it not fit you ſhould be qualified as 
the Society expedFs, and ſubmit to-the Laws of the 
Soctety- by expreſs Apreement * Is it fit you ſhould 
xs - dave Immunities of a Family, or other Society, 
wit 


out the firſt you are unmeet, without the latter un- 
E | governable: 3. The Terms are reaſonable, and as 
| "Jeaſte as poſſible for a Spiritual Society, .a houſhold 
 [ofFaith ; as 15 made appear in the following Trea- 
tiſe, And whatever ſlight Terms of Admittance 
you are for, whilſt a non-Member ; if you have the 
true Grace of God in your beart; when you become 


A 


* Fadmted, left it ſhould make ſuch a -foul- Houſe as 
> [your-ſelf will not be able long to endure. 
= þ ©4: Some one will-ſay or think, 1 am loth to 
= kcome-under the Obſervation, Obligation and 
= {Charge of Church-Memberſhip :- I hope I ſhall 
= Feb to. Heaven without it, tho I would willing- 
Py have my Child baptized. 
EF Anſ. 1. Take this altopether, and it's a great 
* Peſtion-whbether ſuch an one bath Grace in bts heart, 
mT or bath'ary 2ood grounds of Hope that-he-ſhall go. 
Fit Heaven : For it-arpues looſneſs of beart and life 
” [xd Covetouſneſs which is Idolatry ; yea, and 
* Bplzin' Hypocriſie, that be would bave bis Child bap- 
© Wized, meerly for form and Reputation ſake, For I 
would ſay toſuch an one, 1. 1s not one Seal of the 
EICogtnant of as much weight to a Behever as ano- 
ETther 2 * Wilt: thou baptize thy:Child' as thy duty, and | 
4 meplet# the other Seal for thy Worldly Advantage, 
* | and ſo indulge thy ſelf in Sin ? By what right doſs 
M4 thou claim-Baptiſm for thy Child ? . 1s it by vertue 
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ta die qualification and obligation ? With- | 


a Membey, you-will not be-willing others ſhould beſo | 
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$f Abrahant's Covenant ? And doſs thou openly pro- 
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feſs it, and wilt not ſtipulate to the ſaid Covenant ? 
How art thou ſuch a Child of Abraham as the 
| Bleſſing is come upon ? ſurely not the, Bleſſng of | 
| Church- Memberſhip. Obz. But I hope my .In-| 
fant hath right to Baptiſm,tho Iam noChurch-| 
Member, - Anf. He that bimſelf 1 5.ſuch, as thatif 

he were un-baptized, be bath no right to Baptiſm, | 
Cannot plead right for his Child : But no non- Meme | 
| ber can plead right to any Seal, the Seals of the Ca-. | 
| venant being prven to the C burch, and not to the] 
World ;, nor one Seal-to the World, and'the other to 
the Church. Obj. But L am a Member of the] 
'Catholick Church by my- Perſonal Govenanting 
Frith God. Anf. 1.'Who knows what. thy private 
and ſecret ations he-;, towerifie-the Truth of what 
thou ſaiſt, the Church calls thee to Covenant with 
God and them : 'f thou wilt partake of the Prigi= | © 
ledges: of the Church, and if thou haſt bim, feriaus, 1 

Couenanting privately, thoa wilt be as mw of 
Covenant openly with God and bis Church: he 

that Covenants ſocially, Covenants but ob; 
and he that Covenants with C brift, Covenants with} - 
him ſocially, tho ſecretly, for be takes him a4. Head © 
of the AyStical Body. $0 that the Notioncof \PEtn 5 
ſonal ard Social Cevenanting \makes not a. legal 3 
diſtinQtion, having no frfficiernt: diſſentaniety.. of | © 
parts, they differing: but ratione only: 4nd {0. arg > 
but diverſa.,not Fatione & re,ſo as to kecuera: aPn 
poſita. --'2. Such perſonal Cavenanting\as Ou ith 
tend, (1f'5t be real) makes you -= a Meueter, 
the Myſtical Body of Chriſt, not. of any Vil 
Church, which alont7s the Tubjeld 0 of the Seals. 
other Ordinances. 3. The Proſelytes. publickly &q 
braced Abraham's Covenant, and. joined. £0. che þ' 
Clues thereby, under the Old Ine Jef they f 


were. 
__ — 


| Land of Moab juſt before they paſſed over Jordan, 


| 


—— 


X To the Reader. | 
were circumcifed, and under the New Teſtament be- 
fore they were baptized. For the firſt ſee Deut.29. 


IT, 12, where the Stranger covenanted publickly 
with the Lord and ſocially with that Church in the| 


| 


.and were circumciſed by Joſhua, ch.s. 2, 3, 4. Fer 
the latter ſee AQts 2.39,41. Peter makes them that 
, manifeſted their Repentance, to ſtipulate publickly to 
' Abraham's Covenant before they were baptized ; 

And as many as declared their glad recetving and | 
entbracing the Promiſe for themſelves and Seed were 
omar for they who did not explicitely declare | 


bf ; 1 ou /1 meſt greatly agat «oh God if thou dot not : 
"Nos F Abrahans s Bleſſmp,” And wilt thou exclu 


Ys bleſſed withal in Chriſt Fefus, And ſhall not that| 
; J e Pained by thee ? 3. A Believer in Chriſt bath| 


þ "nts = be. of that Body Polttick to whom be is thel 
eas? of that Houſe over which be 15 Lord, that| 
[bor mon offer ſpiritual Sacrifices ? * 5. He bath 


much were not baptized, as appears by the Text.| 
Ina Word, Doſt thou profeſs to be a Chriſtian #| 
” have received Chri#t by Faith for righteouſneſs, | 
'and life, and to live Godly im Chriſt Jeſus ? It is thy 
Duty then to join thy ſelf in Church-Fellowſhip, and 


bs a 


7; Church- Memberſhip 15 one of the great Fig | 
eth 


/ bY from any Þ art of fo great a Gift 1 i © Church- 
[Memberſhip j a Spiritual Bleſſing that a Believer 
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Mel Church Bleffings, And wilt thou looſe thy 


* Chriſt *15 precious to thee in all bis 
fc Foes: im his Relations : as Head of the Body, | 
poftle* and Hiph-Pricſt of thy Profeſſion ;; Wilt | 


alleditb.e ont of the-World, and thou art bound to 
out and be ſeparate, and Covenant with os, 
50 -However thou. profeſſeſt to be with wack ; 


——_———— ""_ ”” FIR > kt _. 


es x or want of Claim ? 4. If thou art al 


” A. AW. 


4.» + 0 COT I 


= - rn OO 
pry <4 >. at bo 
CET TIRES WT TAS, *_.- adgip+ + 


this thou art againſt bim, and ſcattereft abroad. 
ſo art become a living Stone ? then thox. art to come 


ſhip, to be built up a ſpiritual Houſe, and united 


To the Reader. Xi | 


7. Haſt thou taſted that the Lord 1s gracious, and 
to Chriſt the chief Corner-Stone in Church-Fellow- 


therein by Joints aud Bands, to be a fellow-Citizen 
of the Saints, and to help to fill up a boly Political 
Temple for a Habitation of God by the Spirit. 
8. Thou wilt never grow kindly in Grace out of a 
Church ;, for that 1s God's Garden, bis Vineyard 
which he Plants, Prunes, Waters with Bleſſmgs con- 
tinually on all the means of Grace there. 9, What 
Fellowſhip canſt thou bave in the World ? What 
communion hath Chriſt with Bel:al, Light with 
Darkneſs,&c.? 10. Thou lyeft open to multitude 
of Temptations :, and no wonder if God ſuffers them 
to prevail. 11. Thou thinkeft thou gaineſt as to the 


thou not carry out much and bring. mn little, and, put 
what thou getteſt into a Bag with Holes.? 12, To 
join to a Church of Chrif# 1s the highe#t way- of 


 Lplorifyiag God wifably in the World. 13. Thowcanſs| 
never have that Communion with God out of Churcb«\ 
Fellowſhip as in. 14. Whilſt thox profeſſeſt Chra#1| 

and continue(t a non- Member, thay art.a-ſcandat| 


World by not engaging in Church-Fellowſhip, and| 
i ſaiſt it 15 10t time to build God's Houſe, | but doF# 
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Now laſtly, It may be expefted that, we give ſore 
Reaſous of Publiſhing this ſmall Treatiſe..'Tbe Regs. 


tereſt of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; which 4s the main. 


ſubordination thereto. 2., Becauſe. it's timeto\build,' 


be blows upon our outward things, .and Waſhs 


to thy Profeſſion,and a means to harden the-wicked. |, 


ſons are briefly theſe: 1. For the Honour, and In-\, 
End deſigned, and all the following reaſons are-in| 
and God in, his Provid.nce plainly ſpeaks it;: 4m that | 
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4 To the Reader, 


daily, becauſe we let-the Houſe of Godly mate. 3.To 
windicate our elves againſt our falſe Accuſers, who 
render us ſuch as have little regard to the obſerva- 
tion of whatever Chriſt commands. 4. Becaufe moſt 
of #be Writings of the faithful Builders are out of 
Print., or not eafily obtained, 5. Becauſe many good 
People that bave a love to Chris ,and deſire to walk 
in obedience to all God's Commandments, want due | | 
| infFrudFion in theſe Points. Hence it was earneFtly 
defored that we would Publiſh ſuch a ſhort Treatiſe, | I | 
and we dare not withhold the Truth in unrighteouſ- 
neſs. 6. Becauſe of the great degener ation and de- 
clnation of the life of Chriſtianity, and ſtedfaft and 
cloſe walking of Churches in all the parts of Goſ- 
pel-Order, that they may repent and do their fir ﬆ# 
works. 7. Not to impoſe on the Conſciences of 
any, but to bold forth unto them what light we have 
received from the Word of God, for the illuminati- 
lon of the ignorant, the ſtrengthening the weak, 
Tremoving ſtumbling-blocks from ſuch as are offend- 
led at us, and encouragement of all ſuch as arewill- 
11mg and ready to build. Hethat hath Ears to hear 
* (et him hear what the Spirit faith unto the 
”- {Churches : In which,Glory be to God'by Jeſus 
© {Chriſt throughout all Ages, World without 
 [End, AMEN. 
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Errata : Page 2. live 7. r. Congregation Was. p. 11.1.22, 
T. ſocial 3p.13.1.21. dele punfum, © for Ther. the z p. 18. 
11:6. af. for is, 7. are; p20. 1.2. 7.Catholicy ; p. 38.1.15. 
anyone, 7-hez Þ-'41.1.5.7. themſelves ; p. 46. 1, 17. 

r.. diſcerned 3 p. 73. Margin. 7.4 Num. 3. 10, I. 
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Congregational chu 
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| Of the meaning of the Word Church : A 
| Meeting-Place no Church : It's a ſpiri- 
| tual Building but it's God's, not Man's 
| Buildi ag, ſuch are n:t G od's C burches, 
| many of which there are : Notes to 
| diſcern true or falſe by : Chriſt the 
| #He ad of a trize Chu? #- 4 Church the 
| Body of Chriſt: ow Chriſt's Body 
TS... j. + Poarrhy What a True Church 
ts not made of : And what it is not : 
And what it 1s : What the remote and 
next genus of a Church, 


4 

Se. 1. | H E Word Church or 
Kirk, is moſt likely 

to be deſcended of 


the Greek words xvgs %ix©& contracted 
xugrolx  fipnif/ing the Houſe of 


tion of i It, 4s by this Interpretation, 
| That a Church is domus dyminica, Or 


| B God's 


——— 


God, =. And hence the beſt Nota- ' (a) 1-Tims| 
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b Fud. 18. 
> 
2 Chr0.3. 

© 4. * 6 
© 24. 5. 
c Att 7.38 
'd Hebr. g. 
11H 
e Eph.2.19 
1f 1 Pet. 2. 


5 


| la more than uſual Preſence in the 


God's Houſe, wherein he dwells by 


World. Of old God choſe a Materi- 
al Houſe to appear and manifeſt 
himſelf in to his Church of Iſrael Þ , 
but as thoſe Buildings were not the 
Church, but the Congregations 
were©:; £$o in the New Teftament 
days more eſpecially, God's Church 
is not a Houſe or Building artificially 
made by Man, but another Building, * 
2. e, a ſpiritual Houſhold ©,or Build- 
ing *, 

8 2. Tho ſome think a Place of 
meeting ordinarily for the Worſhip 
of God in Publick, may, by a Meto- 
nimy, be called a Church in an im- 
roper ſence ; and ignorant People 
from ſuch Uſage take iuch a Place to 
be ſo, yet it doth appear plainly, 
That there is no juſt grounds from 
Scripture to apply ſuch a Trope to 
an Houſe for a Publick Aſſembly, 
1. Nothing is more evident by Scrip- 
ture, than that an Artificial Build- 
ing 1s not a Church ; for the Apoſtle 
Paul wrote his Epiſtles to Churches, 
which could not be Dead-Walls, but 
to a People =. 2. God purchas'd his 
Church with his Blond », which 1s a 
People, not Artificial Houſes, 3. We 
are commanded to give no offence 
to the Church of God ©, which can- 
not be.meant of a Meeting-Houlſe, 
not capable of offence. 4. Paul pers, 


—— 
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ſecuted the Church of God 9, which 
could not be the Meeting-Place, nel- 
ther had the Church then any cer- 
tain Meeting-Place. - 5. There 1s no 
Houſe or artificial Building in Scrip-, 
ture called a Church. 

$. 3. By way of Similitude, and 
Metaphorically, a Church 1s called an' 
Houſe, a Temple, or Building,or Ci- 
ty, it being ſuch in a ſpiritual ſenſe =, 
built of ſpiritual Materials, join'd 
and fram'd together in due conne- 


cion and order- Þ, bearing Analo-|.# 


gie to the Temple of old, a Type of 
the Goſpel-Church ©, and is called 
Gods Houſe *, becauſe it is his 
Propriety ®, it's of his framing and 


building f, it's his choſen, pnrcha-|77 


ſed and peculiar inheritance 1n the 
World 5: God dwells and appears 
therein in a ſpecial and gracious 
manner * ; it is called by his Name i, 


it is called the Church of the hving | 


God *; God is therein glorified}, - 


S$. 4. Churches therefore are not |, 
of humane fabrick or faſhion ; nor 


to ſuit the carnal Minds and Intereſts 
of Men or States; Mens Laws can- 
not eſtabliſh Churches ; they muſt 
be built after the Pattern: which God 


21. 


d 1 Cor. 
Tye Ge {| 
Gal, Io13+ 


"of 


41 Pet.2.5 
Heb, 3.5,6 


& Deut.14.« 
<TRD 
Pſ. I 32.13 
ffs 2-144 
Pſ4.135+44 
I Pet. 2.9. 
b 2 Cors. 


16, Eph.24| 
22, Pal. 


4 Exv. 26. 
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hath ſhewed-*; it's not Gods Church 
which Man builds, and is after © his 
Inventions Þ : God never gave Com-| 
miſſion to the Pope, Eccleliaſtick or] 
Civil Powers to inſtitute Churches ©;' 


b Pſa.106, 
29+. 39» 
15.6: 


c Iſa, 1. | 


12-13, 14» 
& 42, 
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[by their Humane Inventions », to 
anſwer their own carnal Interefts |} 
*Land corrupt Ends © Eccleſiaſtical *or' 


*| eſpecially are laid before us as the 


and as a Church is of God, ſo the 
whole form and faſhion is of Gods 
teaching only, ©. 

S. 5. Hence it is that the Spirit of 
God in his Word hath witneſſed a-/ 
gainſt, and renounced nothing more 
than falſe Churches - 


dinances, Officers and Worſhip ) 
which have apoſtatized from, and 
forſaken his own Pattern and Inſti- 
tution =, and faſhioned themſelves 


Civil f, wherefore ſach always are 
and- treated as Harlots ®, moſt eſ- 
Mother of Harlots, with all her ſpu- 
rious brood of Subordinations, Hie- 
rarchical and Repreſentative ; two 


moſt notorious Harlots : That of 
Feroboam's *, and that of the Anti- 


the ſitting vader the Name of the] | 
© [Catholick viſible Church with her 


'\chriſtian Apoſtacy * ; by the latter 


'® of the Weſtern Worlkd as the Mo- 


the World is corrupted to this day, 


Offipring, ruling over the Kingdoms 


yy ing, but nurſing up all Idolatry, Su- 


ther of Harlots !, not only breed- 


perſtition, Will-Worſhip, and all 
departure from the Pattera of Chriſt, 
which! 


Tha ſuch eſpecially | 
(with all their appurtenances of Or- {| 


charged with ſpiritual Whoredoms 5, |! 
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and.un-illuminated or intereſted Pro- 
teftants ® , Fathering all her ſpiritu- 
al Cheats (whereby both ſorts are 
intoxicated) on the Name of Chriſt, 
whence the Seven Women ® (Chur- 
ches in the Prophetick Language ) 
are ſaid to lay hold on one Man, #. e. 
the Lord Jeſns Chriſt, deſiring to 
be called by his Name, to take away 


terine Churches, but yet feed on 
their own Inſtitutions, and are cloath- 
ed with their own righteouſneſs. 

8. 6. Pretended Churches of Chriſt 
may be diſcerned to be true or falſe, 
1, By the foundation, wherher on. 


Word of Chriſt *. 2. By thevilible 
matter, whether living Stones Þ., 
3- By the Form, Faſhion and Frame, 
according to the order of the Goſ- 
el © Hence a Church is no Church 
of God, either of-theſe heing alto- 
gether wanting ; or is but a faulty 
and deficient Church, fo far as its 
defeftive in theſe, as to Faith or Or- 
der : Wherefore the more the My- 
ſtery of iniquity comes to be diſco- 
vered, and the true Woman, the 
Lambs Wife, comes out of her Wil- 
derneſs-State, we may expect that 
the Churches will come to an higher 
degree of Purity and Order ©. | 
8. 7. Wherefore to a true Church 


which hath bin and is by PapiFts[ 


the reproach of ſpurious and adul-f 


the Perſon, Nature, Offices, and| 


41-Pet-2.4/ 
Ephbe: 2.20 


b 1 Pete2-4; 


| 


c Heb. $. 
5. Ge 5 . 


3. Mat. ay 3 
20s Exek. ade 


43+ 11. 


Col. 2. 5. F 


Chriſt, 


—_ 


—_——————— 


6 


Of a Church in Gemeral. 


4 Eph.1.22 


b Col. te 
I8, 19. 


6 Heb.1.6. 
Pſa.89.27 


4x Cor.12 
I2. Eph.1. 


21, 22. 


| _—__ 
Eph.5.22 
c Joby I5, 
I» 
Rom:11-24. 
'd 1 Pet, 2. 


$ 4 - 

*JEC F 4:4 2.6, 
Heb. 10.9, 
IO, 


*[jugal Head and Saviour of the Body *, 


Chriſt is all and in all ©; he being the 
Head in all reſpe&ts, and hath the 
Preheminence Þ, being before all 
things, and above all things, the 
Head of Principalities, in Dignity 
and Dominion, worſhipped by An- 
gels ©, higher than the Kings of the 
Earth. It hath pleaſed the Father, 
that there ſhould be a ſpecial relati- 
on, and mutual Fulneſs between 
Chriſt and the Church, Chriſt being 
ſo the Head of his Church as he is 
to none elſe, and as Chriſt filleth the 
Church, ſo the Church is the fulneſs 
of Chriſt ©. 

{| $. 8. This Headſhip of Chriſt is 
divers ways illuſtrated to us in Scrip- 
ture by a Natural Man's Head and 
Body *, by a Family or Conjugal 
Head b, by a Root or Vegetable 
Head ©, by an Head of an artificial 
Building, the Head Corner-Stone * , 
and hence it appears, That Chriſt is 
ſuch a Head as repreſents the whole 
Body, and tranſaQts all things for it *, 
That Chriſt is the vital Head of his 
Church, the Spring and Fountain 
from whence all Life and Motion 
flows *, He is the Head Corner- 
Stone, the ſtrength and ſupport of 
all the Building 5. He is the Con- 


of whom all the Family is named *, 
And laſtly, Chriſt is ſet forth by 
theſe ſimilitudes, and otherwiſe, un- 


to 
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to us asa graciouſly ruling and go- 
verning Head unto his Church, ſet 
on this holy Hill *,the Throne of Da- 
vid", he 15 the Political Head, the A- 
'poſtle and High-Prieft of our Profeſ- 
ſion, ®. 

$. 9. As Chriſt ſtands in relation 
to the Church as the Head, ſo the 
Church is related to Chriſt as the 
Body =, being in that reſpe&, his 
fulneſs, Chriſt and his.Church mak- 
ing one Myſtically Þ. The Body of 
Chriſt in Scripture 1s variouſly taken. 
1. [t js taken for the ſubſtance of 
the Myſtery of Chriſt, typified and 
ſhadowed forth by the Ceremonial 
Law ©, 2. It is taken for the Hu- 
mane Nature of Chriſt, wherein he 
lived and ſuffered here *, 3. Irs 
uſed for the Sacramental or Symbo- 
Iick Body of Chrilt ©. 4. It's taken 
for a Church or People embodied or 
incorporated in Chriſt Jeſus, and is 
his Political Body *. 5. It's uſed in 
a proper ſenſe for the very Body of 


Soul 5. It is the fourth Acceptation 
that we are here concerned in. 
$.10. A Church of God (as to the 


Body of Chriſt in a Spiritval and 
Political acceptation of a Body =. 
in which reſpect, it's compared to a 
Family, and City, and Candleſtick. 
t, It is a Company congregated, not 

B 4 one 


PS 


moſt general conſideration) is the{ 


k Pſalm 2. 
I Luke 1.32 


m Heb.3. | 


e Luke 22» 
19s 


f Eph-5.23 
Col. i. 18. 


Chriſt, ſeparate and diſtin& from his| 
& Mat. 27. 
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c Heb, 12. 
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e Heb.2.16 


f Al 19. 
39. 


Fobn 17. 
Fe © 15, 
19, 2 Cor, 
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26. 2 Pet, 
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11 2 Theſ. 2. 
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16, P[.122 


2 Fo. 1 Theſ.1 
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m Fohbn 15 
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one or two, in the Body are many 
Members >, 2, It's a Company of 
Men, not of Angels, for Angels are 
no where called a Church tho a 
Company ©, but they ſurround the 
Church ©, and conſort in their A- 
dorations with the Church. The 
Angels were not Redeemed by 
Chriſt's Blood, neither of the Na- 
ture of the Head, and therefore not 
the Body of Chriſt, as the Church 
S*, 3, It's a ſpiritual Company, 
in contra-diſtinttion to humane and 
civil Societies or Companies gather- 
ed together occaſionally or ſtatedly *, 
4. It's ſeparated from the World, 
all the World 1s not a Church ; but | 
it's called and ſeparated out of the 
World 5; as Chriſt the Head 1s fe- 
parate ®, ſo muſt the Body be. 5. 
They are not a company of ſcatter- 
ed Sheep, but gathered into a Fold *, 
Stones not lying here and there, but 
bronght into a building *. 6. They 
are embodied or incorporated with 
the Corner-Stone, and ta. one ano- 
cher, and as Members are knit to the 
Head and one another ', Hence U- 
nion to Chriſt the Head, and to one 
another, is eſſentially neceſſary to the 
Church of God ®, to which Union 
is requiſite cutting off from the old 
Stock and Implantation into the 
new *; connection, knitting and co- 
alition of Head and Members toge- 
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to one anotlier ®*; 
titude, order and fitneſs to each 
other, to compleat the whole in uſe- 


fulneſs and comelineſs, P. 


what a. Church of God is in the ge- 
neral Nature thereof : 

It.is a ſpiritual company of men, 
ſeparated from the World », con- 
gregated and incorporated in Chriſt 
Jeſus Þ, Congregation 1s a Genus to 
Church, it's a ſpiritual Congregati- 
10n, and there is no Church but is ſo 
in ſome ſenſe or other; the words 
in the Old and New Teſtament al- 
ways ſignifie fo, Cobel and Eccleſia : 
But Congregation ſeems to be a re- 
moter Genus than Corporation ; for 
every Congregation is not incorpo- 
rated, neither is every incorporated 


therefore a Church; but every 
Church is a Congregation incorpora- 
ted, by the Union afore-mentioned, 
and 1t's for the end of him whoſe it 


another. 


$. 11. Hence it plainly appears| 


Congregation a ſpiritual Body *, and| 


Is, viz, Iis Glory, in communion| 
with him, and of one Member with 


ther, Members to the Head, and they | 
and laſtly an ap-! 
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CHAP. IL. 
Of the Catholick Church. 


A Church defined : A Spiritual Cor- 
poration how diſtinguifht : Corporation 
what : How belonging to Chriſt : What 
Perſons a Church 1s made up of : Flow 
HAemberſhip comes : Communion : 
Diſtribution of Church : The Caths- 
lick Church : Catholick Union : Com- 
munion : Its not the Subjeet of Ordi- 
nances : No Catholick Vifable Church, 


\ WA R O M what hath bin ſaid 

in the former Chapter, it 
appears that a Church 1s thus defi- 
ned, vY:z, 

That it is a Spiritual Corporati- 
on or Body of Chriſt * the Head, 
to which many fele& perſons Þ, ſe- 
parated from the World *© are ga- 
thered ©, and united®©; and accor- 
dingly fitly joined one to another * 
for holy Communion in the Lords, 

$. 2. Corporation, or a Politi- 
cal Body, is the next common Na- 
ture to a Church, and not Congre- 
gation or Aſſembly ; for Congrega- 
tion is either occaſional *, or fixed 
and Itated by incorporation , and 
this either civil or ſpiritual ; a civil 
15 nothing appertaining to our pre- 
ſent concern, but the ſpiritual 1s ; 
for a Civil 1s that which belongs to 
a 
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a Secular or Republican State; but | 
ſpiritual is that that belongs. to a | 
Spiritual or Eccleſiaſtick State Þ ;{ 5 1 Cor.10 
hence ſpiritual here is not confin'd to| 4: G47-6-r- 
the ſence of inviſibility, but is meant 
of that which is of a heavenly, fa-| ,, .2. 
cred, and ſupernatural Nature © ;| 1 Cor.15 
wherefore a ſpiritual Corporation, | 49: Heb.8. 
or Body Politick, is either myſtical| 5: © 9:23» 
and 1nvilible, or viſible, profeſſed | 
and manifeſt to the World. 

$. 3. A Corporation 1s a Com- 
munity conſtituted by Law, or Char- 
ter granted by a Supream Power, 
whereby it is inveſted with Privi- 
ledges, and a Governing Power, re- 
gulated by, and ſubordinated to, the| 
Honour and Intereſt of the ſaid ſy- 
pream Power, ſich are Kingdoms, 
Cities, Houſholds or Families, or any 
number of perſons bound together 
in any ſociable Bond (is a Society of 
this Nature) whether implicite or 
explicite ; of theſe the Conjugal is 
the leaſt, thongh the firſt and moſt 
ancient, yea the moſt honourable of 
all Civil Societies, being the Root 
from whence they ſpring, wherefore 
the Relation between Chriſt and his 
Church 1s repreſented thus to us, by 
the Spirit of God in a moſt hvely 
Manner 3. 2 Eph. 5. 

$. 4. The Government, Liber-| 3” 3* 
ties and Priviledges of the Church 
are given, as by Charter, to the 
| | Lord 
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Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by the Father 2; 
the adminiſtration of which Power 
by him, is cither internal and imme- 
diate by his Spirit in the hearts of his 
People, and according to the mea- 
ſure of Grace given to every one, 
and of the ſame nature in the whole; 
Body ». of Chriſt ©, and is univerſal 
and 1nvifible : or Chriſt adminiſters 
more externally, vilibly and medi- 
4tely in particular, vilble Bodies Po- 
litick by his Word, inſtituted Offi- 
cers and Ordinances, for the ſake 
and edifying of his Univerſal 
Church ©. 

. Every Church of Chriſt is 
made of ſele& Perſons, and fepara-| 
ted from the World =, either by 
Effetual Calling, and thereby be- 
come Members of the Myſtical Body 
of Chriſt », or by a viſible Profeſ- 
ſion and Confederation, and thereby 

ecome Members of the vilible par- 
ticular Churches ©, : 
$. 6. A People may be gathered 
together, yea to Chriſt, ſo as to hear 
him or his Meſſengersa,and not there-' 
by become Members of the Body of 
Chriſt under any conſideration : But 
they muſt be ſo gathered to Chriſt 
the Head, as to come into the bond 
of the Covenant Þ, either by recetv- 
ing Chriſt by Faith, and thereby re- 
ſtipulating perſonally to the Cove- 


| 


nant of Grace, and ſo joining to the 
| ' Lord. 


.dingly ©. 


| Of the Catholick, Church. 


2, 


I. 


Lord, Or it is when a Perſon doth | 
upon his Profeſſivn, acually cove- 
nant with a particular Chnrch ; by 
the firſt he becomes a Member. of 
the Myſtical Body ©, and by the ſe- 
cond of a particular Congregation d. 

& 7. The end of Church-Union 
is Communion, which 1s with Chriſt 
the Head and one-another 2 ; This 
1s 11 the Spirit Þ, and belongs to the 
whole Catholick Body; or it 1s ex- 
preſſed by a vilible communion in 
the Ordinances adminiſtred 1n parti- 
cular Bodies, and is the Commuani- 
on of particular Churches ©. 

& 38 According therefore to the 


Diſpenſation of the Fulneſs of Chriſts |£5 


Headſhip ® internally and myſtically 


by his Spirit », or externally and mi- 


niſterially, as the Apoſtle and High- | 


Prieſt of our Profeſſion *. The 
Church and Body of Chriſt hath its 
ſtanding myſtical and invilible, or 
inſtituted and viſible. 

8 9. The Catholick Church is the 
Myſtical Body of Chriſt made up of 


all faved ones, Militant and Trium- 


phant *, united together in one Spi- 
rit Þ, for commnnion therein accor- 
Or, It is all the Compa- 
ny of ſaved ones, Militant and Tri- 
umphant, embodied in Chriſt Jeſus *, 
It is called the Myſtical Body from 
that hidden ſtanding which it hath 
in Chriſt ©, every Member being un- 
diſcernably 
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4+ 
x Tim,2. 
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4 Heb, 12. 

22, 23: 

b Eph.1.10 
92. 15. 

c Heb. 12. 
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{ Luk. 10.20 
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b Eph.2-10 
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d 1 Cor.1, 
30. Eph.4. 
24. 

e Gal.2.22 
26. 29. 

f Gal.2-20 
& Eph. 4. 
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[difcernabl (as to Men) united to 
Chit ind one another *, and have 
communion in the Myſtery of God, 
of the Father, and of Chriſt, they all 
eat-and drink the ſame ſpiritual Meat 
and Drink 5, whence, the matter, 
and form of this Body being not in- 
fallibly known to any on Earth *, 
either the particular Members Mili- 
tant or Triumphant, or their bond 
of Union, or their Heavenly com- 
munion in the Spirit, this Church 
is fitly called the Myſtical Body of 
Chriſt, to diſtinguiſh it from all 0- 
ther conſiderations of a Church : : 
and hence it hath theſe diſtinguiſh- 
ing Properties. 1, Invilibility as to 
Men *, 2. Univerſality, as contain- 
ing all ſaved ones on Earth, and in 
Heaven >, 3. Perpetuity as to Par- 
ticular Members union and commy- 
nion, their Names being all written 
in Heaven ©. : 


F..10. The Catholick Union is 


that whereby a perſon being cut off | 


from his corrupt ſtanding in "the old 
Adam, ** he 1s created, Þ and im- 
planted in Chriſt Jeſus © for righte- 
ouſneſs and life *, perſonally reſti- 


pulating by Faith, to the Covenant * 


of Grace made in Chriſt Jeſus'*, © ſach 
an one becomes vitally *, conjugally 
and federally united to "Chriſt the 
{Head 5, and therefore conſequenti- 
ally, and really is a Member of the 


whole 
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matter may require, whereby there is 


A&A In 
| ' 


whole Body of Chriſt, and of every 
part being ſo nnited to the Head *. 
8. 11. Catholick Communion of 
Saints, is that which is alſo inviſt- 
ble =, and is not only of the Saints 
Militant one with another, but of 
the Militant and Triumphant in one 
body », and conliſts in a copartici- 
pation of the fulneſs of the Grace 
of God in Chriſt ©, being all Ele&- 
ed, Redeemed, and Santtificd in him®, 
radually here ©, and perfealy con- 


ormed to him hereafter f, all parta- f 
Fg 


kers of the ſame Spirit 1n the mea- 
ſure of each ones, bleſſed with the 
ſame ſpiritual Bleſſings for kind *®, 
growing up vnder the ſame means of 
Grace, for ſubſtance i. As likewiſe 
it conſiſts in the exerciſe of the ſame 
Faith towards the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and Love towards one another *, 
with all the fruits of both, as the 


always a mutual, Heart-Communion 
at leaſt, between all the Saints on 
Earth !'; and they are come to an 
actual Communion (as well as Uni- 
on) with the glorified Spirits of Juſt 
Men made Perfe& ®, according to 
their reſpeQive degrees of attain- 
ment ® more or leſs, whereby they ar- 
rive at laſt, in due ſeaſon, to ſuch a 
determined degree of SanQtity, which 
1s their prepared fitneſs and ſtature 
in Chriſt, G 


| 
b Eph.1.22 


4 Phil. 2.1 


or the inheritance of the} 


&1C0r.12 


Fa Il, 
1 Eph.1.3. 


i Eph.4.15 


k Eph.6.23 
2 Cr. 4. 
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0 C01.1.12 Saints 1n Light *, being changed into 
I 13- the ſame Image from Glory to Glory, 
p _ "*3*; by the Spirit of the Lord ?. 

; $. 12. The Catholick Church, as 
ſuch, is not the ſubje& of Officers or 
Ordinances, nor (it being not viſt- 
ble) can be, Chriſt never inſtitnted 
| any Officers whoſe Power was of an 
univerſal extent, except the Apoſtles, 
and them only in vilible Churches, 
[nor any Ordinances for a Catholick, 
viſible Communion, in which all the 
Saints living in the fame Age were 
41 Cor.11;to aſſemble and meet together = ; for 
20, the viſibility of a Church 1s always 
in ſome Aſſembly. But the Catho- 
Itck Church, tho 1t be not (as hath 
been ſaid) hath many things peculi- 
ar to it, wherein 1t hath its prehe- 


| 


Gal. 6:18. NE 21 mens. © 
<a -1mmediately by his Spirit Þ®, 2. In 


1 Per.1.2, 'that there are many ſaved ones in 
22. this Church that were never Mem- 
x Joh. 3. {bers of any viſible Chorch ©, 3. That: 
© 1Pet.1.x all the ſaved ones of any viſible 
4 Rev. 13.\ Church, belong to this Church *, 
4. That the Inſtitution of viſible 

Heb.12-27 Churches and Ordinances is for the 


Perſons that are admitted to Mem- 
berſhip in a particular, viſible Chureh, 
[pught to be ſuch as are ſuppoſed by 


I'2, 


þ 


; 


|. Fph.4.1 1 [fake of this Church ©. $5. All adult] 


4 


their 


A % 


4 ey 


- 
K— ws gt a Aa. aa ans foi oc ao © des aa. 


Of the Catholick Church. 


17 


their Profeſſion to be Members of 
this Myſtical Body f. 6. That of 
all Churches this ſhall never be diſ- 
ſolved, or one perſon loſt out of its, 
g That as this Church is ſometimes 
preſerved and fed without inſtituted 
Miniſtry and Ordinances, as the Jew- 
iſh Church in Babylon, and the Go- 
ſpel-Church in the ſpiritual, Baby- 
loniſh Wilderneſs Þ 7 it ſhall be] 5 
moſt Glorious without them, when 
it hath arrived at its perfect fulneſs i. 
8. There is no falſe or ſuperfluous 


in — ſome it may be in the 
beſt *, Death ſeparates from o- 
ther Clones but not from this ?. 
10. The Glorified Saints belong to 
this, and not to other ®. 

$. 13. The Catholick Church is but 


Member in this Church, tho many] 


Pe Thef.1. 


Is 2 CPe2.L 
Col. 1. 2. 
Mat. 16. 
18, Pſalm 
I 25. Is 
John 10. 
28, 29» 


b Rev. 12. 


i Rev, I9s ; 
8, 9. 


k Eph.5.27 
Col. te 21, 

22, | 

Rev. 14-4. 

I Rom. $. 


35» 38. 
- _— 12. 


one onely =, and 1t cannot be viſible 
as Catholick, for the greateſt part! ,, 
are not ſeen by us, being Saints in, 
Heayen Þ», 
not known by Profeſſion ; and if|© 
Men apply Catholick to the Profeſ- 
ſors of Chriſtianity living at the 
ſame time upon the Earth, and call 
them the Catholick, Viſible Church ; 

1t is a miſtaken Appellation, for they 
lare neither a Vihble Church nor 


in caty or in a Congregation (-as 
a 


Ele& Infants, and many |6.Fpb oy 


dolls Not a Vilſible-Church, 
becauſe, 1. Chriſt hath inſtituted 
none foch, 2. They are never ſeen] 


« Ep. 4 | 
5. 1C0rs 
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41, 


c Mat. 13. 


a proper requiſite only thereto, $5. 
| Chriſt never inſtituted ſuch a Church 
Miniſtry, but what were {t 1n a par- 
ticular Church, and cxerciſed in ſuch, 
The Apoſtles Chriſt's extraordinary 
Miniſters were firſt ſet in the Church 


| [at Jeruſalem ©, and were firſt Officers 


there, and tho their Commiſſion 


«| reached to the Planting and Govern- 


ing other Churches that ſhould ſuc- 
ceed, yet they exerciſed not their 
Miniſtry, or Apoſtolick Power , 
to any ſuppoſed Catholick Church 
Viſtble, nor wrote to ſuch, but ga- 


the World, and in them ſettled a 
diſtint Miniſtry and Ordinances pe- 


ceſſary, for their Settlement and Edi- 
fication. Again, there 1s no Catho- 


which is a contradiftion, and con- 


ftles. 2. All viſible Profeſſors (if a 
Church) cannot be Catholick, be- 


cauſe they are not all the Members of 
K | Chriſt 


a Viſible Church is) nor can be till 
the laſt Day ©. 3. Chriſt never gave 
Ordinances for ſuch a Communi- 
on. 4. All theſe are not under any} 
viſible bond of Confederation toge- 
ther, which is the form of a Viſible 
Church ; Profeſſion is no Bond, but | 


thered particular Churches out of 


lick, Viſible Church, for 1. If there} 
be, there is two Catholick Churches, | 


AL. ad 


_ 


trary to that Creed called the Apo- | 


Late 


caliar to each, wherein they exer- | 
ciſed their own power, as far as ne-| 
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Chriſt on Earth, and they that pro- 
feſs (at large at leaſt) are not Mem- 
bers of Chriſt, many, if not moſt 
of them. 3. It is not a Catholick 
Church, becauſe it's not a Body-Cor- 
porate, in any viſible manner, nor 
are capable of anſwering the ends 
of ſuch in Government, Order or 
Priviledges. 4. If there be a Catho- 
lick, viſible Church, it's rational, 
there ſhould be a Catholick, viſible 
Paſtor; - and from theſe Principles 
aroſe the Pope, and the Papal Juril- 
diction, eſtabliſhed throughout the 
profeſſing World. 

In the firſt Ages after Chriſt, each 
particular Church called it ſelf Ca- 
tholick, from the Profeſſion of that 
Do&trine which was called the- Ca- 
tholick Faith, becauſe received by all 
the Churches. Afterward the Word 
Catholick was applied to a ſuppoſ- 
ed Univerſal Viſible Church, and 
became not only ſerviceable to the 
riing of the Myſtery of Iniquity, 
but a great Foundation of the An- 
tichriſtian Fabrick which was after- 
ward built thereon, with all the Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Tyranny, and Papal Su- 
perſtitions Pomp imaginable. The 
Proteſtants that have caſt off the U- 
niverſal Paſtorſhip 'of one, atnd will 
not endure a Catholick, ſingle Pa- 
ſtor, do moſt of them retain the 
Notion of an Univerſal Vilible 


' Church, 


Of the Catholick Church, 


Church, as alſo of divers Catholick 
Paſtors, dividing that Catholocy , 
which they will not allow the Pope, 
among themſelves, each one exer- 
ciſing the Office and Power of a Ca- 
tholick viſible Paſtor, where-ever 
he comes, having bin ordained by a 
Presbytery of a Catholick Conſtitu- 
tion, to a Catholick Paſtorſhip, to 
the Catholick Church. | 

To conclude, Our beſt Proteftants, 
in oppoſition to the Papiits, have 
ſtill denied the being of a Catholick, 
Viiible Church, amongſt whom was 
Famous Dr. Whitaker, whoſe Argu- 
ments upon this Queſtion againſt 
Pureus are Quoted by Mr. Hooker 
in his Survey, ch. 15. p. 265. Our 
Savoy Confeſſion allows the Name, 
bur denies the Nature, Ch. 26. F. 2. 
Inſtitution of Churches, $. 6. for it 
ſaith, its not entruſted with the Ad- 
miniſtration of any Ordinances, nor 
| hath any Officers to Rule and Go- 
vern, as ſuch ; and what a kind of 
Vilible Church is that, that 1s nej- 
ther the ſubje&t of Ordinances or| | 
Officers ? Mr. Hooker ſaith, Church 
is the Genus of all particular Church- 
es; but a Vilible Church 1n the ge- 
nerical conſideration, can no more 
be found exiſting out of individual 
particular Churches, than a Man can 
be found exiſting under the genert- 
| cal conſideration of Man, out of in-| | 

dividual 
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dividual Men. But that a totum apgre- 
pgatum of all Churches in this World 
can be made, and be a vilible Church, 
he denies'upon Learned and convin-! 
cing Reaſons, which will ſtand their 
Ground againſt all contradiction. To 
whom, for brevity ſake, we refer the 
Reader, where alſo he evinceth that 
there's no Cathohck Viſible Church, ! 
conſidered as a totum Repreſentativum, 
i, e. as a Repreſentative Church 1n all 
the Paſtors ; that there cannot be a 
Catholick, Viſible, Repreſentative 
Church ; and that there is no ſuch 
thing as a Repreſentative Church of 
any kind, of greater. or leſſer ex- 
tent. 

8. 14, What the Scripture ſpeaks 
of a Church, is either of a Church 
m general, and indefinitely belongs 
to any, or of a Church in Specie, 
either Catholick and inviſible, or 
particular and vilible, but faith no- 
thing of a Catholick Vilible. | 
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c Heb.g.1. 
8. 10, 
Deut.29.1 
4 Eph. 4. 
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e Eph.3.21 
Pſ.1c6.45 
Ex0.20.24 


.\the hearts of his People, whereby he] | 
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CHAP. 1II. 


Of a Congregational Church in General. 


Of Chris Diſpenſation as Head : A 
viſtble Church defined : Revealed 
Worſhip exercis'd firſt in Families 
then in In$ituted Churches: The 
Foundation of wiſible Churches laid 
in Abraham's Covenant : Two parts 
thereof : The Church of Iſrael : Firſt 
Eſſential, then Or ganized : T he diffe- 
rence between the Moſaical and Go- 
ſpel Oeconomy : The Church of Iſrael 
Conprepationad. 


$3: HE Lord Jeſus Chriſt ex- 

erts his Headſhip, not on- 
ly by the more immediate Admini- 
ſtration of his Spirit *, internally in 


conſtitutes his Myſtical and Catho-] | 
lick Body ; but alſo as the Apoſtle 
and High-Prieſt of our Profeſſion Þ, 
by external Means of Grace, Conſti- 
tuting and Ordaining particular, vi- 
ſible Churches, and in them, Mini- 
ſtry and Ordinances, ſuited to the 
State and reſpetive Ages of the 
World ©, for the filling up, and edi- 
fication of his Myſtical Body *, and 
bleſſeth ſach accordingly, to his great 
Glory, and good of his Choſen *, 


F- * 


; {| yet that a Church was not inſtituted 


—_—_ 


jes into Oeconomick or Family, and 


| Families, and therefore not Congre- 


1to have received the Sign of Circum- 
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$. 2. A Viſible Church 1is a Par- 
ticular Aſſembly of Profeſſing Belie- 
yers ®, viſibly embodied in Chriſt >, 
for a ſtated and holy Communion © in 
one place, with God and one ano- 
ther, in all inſtituted Ordinances ©, 
appertaining to themſelves and their 
immediate ſeed f, for God's Glory 
in Chriſt 5, and their mutnal Edifica- 
tion ®, 

$. 3. God's External Worſhip 


by Revealed Religion, was firſt cele- 6 Eph.3-21 


brated in Adam's Family *, and con- 
tinued in the Families of the Faith- 
ful till the time of Abraham », which 
by many are eſteemed to have bin 
ſo many diſtin Churches, and accor- 
dingly diſtinguiſh particular Church- 


Congregational. But others think, 
that tho God appointed to thoſe Pa- 
triarchs a ſolemn Family-Worſhip, 


till Abrabam's time, when the firſt 
Foundation of. an Inſtituted Church 
was laid in the Covenant that God 
made with, and Sealed to Abraham 


and his Seed ©, for before this Cove-|c Gen. 12, 
nant, (tho God was Worſhipped in| 2-17-12 


Families,) there ſeems not to have 
bin any Churches made up of divers 


gational,” nor any Church-Covenant, 
or Seals thereof : Hence he 1s ſaid 


ciſion, 
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e 0.4.13, 
Gal. 3.18, 


19. 


cilion, the Seal of the Righteouſneſs 
of Faith which he had being uncir- 
cumciſed, that he might be the Father 
of all that believe both circumciſed 
and uncircumciſed 4, z. e. of Belie- 
vers whoſe Church-Covenant was 
Sealed by an Inſtituted Seal appro- 
priated thereto ; or elſe how was 
Abraham ſaid to be a Father to all 
that ſhould afterward believe, any 
more than Noah was, or Sem? and 
moreover, becauſe in this Covenant, 
Chriſt the Head of the Church was 
explicitely contained®*, who 1ndeed, 
was promiſed as Heir of the World, 
through the Righteouſneſs of Faith, 
therefore the Apoſtle tells us, that 


Priviledges and Ordinances of his In- 
ſtitution, are ſure not only to Abra- 
ham's natural Seed, but to all who 
are of the Faith of Abraham, who 1s 
the Father of all Profeſſing Belie- 
vers, and Covenanting with God for 
themſelves and Seed, by vertue, of 
his receiving the Seal of the Righte- 


[Ouſneſs of Faith, which he had in 


his uncircumciſion *, ſo that the ſtreſs 
of Abrahan.”s Father-hood to the 
Faithful, is uot laid upon his Eminent 
Faith alone, but upon his receiving 


an Inſtituted Seal of the Righteouſ- 
neſs of Faith to himſelf and his infant- 
Seed 5, and in this reſpe&, as he is 
called the Father, fo each Believer 1s 


his 
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the Promiſe of Chriſt,and all Church- 
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his Seed in Chriſt *, receiving a Seal| 
of the Righteouſneſs of Faith to him- 
ſelf and Seed, as Tſaac did *. 

| F. 4. In Abrabam's Covenant 
was contained. the Promiſe and Bleſ> 
[ſing of Chriſt to his Church, 1n all 
Ages, both in reſpe& of its Myſtical 
and Vitible relation to him as 1ts 
Head *, and therefore the eſtabliſh- 
ment of Church-Memberſhip was 
made in Abraham to the profeſſing 
covenanting-Belicver un-alterably,, 
as a ſubſtantial part of the Bleſſing 
which was to come on the Gentiles, 
and not to be removed >, There 
were two things manifeſtly 1n Abra- 
ham's Covenant. 1. The ſubſtantial 
and abiding part of that Covenant 
both to Jews and Gentiles, both inter- 
nal and Myſtical, yea and external, 
as to a Church vilible ſtate, Mem- 
[berſhip and Priviledges, all which 
came upon the Gentiles ©, 2. There 
was the peculiar and moveable part 
of Abraham's Covenant, which was 
the increaſe of his Secd into a Natio- 
nal Church ©, the growth and pro- 
greſs it ſhould make through Bon- 
dageand Pilgrimage to an external 
and Typical Reſt ©, with all worldly 
Plenty and Proſperity *, and moſt 
eſpecially, the form and manner of 
that Church-Worſhip, according as 
was after eſtabliſhed by God's Or- 
dination and Inſtitntion 5, for the 
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time then being, till the coming -of 
Chriſt *, Circumciſion it ſelf being'a 
part of that moveable Fabrick, begun 
in Abrabam, and perfe&ted in 2ofes *; 
it was taken away with the other ob- 
ſervances * ; but a Seal of the Righ- 
teouſneſs of Faith whereby Abraham 
became the Father of all Believers' 
Jews and Gentiles, was not taken a- 
way !, but was a great part of the 
Bleſſing that came on the believing 
Gentiles ®, viz. that the Profeſling, 
Covenanting-Believer ſhould both' 
he and his Infant-Seed, receive -a 
Seal of the Righteouſneſs of Faith, as 
the great Priviledge of Church-Mem- 
berſhip belonging to both, as to Abra- 
ham and his, they being his Seed by 
Faith as Iſaac was ". 

$. 5. The Church of //rael before 
Moſes, was Congregational, and in 
a vitible Covenant with God, and 
truly an eſſential Church 2, but not 
organized with a Miniſtry and Or- 
dinances of God's Inſtitution for a 
due and orderly Worſhip of God rl 
Moſes Þ : which ſtate and ſtanding of 
that Church from Abraham to Moſes, 
and partly in its Wilderneſs condi- 
tion, was a great Type of the Goſ- 


| pel-Church in its perſecuted, bewil- 
dred and unſettled ſtate, under its| 


great Adverſaries, wherein it hath| 
been moſtly fed by God, and pre-| 
ſeryed by him 1n its Myſtical Ron 

, 4nd it 
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and ftanding, as was before hint- 
ed ©. 

& 6. The Adminiſtration of the 
external Conſtitution by Chriſt m 
the Miniſtry and Ordinances of the 
Church of Iſrael , was of a diſtin 
form and-manner, from the Church 
Adminiſtration, according to the 
Goſpel Oeconomy, Ordinances and 
Order », .For the Adminiſtration of 
the Eccleſiaſtical State and ſtanding 
of that Church, was faulty in reſpect 
of the Ordinance of Circumciſion it 
ſelf ©, and Moſaick Vail, drawn over 
Goſpel Myſteries *, the encourage- 
ment to Gods Service by temporal 
Promiſes, the Typical and Legal 
Nature of the Sanctuary, Miniſtry © 


and Ordinances called carnal *, and 


| worldly 5, imperfe&t not reaching 


the Conſcience ®, Moſes the Medi- 
ator * thereof, and Aarornick Prieſt- 
hood *, both typical of the true Me- 
diator !, and High-Prieſt of our Pro- 
teſſion ; It was a faulty Covenant ®, 


Teſtament ®, 
a ſhadow in the coming of Chrilt e, 
and his bringing 1n to us a better, 
becanſe clearer ground of Faith and 


a more Heavenly Goſpel Miniſtry 
and Ordinances *, and is theretore 
called a New Covenant *, 
ſings whereof are Abraham's, 


— tt... 
| —— Ct 


and called by the Apoſtle the Old]; 
and 1s all done away as| & 


Hope ?, by ſpiritual Promiſes 9, and}: 


the blel-;75 9. 22. 
NOW } C Zeb, 8:8; 
COMme 


C Rev. 12, 
6. 13, 


b Feb.g.1., 
9, IO, 11, 


c Afts 9.8. 
Gal.5.3, 4+ 
2C0Yr, 3-14 
d Heb.$.6, 
e Heb, $8.5 


2 C0r.2.9, 


Heb, 8. 5. 
f Heb.g9.10 
& 7. 16, 

g Heb, 9.1 
h <<. 9.11. 
© 10. 1,2, 
© 7. 19, 

i Gal.3.20 
k Heb, 7. 
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| + 7 on the Gentiles *, heavenly and 
Es f ſpiritual in high places 7, much more 
CRY Glorious, "rn ee rn of the 
| Spirit, and not of the Letter ”, the 
| _ "__ Fxhfal Diſpenſation of the Son 'over 
x Heb.3.2, his own Houſe *, wherein he 15 more 
6, to be prized, and worthy of more 
| honour than Moſes a ſervant could 
y Ibid. [ever be capable of ?; Chriſt's being a 
more excellent Miniſtry in that he 
was a better Mediator of a better 
z Zeb.8.6 Teſtament *, confirming and ſealing 
a Heb.g. |it with his own Blond *, and now 
16,17- [ljveth in the full execution of this 
ÞZeb.$.25 laſt Will and Teſtament Þ, and the 
Eph. 4. 11' glorious Witneſs thereof before God, 
& |cRev. 1.55) Angels and Men ©, ſtanding now 
E115 our High-Prieſt, ſet down at the 
Right Hand of the Majeſty on High, 
42:4, 8 [2 Miniſter of the SanAuary, and true 
"2 32: Tabernacle which God pitched and 
a Exo, 1g.; OL Man ©. 
6. $. 7. The Conſtitution of the 
Gen.35-11:Church of 1ſrael, tho it was Na- 
qe * tional =, as being made up according 
\{zevg. 13,159 that part of the promiſe, peculiar 
x Kings |to Abrabam's natural Seed, yet it was 
8.5, 14. | Congregational Þ, according to the 
2 Ch19.6-3 | other part of the Promiſe, not to be 
2 y as ſhaken or removed ©, becauſe it was 
8. 17, 29. | Incorporated into one Church by a 
Jer.30-32, | viſible profeſſion of, and ſubjeQtion to 
27- © 33-] Abraham's Covenant 5, for ſuch as 
_ were Infant-Church-Members recei- 
42,. | ved theScalof the Righteouſneſs of 
Faith, 
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29" | 


faith,and when they became adult and 
ſtood not to this Profeſſion, they for- 
feited their Church-Memberſhip; and 
thus it was with 1/macland Eſan*, upon 
which both, with their Seed, fell off 
from the Church, tho the natural 
Seed of Airabham and Iſaac. And 
afterward, when the Seed of Jſrael 
grew up into a National Church, in 
all their: Apoſtacies they were charg- 
ed with the breach of Abraham's Co- 
venant 5, or that made with their 
Fathers, which was the ſame, as 
therein going a whoring from God, 
and forteiting the Right of Church- 
Memberſhip,and becoming a Loamms, 
Moreover, 1n all their great Refor- 
mations we find their returning to 
the ſaid Covenant, and often their 
publick :renewing and recognition 
thereof ®, 2, It appears, in that all 
the Houſe of J/rael, as to their ſta- 
ted Church-Worſhip, worſhipped 
under one viſible Paſtor ( in their 
State after Moſes his Settlement) one 
High-Prieſt, and at one Altar, in one 
place; and therefore the ſtated 
Church-Worſhip was. attended in 
one Aſſembly, Tabernacle or Tem- 
ple, Thrice every Year, where the 
whole Congregation had Communi- 
on in one and. the ſame Worſhip, 
and as of Worſhip *. 3. This Peo- 
ple were a ſeparated People from al] 
others in the World”. 


G4 am”s 


4. Jerobo-| 5 14. 2. 


e Gen, 2T«. 


& Dent. 31 
16, Exek. 
I6. 8. | 
Jer.11.10.- 


tr 2 Chron, 
2& 21x; 

Pjal. 105. . 
4,537, 
Ezra 10. J, 
L £40. 1.3% 
Deut. 12. | 
14. © 14. 
23. © 16.. 
2,7. 11,15 

6 


I6, 

Joſh. 22. 
18, 2J. 4 
k Deut.16.: 
6, 

| Lev, 20, 
24. Deut.- 
4. 7» 34+ 
cap. 7. 6. 
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01 King 
22. 43+ 
p 2 Kg 


| 18. 4 


am's Apoſtacy was condemned by 
God as an' actual Rent and. Schiſm 
from the viſible Church that ſtated- 


m: 1 &zg | ly. worſhipped. God at Jeruſalem | 


Il, 30,3he | 


5- The Synagogue-Worſhip was not} 
the Church-Worſhip, neither was 
the daily Sacrifice, or. others, nor 
any. holy Convocations belonging 
unto” them, any more than the 
meer reading of Moſes and the Pro- 
phets, and. Expoſition thereof” at 
moſt ſometimes *, 6. All Church- 
Worſhip, of. ſpecial communion, as 
offering; Sacrifices elſewhere, than at 
the place choſen by. God for that 
purpoſe, was condemned ; - witneſs 
the frequent complaint made a- 
gainſt their High-Places under the 
Reign, even. of their beſt Kings'®, 
till Hezekiah's time that deſtroyed 
them all?, 

&. 8. That a Congregational 
Church is of Divine Inſtitution, ap- 
pears by theſe Reaſons. 

1. Eithera Congregational Church 
is of Divine Inſtitution, or elſe God 
hath no inſtituted Church ; for 
there 1s no other viſible Church of 


Scripture. 
2. The Church of Iſrael was 


ved) and+ none will deny that to 
be of God's Inſtitution. 


5 _ 4 


God's Inſtitntion ſpoken of in|] 


Congregational ( as hath bin pro-| 


2 


3. Ihe 


_ 7 


, y , 7 


} 


Aud that of the firſt Inſtitution. 


3. The expreſs Type of a Con-| 
gregational Church under the Goſ-|; 
| was of God's Inſtitution, - there- 


ore the Antitype, or thing Ty- 
pified much more 2, 

4. This Church is Propheſied of 
by the Prophets of old. 

5- Chriſt and his Apoſtles plant- 
ed ſuch Churches, as appears 
thronghont the Hiſtory of the 
Atts, 

6, Theſe Chriſt and his Apo-| 


ſtles ownzd to be his truly inſtitnted |. 


Churches, not only by the Epiſtles 
wrote to them by the Apoſtles, but 
A ſent to them by Chriſt him- 
elt © 
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'E7e. 43-11 
Mal. 1.11}. 
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CHAP. I V: 


Of a Goſpel Y\i{ible, or Conprepation.al 
Church. 


Reſtipulation to Abraham's Covenant 
dowile : A Goſpel Viſible Ehurch de- 
fined : Arwiſable Church always par- 
ticular, not Catholick : The Catho- 
lick not the Genus of a particular j 
Church, bit a diſtin Species of 
Church 1n general : Corpuration ai- 
ſtiaguiſht into its Species : The Po- 
litical relation of a Church to Chriſt : 
The immediate matter of a wiſible 
Church : What 15 the form of it : 
Separation inſeparable from it : The 
iminediate Infant-Seed Members by 
Covenant-: Communion the end of 
Chur co-Union, 


Kin. AVING ſhewed what a 

_ þ Viibleor Congregational 
Church 1s 1n general, when the firſt 
Inſtitution of it was, and where 
fonaded, viz. in Abraham's Cove- 
nant of Circumciſion ; that for the 
ſubſtanet of the ſaid Covenant it was 
immutable, both as to the Perſon, 
Natures, Offices, Miniſtry, Sacrifice; 
and Exaltation of Chriſt the Head, 
both Myſtical and Political * ; ſo as 
to the Body of Chriſt the Church in 
its Catholick > or Viſible relation to 


him 
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rence of Oeconomies and the Ad- 
miniſtration thereof, called. the Old 
and New Teſtaments *) it is the ever- 
laſting Covenant well ordered in- all 
things and ſure *©, to which as to the 
more myſtericus and hidden part 


Spirit, every fincere-hearted Believer 
doth reſtipulate when he becomes an 
attual-Member of the Myſtical Body*; 
and as to the more External], Viſible 
and Political part, he doth vilibly re- 
ſtipulate by confederation and em- 


|bodying to Chriſt the Political Heads, 


and with a particular Congregation a 
Political Body of Chriſt. 

8. 2. The Eccleſiaſtical Bleſſings,as 
belonging to the viible State, Stand- 
ing and Priviledges of a Congrega-: 
tional Church, unalterable under et- 
ther Diſpenſation, are theſe cſpeci- 


ally : Firſt, Its Faederal Conſtituti- 
on *®. Secondly, Its Divine Inſtituti- 
on>, Thirdly, The Nature of its 


Church-Memberſhip ©, and the pro- 
felling Right thereto to the Believing 
Parent covenanting, and his immedi- 
ate Infant-Seed in him *. Fourthly,The 
Seal of the Righteouſneſs of Faith 
given to both Parent and Seed. 
Fifthly, The Miniſtry of the Goſpel, 
with all other Ordinances of Chriſt's 
Inſtitution, which each is capable of 
for ſpiritual advantage,in the commu-- 


G5 


th 


under the efficacious work of the]. 


nion * 


C Deut. 14. 


2, 
1 Pet. 2:9c- 
d Heb. $8.6 
© g. 15+ 

e 2-Sam:- 
2J. 5. 
2.C0r.3.1-I 


f 2 Cor.I1 


2,.2s 
Heb.12-22. 


g Iſa. 56. 
6,7 © 44» 
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a4 Iſa. G1+- 
8, 9. Gen. 
17. 9, 10. 
b 1bid. 

C Rom, 4. 
I1,12, 16: 
Gal.3. 27, 
28, 29. 

d 1/a..65- 
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*[him*, (ſetting aſide only. the diffe- 
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a Rev.1.20 
Col. 24.5» 


b x Cor. | 
| L1. 20, 


AR 2. 41. 


bes 
| 


[ 1C0Y.1,2 
x Theſ.1.1 


nion of the reſpective Members. 
e Gul, 3 thereof *, : 
7; 8. $. 3. A Viſible Church is a ſpi- 
a'r Pet. 2.| ritual = Body » of Believers ©, with 


their immediate Seed *, ſeparate 


={from the World *©, and given up un- 


8. 


| all inſtituted Worſhip and Or- 


to Chriſt and one another in a Pub- 
lick Covenant f, for fellowſhip® in 


dinances * in one place*, to the Glo- 


*try of God * and their own Salva- 
'I tion }. 

$+ 1/4.56.6,7. g 1 John 1. 3, 7. Phil. 1.5. 1 Cor. 11. 
20. h Mat. 28. 20. 
1 Phil.-1. 9, 11. 


11 Cor. 14-23 Kk 1 C07 10. 3l. 
F. 4. A viſible Church 1s always 
particular 2, a Catholick being not vi- 
lible as hath bin ſhewed: for 2 Vilible 
Church 1s not a Society gathered to- 
gether and made up of all the ſele&t 
People in the world, there is noneſuch 
can be here; but its ſuch as is limited 
to a People and Place, and is the ſub- 
ject of the Miniſtry and Ordinances 
there Þ. And though it ſhould be 
ſuppoſed that there 1s a Catholick, 


# 1© 14. 23-jvilible Church ( which cannot be 


granted} it is to be obſerved, that 
the Spirit of God, ſpeaks always of 
Churches in their reſpective places, 
as diſtigtt Churches, each one .en- 
tire in it ſelf ©; not one Epittle 
wrote to any under” the Name of 
the Catholick viſible Church, nor to 
any Church or Congregation as part 


1 of|, 
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tof Church, by proper AdjunQs, e. zr. 
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Or Congregational Church, 
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of it, but we read of writing to a! 
-Church in ſuch a place ©; and divers 
Churches in a place (as Country or 
Province) we find diſtinguiſht 
by the places where they were, as 
Town, City in. which they were *. 
Again, each particular Congregati- 
on had its proper Elders relating to 
"it f, and not to others, or to a Ca- 
tholick viſible. Laſtly, the Church 
at Feruſalem, the. firſt Primitive was 
indeed the biggeſt and. largeſt we 
read of, but to make it any other 
than a particular Congregation,. 1s 
as weak Divinity as it is Logick, for 
it continued to Aſſemble together 1n 
one place 5, and was called but one 
Church, and was not the Church, 
that was viſibly Catholick, for it 
contained not the Churches of Sama- 
ria ®and Azntivch *, ſoon after gather- 

&. 5. Wherefore the Subje& de- 
fined by vs, is a particular Church, 
not becauſe the Catholick 1sa Genus 
of it, but becauſe the Catholick, and 
a Particular, are two diſtinct Species 


| 
| 
| 


A particulax Church 1s: vihble here 
on Earth  ce#tu *, which the Ca- 


an one place Þ, which the Catholick 
[cannot here; It's the ſubject of 


external. Ordinances, Officers and 
iſcipline ©, which the Catholick is 
not 


d evel-3.| 


1, &c, 


I Cor. 1.14 


e Gal... 21 
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f AR. 20. 
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not : The Members are known by 
@2 Cgr.g-| vilible Profeſſion and confederation®©, 
EY which the Members of the Catholick 
are not known by. 
' F&. 6. The next general Nature 
(as we have ſhewed) to a Church is| Þ 
a Body Politick or Corporation, for] | 
Body is thus diſtributed 1n Scripture 
Acceptation, it 1s Natural or Poli- 
tical; Political is Civil or Spiritu- 
: al; the Spiritual is a Church, which 
is a ſpiritual Body Politick ; and that 
is inviſible and Catholick, or vilible 
and Particular. Here we are on a 
BIA Particular Congregation, which we 
WM; fay 1s a ſpiritual, viſible Body Po- 
2 Rom. 124] Litick *, That 1t 1s a Body 1n a Po- 
4» 5+ litical ſence is moſt manifeſt, for the 
$c0.12-27 [Scripture calling it ſo, it maſt be 
concluded, that it cannot be fo 1n & - 
any rational fence, but as it 1s a | 
3. Ps. Body Corporate, not Civil but Spi- 
E [i Gas; |Litual; it being of ſpiritual Matter », 
3 C1 Per.2.5 ſpiritual Form ©, and for ſpiritual 
d 1Cor.12|Ends *, Neither 1s it jnvilibly ſpt- 
6 | 3:3» 75 [ritual, for ſpiritual things are both 
£1225: 519- [vitible and inviſible ©, but its ſpiri- 
" 19. ***5* [tual in oppoſition to civil, Hence| 
-[e.Co.1.r6 jthe Church we are ſpeaking. of is a 
[189 2: 5-[vitible ſpiritual Body-Politick, and 
bj £2-2-5-12s ſuch having a ſpecial and peculi- | 
L ar Relation to Chriſt the Political 
: 98 3* [Head f, wherein. the ſpecial Glory 
 -- and Excellency of this Church doth i 
ly. T_ 
| IR ; 
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» | Chriſt *, in the ſolemn and facred 


[ Or Congregational Church. 
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$.7.The great Concern therefore of 
this Body,is its true Political Relation 
to Chriſt, as the head thereof =, that 
it be by its viſibility, at leaſt, Chriſt's 
Corporation Þ», 1, By his Purchale ©. 
2. By his Charter and Inſtitution, 


Rules and Appointments ©. 
the Diſpenſation be Chriſt's, fo that 
all things therein tranſacted be in 
the Name and Power of the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt *, and to God's Glory 
by himf. 4. That the Matter of 
this Church be viſibly approved as 
Members of Chriſt's Myſtical Body, 
and ſo in Chriſt Jeſus by Faith vilt- 
bly at leaſt 5, 5. That their aſſo- 
ciation into one Body be by expli- 
cite Covenant firſt to Chriſt the 


Head, and to one another as vulible 
Members of Chriſt, ſuppoſed faith-]® 


ful and Loyal to him®, 6. The 


Chriſt *, and the Spirit *, from all 
other Political Heads, as ſuch (in this 
ſpiritual relation) and all pretendedly 
Eccleſiaſtical ' or Civil ®, or Paſtoral 
compullion, and Arbitrary Govern- 
ment within themſelves *. 
oreat enjoyment of the Preſence and 
Bleſſing of Thriſt *. 3. Their com- 
munion in Chriſt with one ano- 
ther ?, and thereby their edification 
in Grace, and continued growth in 


ule 


a Eph. 4. 
I5, IG, 
b 1Cor.12. 


being founded upon his Doctrine, 
3. That; 


great ends of it are, 1. A freedom 1n! j 


2. The|3 


d Mat. 28. 
20s 


e Col.2.17 
f Eph.3.21 


þ 


g Phil, 1.1 
2 Cor. 6. | 


17. 
| 2 The. 2.4. 
m 1/a. 25. 
13. 
n 1 Pet.5, 


2 Fohn 10. 
O ReVeJ. 1s. 
Eph. 1.3. 
P 1Cor. 10 
16, 

q 1C0r.14. 
26, 


r Eph.4.15 
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\ Eph. 1.3, 
Col. 2. 19. 
Eph. 1.18, 
I9. 

a 1Pete2.5 


b Eph. 5. 
39s 


©, 7- 
f'1Pet.2.5 
Eph. 2.21. 


uſe of all his holy Inſtitutions and 


Appointments : All which they look: 
upon (not as Bondage) but their de-| 


lirable Enjoyments and Priviledges 
granted to them by the Charter and 
Seal of the New Teſtament F. 

F. 8. As it is and ought to ap- 
pear a ſpiritual Body *, and there- 


fore vilible; it muſt be made up of| 


ſuch Members as to the adult part 
are Profeſſors of their Myſtical Re- 
lation to Chriſt » ; for the trueſt Be- 
liever cannot be known but by ſuch 
Profeſſion that muſt come into vi- 
ſibility, before any one can have any 


approved Church-Memberſhip , or]. 


any fair or plauſible pretence to. a 
right thereto ©. 

2. Tho Profeſſing Believers, with 
their immediate Infant-Seed are the 
true and fit Matter for a Viltble 
Church $, yet is not their Profeſſj- 
on the Viitble Form of a Church : 
Stones may be good and well ſqua- 
red for a Building, but do not give 
Form to any Houſe * till they be vi- 
ſibly conjoyned and knit together to; 
a Corner-Stone *, therefore the Band 
muſt be vilible in this Building of 
Chriſt; all the fitted parts, as liv- 
ing Stones, freely coming to Chriſt: 
the Corner-Stone, and by cammon 
conſent vniting themſelves to Chriſt 
and one another, to make a ſpiritu- 
al Houſe, a Habitation of God by 


F 
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his rt 8, every one of which, be- 
ing {nppoſedly at leaſt, united to 
Chriſt the Myſtical Head ®, and fo 
becoming living Stones, do now 
come to Chriſt by a ſecond explicite! 
viſible Union in a Political Body: 
of his*, which can be no other than 
Confederation, whereby each one, 
with his immediate Infant-Seed, is 
given up unto Chriſt, and aſlocia- 
ted to the ſaid Members in one Cor- 
poration or Body Politick. 

F. 9. That explicite confedera- 
tion gives form to a viſible Church, 


appears beyond all doubt, 1. From 
the nature of its being a Body Poli- 
tick or Corporation *, for all Civil 
- | Corporations -are in this manner 
*F- [made a Body. 2. Men may be very 
# [honeſt and good Subjects under the 
King's Government, but not incor- 
porated in any diſtinct Body Cor- 
porate under the King. 3. They 
that are incorporated, are bound by 
4 [ja promiſe of Fidelity to the King 
Ss [the Political Head, and by a promiſe 
obliging to Memberſhip with, and 
fidelity to that particular Body. 
4. There 1s no Perſon governable 
by any ſech Body Politick, that is 
not thus bound to it by ſuch confe- 
derations, for what hath it to do 
with ſuch as are without >»? -+5. It 
is not fit that any ſhould partake 


.of the granted Liberties and Privi- 


g Eph. 2, 
21, 22. 


h Eph.4-15 


1 Rom. I'2. 


Iz4z 5» 


a Ro. I 2.43 
5.1 C0r.12 
12,13, I4z 
27. 


b.1.C0r.5. 
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C Gen, I7. 
2, I Os 


G 
[E Eph. 2. 
21, 22- 

| 4 Pet, 2.5 


f A7.2.47 
55.12,14. 
& 1ſa.55.6 
£5 62. 5. 


ys, 


d R0.12.4,'dy ©, to a Houſe © or Temple, hold 


[Prey and directly 


ledges of any particular Society, 
without becoming a faſt Member| 
thereof; and how can any one that | 
is at his choice whether he will or 
will not, be made a faſt Member 
thereof, without a declared mutual 
obligation between him and ſuch 
Society ? As all theſe Reaſons hold 
good, as well tn a ſpiritual Body Po- 
litick, as a Civil, and bear a great 
Analogy with the Natural Body of 
a Man therein : So likewile it ap- 
pears in the ſecond place from the 
Word of God, ſpeaking of a Church 
as ſuch a Body. 1. The firſt con- 
ſtitution of a Congregational-Church 
in Abraham and his Seed, was by 
Covenant ©, and fo the great Refor- 
mations thereof afterwards, were 
by renewing Abrabam's Covenant. 
2. All the deſcriptions of a Viſible 
Church by allution to a Natural Bo- 


——_—— 


forth ſuch an 'explicite Band of 
parts together as well as the whole 
'to the Head, as parts of a Body or 
Houſe are knit together, which no- 
thing cin do in a Body Politick but 
a voluntary Confederation. 3, The 
expreſſions of joining to the Lord, 
and adding to the Church *.4.Church- 
. Covenanting under the Goſpel is 
foretold 5, 5. The: Apoſtle 1s ex- 
preſs about it, when he treats pur- 
of the true. mat-; 


ter | 


— 


WS 


Jof it ®, 


Or Congregational Church. 


4l 


ter of a Church, -and faederal form 
6. Profefled Subjection to 
'the Goſpel is explicite covenant- 
ing, as alſo in that place ſpeaking 
of giving up ones ſelf to the Lord and 
one another *, 
| F. 10. Hence as It 1s a Covenant- 
ing Body, ſo a Body ſeparate from 
the World Heatheniſh and Anti- 
chriſtian =. A Church cannot be a 
peculiar and ſele& People without 
ſeparating . from communion in 
Church Ordinances with viſible un- 
believers, and from falſe Worſhip of 
all kinds whatever Þ. 

$. 11, The immediate Infant- 
Seed of the Confederate-Beltever, 
becomes given up unto God, and re- 
ceives Church-Memberſhip in and 
by the Parents Covenant =; for ſuch 


Congregational-Church which re- 
mains un-altered : for the righteouſ- 
neſs of faith, and the Seal of the 
righteouſneſs of Faith remaining to 
Believers Þ, as the Goſpel preached © 
to Abraham was the Bleſſing that 


came on the Gentiles *, it belongs to 


them to whom he was the Father,even 
In that reſpec ©, and they are Heirs 
according to the Promiſe *, being the 
Children of God by Faith in Chrilt 5 
are bleſſed with faithful Abrabam *, 
yea as many as have bin baptiſed into 
Chriſt have put on Chrilt as A 
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of' 
ſelf and Seed in Covenant, and both 
Jew-,and Greek, Male and Female, are 
all ofi# (as to this reſpet) in Chriſt 


Jeſus*, And being Abrabam's Seed!,yea |: 
his Children as 1/ſaac was, they inhe-| 


rit the Bleſſing in the righteouſneſs 


of Faith and the Seal thereof,to them-] 
ſelves and Seed, But this Bleſſing as} 


it comes upon. the Gentiles as. fellow- 


heirs of the ſame Promiſe made to] 


Abrabam ®, which neither the make- 


ing or abrogation of Moſes his Con-|' 


ſtitution did or could diſannul *, 
comes not on this or that Nation, 
or Race of any Family. ſpecified, as 


it was. upon Abrabam's, but it] 


comes only in the right of a confe- 


derating Believer *, and therefore on | 


him and his immediate Seed only ; 
for the Child of a Believer whea he 
comes to be adult, ' by his nog-pro- 
feſſion of Arabam's Faith, and non- 
covenanting accordingly, his. Mem- 
berſhip ceaſeth, and his Seeds ; and 
therefore the Grandfather's Faith can- 
not give the Grand-Child any right 
to the ſeal of the righteouſneſs of 
Faith ; but the Infants Memberſhip 
and Raght to any Church-Priviledge, 
as It muſt ly in the immediate Parent, 
{othe-unbelief of the immediate Seed, 
cuts off from any right to that Seal, 


C 12, 


bam-did, both in reſpe@ of the right- |, 
eouſneſs. of Faith, and the Seal there- | 
the Priviledge he hath for him= 


| 


| 
| 


Union are ,very.gre-t, viz. The con- 
. |ſtant and frequent waiting and at- 
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'©« 12. The ends of s of Viſible C Church- 


tending upon God in his. Worſhip, 
and that by a People aſſembling, to- 
gether for this end and purpoſey with ! 


one Heart-and Mind 2, in one Place Þ, | 
and therefore in communion with|& 
Chriſt the Head ©, and all the Mem- 
bers of the Body together ©, wher e-j3 
by each Member is nour iſhed and © 


edified, and grows up into Chriſt 


ate ends of Viſible Church-Union ; 

The ſtedfaſt' abode therein f, the 
offering up ſpiritual Sacrifices unto 
God acceptable through Chriſt 5, and: 
ſhewing forth the Vertues of him 
that. hath called them out of Dark- 
neſs into his marvellous Light *. 


the Head: in all things ©; the. Ordi-j2, 
{dinances of communion the immedi- 
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CHAP. V. 
Of Gathering a Goſpel Viſible Church. 


{Christ firſk in Gathering a Church : 
The Means of Grace by Converſjon, 
and Good Men exciting, Inſtruments : 
How a People thus moved come into 
a Body : How Incorporated orderly, 
without confuſton : What ordinary 
| Chriſtian Prudence. 16 to be uſed, and 
Queſtions put : An Eſſential Charch 
a true Church as to being, but not as 
to well-being: A Perſon excepted 
againſt to defer for that time. 


F. 1, Viſible Gofpel-Church is 
made: by gathering di- 
vers ſelect Perſons unto Jeſus Chriſt 
in a ſpiritual Body, and relation toſ 
him as their Political Head a,and it is| 


firſt gathers them, ſeeketh his Sheep, 


9: 14,16. good Work to do his Will through 


ſo he cometh and preacheth Peace 
by the Miniſtry of the Everlaſting 
Goſpel Þ, and accompanying it with 
c.48 26. his Spirit, bleſſeth it to the turning 


15, Men from Darkneſs to Light ©, _ 
| ing 
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Fing Faith and Love in Sinners 


4 


. 'd L Tim, Is 
brace the Bleſſings of Abraban?s Co-| ,, 
venant, and profeſs the ſame *. (e A& 15. 


Let us go up to the Houſe of the Lord*. 


| prrrpoſe of heart , i.e. by an explicite Þ 74. 


Hearts *, whereby they come to em- | 
) y tNey 


F&. 3. \hen God hath called ' 11: 

ſome thus through his Grace * in —_— 
any place, and they have taſted that * OE 
the Lord 1s gracious Þ, they begin to b 1 Per.2.3 
{ee and behold, how richly Chriſt's 
Glory. and all-the Myſteries thereof 
are diſplayed in the Churches® his < £h-3:9, 
Golden Candleſticks *, and there-|\% . 
fore ſeck after all waysand means pro- = FS 
vided by Chriſt, for their coming as 1 7er. 2.5. 
lively Stones to Chriſt the Corner- | 
Stone *®, and of becoming a ſpiritual 
Houſe, or Habitation of God by his 
Spirit, that they may offer unto 
God ſpiritual: acceptable Sacrifices in 
and through Jeſus Chriſt,call upon,and 
encourage one another, ſaying, come 


e Eph. 2. 
21, 22 


| 


|; f Iſa. 2. 
and he will teach us his ways, and cakes. 


{ome that are eminent in Faith and 
Holineſs excite and ſtir up others to 
their Duty, and claim of their Pri- 
viledges in Chriſt, as Barnabas did * 
at Antioch 5, when he ſaw the Grace g As he 
of God in the new Converts, made *** 
through the Miniſtry of the Diſci- 
ples ſcattered by the Perſecution from 
the Church at Jeruſalem, he exhorts | 
them to cleave to the Lord with full 


Church-Covenant, for he ſaw as tO | 


's the : 
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aw 
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the inward heart-work, it was —k 


ready done : Whichithey did accor- 
dingly, and became a Church by a 
viſible Conſtitution, and profeſſed 
Subjeftion to the Goſpel of Chrift, 
in all its holy Appointments, in 
which Church Paul and Barnabas 
Preached a whole Year*, and to 
which Elders were Ordained +, 

F. 4. Hence ſuch a People thus 
moved by the Grace of God, and 
having by mutual couverſe one with 
another in their Neighbourhood and 
Society in ſonie holy Duties, ſpeak- 
ing often ſolemnly and ſeriouſly a- 
mong themſelves of the things of 
God and their Souls=, diſcerning 
the Grace of God Þ», and love to the 


'|Lord Jeſus Chriſt, his Houſe and 


Members in each other, and finding 


good and ſufficient matter to build] 


with ©,counting the coſt of their pro- 
feſſed undertaking ©, in the fear of 
God ©, ſtrength of Chriſt, and aſſi- 
ſtance of the Spirit *, having fre- 
quently and ſolemnly waited upon 
God on this account together and 
apart 5, as alſo adviſed with the 
neighbouring Churches of Chriſt 
and Elders thereof ®, and finding 
their way made clear before them, 
by the footſteps of other Flocks ' of 
that Nature *, they proceed with 
their Faces Z1on-ward * , to the moſt 
ſolemn attending this great -matter, 
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| one fully ſatisfied with each 0- 
| thers declared and profeſſed grounds 


cordially to receive one another B1Y 3» 4, 5: 


in framing a Goſpel-Temple with 
Faſting and Prayer, and -manage it 
in ſuch a manner as becomes ſo ſa- 
cred and weighty a buſineſs, without 
any thing of confuſion ?. 

S. 5. And' therefore, that it may 
be ſo performed, ſomething of or- 
dinary Chriſtian-Prudence is neceſſa- 
ry =, under Chriſt's General Rules, 2 779-13. 
that all things ſhould be done in;,*” 
and about Churches and God's Ser-| 
vice without confuſion Þ, and toedi-, Þ 1 Cor-14 
fication ©. For which reaſon, on a1 33, 
ſolema Day, ſet apart for this end, ph hy = 
they ought in Faith and dependancei,g *' © 
on him*, to depute one of their num-| $ames 1.6 
ber, for that time at leaſt, to go 
before the reſt in 'the concerns of 
that Day, and preſide in matters of 
Order ©, which being done, all of © 1 £9 
them, and each perſon, he or ſhe; 14+ 4* 
(by her ſelf, if baſhfulneſs hinder 
not, it it doth,by delivering in Writ- 
ing what ſhould be ſpoken) are to give 


I 1 Cor. 14 
1 33» 40» 


for each, and of the hope they have, 
with meekneſs and reverencef, whichjf 1 Pet. 3- 
when all have done, Two Queſtions; 25 
are to be put by the ſaid preſiding 
perſon : 

1. Whether they be all and every 


of Hope®, fo far as to be willing], $2.2. 


the 
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an account of what God hath done . 
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| | 
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-fo2 Theſ,1, and rejoicing *, Then laſtly, to con- 


£41 Theſ.2. ſome Word of Exhortation, and 


FE: 48 Of Gathering 4 
| go 15.7-'the Lord $? Which being anſwer- 
I'O,2s 


this Caſe :) The next Queſtion ought 
to be, 

2, Whether they all and every one 
do freely, ſolemuly and unanimouſly 
give up themſelves and their Seed to 
h Re. 12.1 the Lord® and join themſelves to one 
Marr. 19. another in Church-Fellowſhip i, pro- 
13,7  miſing ſabjection to Chriſt their Po- 

its foo ; 
i#6, 41,42 1itical Head, in the Faith and Order 
k 2 Cor.g. Of the Goſpel *, and to walk accor- 
T3 dingly in diſcharge of their Duties 
'to God and one another, as becom- 
maſa eth Church-Members !, through the 

1***7* Grace of God helping and aſſiſting, 
_ ., and 
mcg —_ the right hand of fellowſhip ® ? 

Which Queſtion anſwered in the 
Affirmative, the ſaid deputed per- 
ſon, doth in the Name of the Lord 
Jeſus declare them a Church of Chriſt. 
As likewiſe the Elders and Brethren 
of other Churches there preſent (as 
they ought to be, if they can be had, 
'to behold their Faith and Order ® ) 
ſhould alſo declare that they own 
and acknowledge them a Church 
of Chriſt, to their great fſatisfa&tion 


N C91. 2.5. 


3, 4- tiane the Work of the Day with 


£3» 38 | earneſt Supplication, that God would 


accordingly give to each other | 


edin the Affirmative by Suffrage,(or! 
word of Mouth, which is beſt 1a}. 


'be pleaſed to bleſs rhis Flock, and. 
| | cauſe 


__ 
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| Being, yet it 1s not compleat as to. 
| that Chriſt hath purchaſed and 
{ provided for it, having not due in- 
| all Ordinances, or execution of the 
{orderly and regular manner ©. 


| the Keys is-a Church eſſential ; for 


= __ 
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cauſe it to grow, as alſo, that God 
would give them a faithful Paſtor ?, 
with other Miniſterial Officers, giv- 
ing thanks to God for this ſo hope- 
ful a beginning, and what he hath 
graciouſly done for them 9, 

S. 6. A Church thus conſtituted 
is a true Church, and a Body of 
Chriſt ; and tho its not yet orga- 
nized with Miniſterial Offcers, yet 
it wants nothing of the Eſſence of 
a Church of Chriſt =, for if a Church 
ceaſeth not to be a Church when 
it hath loſt all its Miniſterial Offi- 
cers, and reduced to this ſtate, then 
this Church is an eſlential Church. 
Beſides, a Church muſt - be before a 
Paſtor can be, becauſe that Relation 
muſt ariſe out of the Church, and can- 
not. ariſe from elſewhere, a Church 
being a Corporation by Charter 
from Chriſt ; but yet though it be 
a true Church as to its Eſſence and 


its well-being >, in that it is not 
furniſhed with all its Priviledges 
ſtruments for the adminiſtration of 
Power committed to it, in the moſt 

& 7. Hence the firſt ſubje& of 


its impowered by Commiſſion from 


a 1Cor.i2 


27. 
Rev. 1.20 


b Titus 1.5 


D Chriſt 
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| 


Chriſt to chooſe its own Miniſteri- 
al Officers =; and if- they be one or 
more belonging to other Churches, 
or non-Members, they can receive 
them Members», Likewiſe they 
can admit other Members that de- 


fire to join with them. Laſtly, it] 


hath power to admoniſh or reje& 
any ſcandalous, or any offending 
Member, and that before ſuch a 
Church hath Elders or Deacons * ; 
Theſe are plain from the nature of 
a Body Corporate. 

$& 8. To conclude, If in the 
Gathering a Church any Perſon of- 
fering to join a Member, be on a- 
ny account excepted againſt, his ad- 
miſſion ought to be deferred for 


due hearing and conſideration after- 
ward, and not to interrupt the fur- 
ther Proceedings of that day 2. 


CHAP. 


the preſent, and his Caſe to have a | 
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| of the ways they walked in, in their 


jthem the goings out thereof, and the 
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CHAP. VL 


Of the Extraordinary Miniſters 
of the Churches, 


Chris bath provided for the well-being 
of his Churches : Miniſters for the. 
Eretion and Planting the Firſt 
Churches : Goſpel Conſtitution offer- 
ed to the Jews fir: Extraords- 
nary Miniſters who : And what their : 
Call, Qualifications, Work : Apo- 
files and Evangeliſts, how differing : 
The firſt Prophets and Teachers no Rut- 
ling Officers: Extraordinary Mi- 
niſters continue not, but are ceaſed. 


- HE Lord Jeſus Chriſt 

the Great Shepherd *, the 
Apoſtle and High Prieſt of our Pro- 
feſſion, faithful in his own Houſe Þ 
doth not only build it ©, but furniſh 
it with all Means of Grace condyu- 
cing to viſible and ſpiritual exerciſe 
of life and Godlineſs* ; and having 
ſhewed the form of his Houſe to any 
People taken out from and aſhamed 


former ignorance *, ſeparated and ſet 
them apart to the Lord 1n a ſpiri- 
tual Building *, doth likewiſe ſhew 


comings in thereof, and all the 
Forms thereof, and all the Ordinan- 
D 2 ces * 
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f Mat. 28. 


"Miniſtry as ſhould be beſt fitted to 


*[ planting and watering of them >» ; 
. | therefore Nominates and Ordains 


than ordinary Power, and quality- 


" 19, 20, 


| World, 


ces thereof, and all the Laws there- 
of, and writes it in their ſight, that 
they may keep the whole Form 
thereof, and all the Ordinances 
thereof, and do them, which is the 
Law of his Houſe ©, whereby he 
hath provided for the well-being of 
his Churches, ina fit and ſvitable 
Miniſtry and Ordinances, which he 
gave and diſpenſed, chiefly at his 
Exaltation *, . and according to his 
Commiſſion - from his Father, hath 
commanded them diligently to ob- 
ſerve i, 

&. 2. And accordingly, at firſt 
he provided for his Churches ſuch a| 


the Infant-ſtate of his firſt Churches 
after his Aſcention ®, both for the 


the firſt Miniſters (as is uſual in the 
like caſe among Men) in his Char- 
ter by Name®©, giving them more 


ing them with more than ordinary 
Gifts and Graces of his Holy Spi- 
rit * whereby they had light and 
authority * to teach and put in pra- 
Qtice the whole Mind and Will of 
Chriſt in planting, governing and 
furniſhing the Churches with their 
ordinary and appropriate Miniſtry, 
which was to be ſtated and ſtand- 
ing in them to the end of the 


S, 3. 


C ) 
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of the Churches. 33 | | 


0 L $. 3. As the Goſpel in its full ; 
| Light, was firſt by Chriſt's Ordina-| oj 
tion to be offered to the Jews *, who Þ Matt.10.| 
(according to Moſes) were bound to To $ 
hear - Chriſt, and prefer his perſon| "APY 
ſ } and Miniſtry before that of Moſes Þ :i b Deutr.18: 
So the Lord Jeſus Chriſt himſelf and | 2 5- 
Apoſtles, made the firſt offer of a M0 Te 3H 
Goſpel-Conſtitution of Churches to 
them, and placed a Goſpel and pow-} ,; 
erful Miniſtry in that Firſt and Fa-[ad i Cor.12 
mous Church at Jeruſalem ©, whichj 28. 
{ [in its building, precious matter *,|© /-54-11 
; { beautiful form, and moſt rich farni- ry M 
| | }rure, did ſo out-ſhine 2nd darken all] *  þF 
| 2 | the Glory of their Worlcly Sanciua- 
Ef |ry,and ſervices appertaining theretof,lF :7., g. 
; {thatthe whole Church Eſtabliſhment} 1, &. þ 
by the Ceremonial Law of Moſes , 
! |(the Vail under which Goſpel-My- 
[ ſ{teries lay obſcured 5,) was manifeſt-|8 2 Cor-3.- 
| [ly removed and done away *, hav-[,%., _ 
lag not only bin firſt Nailed to thej,, 
Croſs of Chriſt i, but alſo by ano-[i Co2.2. 14. 
ther Building *, and Miniſtration !,] kK Zeb. g. 
come in the room thereof, of much = «ad 
more ſpiritual Glory and Luſtre cc- -anats 
clipled ; inſomuch that what Moſes 
had made glorious, had no glory in 
this reſpect, by reaſon of the glory}. . -,, 
that excelleth ®. Hence the Church] ;o, 11. p. 
| [of the FJems, in regard of all its | 
Moſaical Eſtabliſhment in its Vailed . 
State, and as to its appurtenances ; 
appropriate to Abrabam's Natural 
Poſterity 
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aFeb.8.13 


q 


,ed and remained glorious ?, 


Poſterity in a National Church-Con- 
ſtitution, waxed old, decayed and 
vaniſhed away *, and the ſubſtantial 
part of Abraham's Covenant, in re- 
ſpe& of the true Grace and Govern- 
ment of the Promiſed Seed, appear- 


| $ 4. Theſe Extraordinary Mini- 
ſters, were Apoſtles, Evangeliſts, 
Prophets and "Teachers, whom the 
Lord Jeſus fet in the firſt Goſpel- 


28. 


IÞ Eph. 4. 


| IO, I I. 


C Matt. 10, 
2, F%. 


- Td At 1.20 


; 
þ 


2 
= 
þ 
3 


e Mat. 10. 


6. 
'f Eph.2-14 
'£ Mat. 2%. 
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'h Ads 13. 


I A9.11e13 


2.G4 1.12 


6.;and a Divine Ordination by Lot #, 


-m Altts 13. 


and gaVe| 
them to his Churches for a general 
good, but firſtly to that Church Þ 
where they firſt exerciſed their Mi- 
[niſtry, Apoſtleſhip and Elderſhip. 
| The Apoſtles (fo called by Chriſt's 
firſt Miſſion) were Twelve ©, ( one 
of which fell from his Apoſtleſhip?) 
theſe were Ordained by Chriſt him- 
felf, and had a double Miſſion, one 
to the Jews only before Chriſt's 
death © whereby the Partition-Wall 
[was broken down *, and then to all 
Nations Jews and Gentiles 5, with 
a particular charge to go to the 
'ews firſt ®, Upon the Fall of Judas, 
Matthias was choſen by the Church, 


| 


Paul and Barnabas were additional 
| Apoſtles k and ſent (eſpecially 
Paul) Apoſtles to the Gentiles |. 
They had an extraordinary Or- 
ination by Chriſt's immediate Call 
land Inſtigation of the Holy Ghoſt ®. | 
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They) 
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the Miniſtry ; and laſtly, had the r 2 11 


vangeliſts, ordained Apoſtolically ©, |dAfs 6.2. 


Of the Churches. 55 
They. were all of them ſuch as had 

bin Eye-Witneſſes of the Life, Death, 
ReſurreQion and Aſcention of the 

Lord ®, Payl himſelf had ſeen Chriſt, n 48s x. | 
but was converted and called to A», 21, 22,23: 
poſtleſhip after his Aſcention, there- 
fore he ſaith, he was born out of due 
time ®. They were divinely inſpired, 'o 1 Cor.. 
had a marvellous effuſion of the Spirit 15+ $. 9- 
upon them?, had the Gifts "—_ ves, Þ 4#-2.12; 
Healing, Interpretation and of m1-! | 
mat_ Works 4, They had more oy agen 
than ordinary Graces and Gifts, , Cor. 12. 
mightily furniſhed to the Work of 28. 


Care of all the Churches *. A 
$. 5. The Evangeliſts were in-| 
ſpired Miniſters of Chriſt to his | f 
Churches * ; Snb-Apoſtolick, Adju- JZ 3% 
vant to the Apoſtles in their Work, 4s 8. 5. 
and much at their direction »Þ. Some{| 26.9 21.8 
were Apoſtolick Evangeliſts, as|Þ 1 7im-1. 
Matthew and John, two of them ;|3: 
Called Evangeliſts from their Evan-[7;,, 1, 
gelical Hiſtories of Chriſt in their 
Goſpels ©. Mark and Luke were 0n-|c Matt.1.1* 
ly Evangeliſts, none of the Twelve. 
Philip, Timothy, Titus were only E- 


and employed and ſent by the 2 Tim. 1.6: 
Apoſtles to places where they had |" 755) 
Preached, and to. Churches already 
Planted, to Viſit, Teach and Direct 
to the Ele&ion of Officers, and ſee | 
a ſupply of what was wanting, or 
D 4 pre- ; 0; 
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C ib. 6. 3. 
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i 
e 1 Cor.14 


4» 53 37» 
1 The.5-20 


a1 C0r.13 


coming, 

& 6. The Prophets and Teach- 
ers of the firſt ſtamp, ſeemed to 
have much of Inſpiration by the 


-| Holy Ghoſt =, by the coming down 


thereof npon the Apoſtles and Bre- 
thren at Pentecoſt, It appears not 
that they had any Office or gover- 
ning Power in the Church, nor 
much differing Þ»: but being Brethren, 


full of the Holy Ghoſt, as the Dea-| 


cons and Barnabas betore ſet apart*, 
were employed by the Apoſtles, or 
moved 1n themſelves, to Preach the 
Goſpel where-ever they came, for 
Converſion of the dark, unbelieving 
World *. There were of later date 
Gifted Brethren by an ordinary Mea- 
ſure © of Grace and Gifts, ſome for 
Edification within the Church, and 
ſome for Propagation of the Goſ- 
pel abroad, which may yet remain, 
the reaſon thereof remaining. 

$. 7. Theſe Extraordinary Mi- 
niſters continue not in the Church- 
es 2, neither Apoſtles or Apoſtolick 
Men, to whom it was eſlential to be 
Ordained, or immediately ſent by 
Chriſt, and the Holy Ghoſt, as aHo 
extraordinarily inſpired and quali- 
fied. The Miraculous Gifts they 
were furniſhed with are ceaſed >. 
The Apoſtles were to be ſuch as 
had ſeen the Lord on Earth ©; eng 

ere 


| 


prepare Matters for the Apoſtles | 


a 


Ws, 0 


of the Churches. 


there is none now: They were 
charged with: the Care of all the 
Churches *, of fuck rhere is none 
now ; one or more to whom Chriſt 
hath committed the Care of all the 
Churches, or of many indehaitely. 
Laſtly, There's not the ſame Rea- 
{on for ſuch a Miniſtry now : The 
Doctrine of the Goſpel having bin 
received in the Nations of the Earth, 
the Canon of the Scripture filled ; 
Churches have bin planted and walk- 
ed in by the Rules and Order. of 
the Goſpel. The Doctrine of Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles abundantly con- 


firmed by divers Signs following *,[; 
and fince © by the Profeſſion, Pra- 
ice and Sufferings. of multitudes 
of faithful Witnelles*, 


D 5 
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f Zeb, 12. 
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RevV-12,11: 


| a Fplef. 5 ones © building and furniſhing his] 
—_ Temples and Habitations| 
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20, 2TI. 


' 19,20,.21 
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 A4S 13+ hath made proviſion for the calling 
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CHAP. VII. 


Chrift hath appointed a ſufficient Mi- 
niſtry for the Churches, according to 
their inward and outward concerns :| 
What an Elder is: What ſorts: | 


The Paſtoral Charge what it contains :| 


How diſcharged by one or more : 
A Teacher what: A Ruling Elder 
what : A Deaconnhat : A Church 
5 fully Organiz'd with a Paſtor and 
Deacon. 


"FF 


Prieſt of good things to come =, 


in of the Ele& >, and his redeemed 


r God by the Spirit *, not only 


by and under the Apoſtles Mini-| 
ſtry, but alſo by a ſufficiency of Mi-{ 
- niſtry and Ordinances in an ordi-| 
> Je Mar.28, nary and ſtanding way and manner 
43) d_ of Diſpenfation to the end of the 


World * 
uy 3 


Concerns of a- viſible Chufch in this 


World, Chriſt hath wiſely conſult-| 
ed._the well-being of it «, in inſtiru-! 


Of the Ordinary Miniſters of a Church. | 


HRIST being Exalted | 
to God's Right Hand, and | 
. {ſitting there an Apoſtle and High 


According to- the great | 
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ting and appointing the Miniſters 
thereof Þ, As to the higher inter- 
nal' concerns, he hath ordained El- 
ders®*; andas to the more exter- 
nal, (no Church being able to ſub- 


fiſt and keep up Ordinances accor- 


ding to the inſtituted Nature of 
them, without a due care of thoſe 
concerns) he hath ordained and ap- 
pointed Deacons ©. 

$. 3. An Elder is an ordinary 
Minifter to the Church, choſen and 
ordained by it to a Charge with 
Rule and Government *, being a 
Perſon of Ape or Gravity, judged 
to be duly qualified for it >, An 


Elder, Presbyter or Biſhop, we may| 


find to. be taken in Scripture for one 
and the ſame thing*, in relation to a 
Church of Chriſt, and are moſtly ta- 
ken indifferently for any Ruling 
and Teaching Miniſter ; as may be 
ſhewed by Claſlick Authors in Civ1l 
reſpets, and by Scripture Lan- 
guage. An Elder is an ordinary 
{ſtanding Miniſter. in a Church, The 
Apoſtles were Elders ©, and execut- 
ed Elders places, both in Teaching 
and Ruling where-ever they came, 


but- all 'Elders were not Apoſtles, |. 


nor could they exert Apoſtolick Powey, 


Elders being Men of ordinary uſe in a] ' 


Charch of Chriſt, and muſt conti- 
nne *, An Elder primarily ſignifies 


an old : Man *, bunt opp I ; 


- Office 
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A.1:Pet. 5, 


2, 2s 
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:Office of Elderſhip in Church or State, 


'A Biſhop is an- Overſeer of a Charge, 


Ruling, one or both, Ruling at 


Aft, 20.38, 
= jb. Fohn 10 


he is fitly called a Presbyter or Alder- 
man in our Language, 4. e. Elderman. 
Such there were in the Church and 
State of the Jews 5-, and are in 
the- Churches under the Goſpel *. 


and may be: without Rule: Among; 
the Grecians an Attick Magiſtrate, 
Clark of the Market, or Commiſ-- 
ſary of an Army was called. a - Bi- 
ſhop ; but the Scripture uſeth it for 
a Miniſterial Charge, Teaching and- 


leaſt. 

$. 4 The Elders of a Church, 
are Paſtor, or Adjuvant in the Pa-. 
ſtoral Charge under Chriſt. The 
Paſtor is an- Elder of a viſible and 
particular Church, Choſen and Or-: 
dained to the Office of: Feeding the: 
Flock by the. Word; Sacraments and 
Government 2: The Office, Charge 
and' buſineſs of a Paſtor is as a- Shep-. 
herd to his Flock, to Feed, Guide 
and Fold ;. So Chriſt is the great 
Paſtor Þ, and the firſt to the Goſpel-- 
Church © And as he- 1s the Chief 
Paſtor ©; ſo is he-the great Preſident. 
and' Example: to. all the- Paſtors. of 
particular Churches '-1n all things 
wherein he is to be followed in the 
Exerciſe of their Paſtoral' relation *-; 
as alſo the: Guidance: of- his. Spirit, 


and; DireQion of his. Word *, with|. 
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of a Church. 


all his holy Inſtitutions; are to be 
diligently obſerved, for to him it 
is that they muſt give account 5 of 


this their great Stewardſhip ®. 


$. 5- The Miniſterial Charge as 
to Adminiſtration . of things of 
the moſt ſpiritual Nature in a Vi- 
ſible Church, is contained in the Pa- 
ſtoral Relation,and where God gives 
ability to perform it fully to the edt- 
fication of the Church, One may per- 
form it duly 2. But in caſe of bodi- 
ly iafirmity, or greatneſs of the Con- 
gregation, if: he is not able through 
the firſt to bear the whole Work of 
Teaching and Exhorting, or for the 
other reaſon, he 1s not able to go 
through the-governing Work, Chriſt 
hath provided Helps and Aſliſtance 
for him; a Teacher in his Teach- 
ing work, and a ruling Elder to aid 
and aſſiſt in Ruling Þ». 

$. 6. He that is called and or- 
dained -of Chriſt by the Church to 
concur with the Paſtor in the Teach- 
ing Work, to the furthering the 
Churches . Edification, 1s called a 
Teacher, and- waits on that Service, 
helping alſo in. Ruling with the Pa- 
ſtor =, 
 &. 7. He that is Called and Or- 
dained of Chriſt by the Church to 
concur with the Paſtor in diligent- 
ly: rulidgz is required to wait on 
chat Work. eſpecially, for. the Edi- 


g Heb. 13. 
I 


7. 
h r Cor.4. 
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| fication of the Church, and is call- 
a 1 Tim.3.|ed a Ruling-Elder, and is Ordained 
—_M ale In — "gy manner with a Teach- 
.- -*[ing-Elder =. 
—_—_ 5 8, He that miniſters. to the 
external concern of the Church, 
ſerving Tables for the ſupport of 
the Worſhip of God, and relief of 
| the Poor, isa Deacon'* : there may 
2 48s 6.2.\be one or more, as the concerns of 
"ha .33* |the Church are, and there may be 
with cþ. 6, | Women-helps, (in ſome Caſes ne- 
Neb.13.13 ,Ce{ſary)called Deaconeſſes >. The Dea- 
b Zom. 16. |con's Charge is the true and faithful 
-S 12:5. | diſpoſal of the Churches Stock and 
S , wg 5* [Contributions,and to the Church they 
* 1c 1Cor.4.2 |are accountable ©, 
1 7im,3-8,) F. 9, A Church which hath a 
[9,10 [Paſtor and Deacon 1s fully Orga-} 
| oh 74-10 [nized, the Church requiring no| | 
F more to Edification : The Paſtoral} } 


Office containing 1a it all the Teach- 
ing and Ruling Charge, and the 
Deacons all that concern the Care of} 
the Church as to Externals, 


= ; 


I] How a Church is regularly furniſht by 


=Gof 


CHAP. VIII. 
Of a Call to a Church Miniſtry. 


Call and Ordination : A Call imme- | 
diate or mediate»: What each 1s : 
How a Church comes to a Call : And 
how made : The conſummation there- 
of no Ordination : A Perſon call- 
ed being not a Member, ought to be 
joined to the Church calling hun, before 
Ordination : None can or ought to 
be Ordained to the Catholick Viſable 


Church. 

| 

F. 1. Church of Chriſt comes 
to be regularly furniſhed 

with a Miniſtry for its Edification, 


by a due Call * of ſuch as are qua- 
lifed thereto, and Ordination of 
them. A Church Calls, when after 
waiting upon God for Dire&tions Þ, 


a Heb.$.4. 


þ 


b Phil. 4.6| - 


and coming to be _—— with| Mar. 9.38. 


the Grace and Miniſterial Gifts of 


a- perſon or perſons, which having 
tryed ©, they are inclined to appre- 


hend him or them fuitable for them, 
the Church gives him or them a 
folemn invitation to a Miniſterial 
Charge. 

& 2. A Call to a Miniſterial 
Charge -or Work, 1s either imme- 


(diately by God himſelf in a more: 
| _ © than 


C1Fob 4.1 | 
17im-3.10, 


—  — —  ——— — 
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a Gal.1.1. 
12, 
L 7im,1.1. 


b Rom, 10s 
I9* 


[than uſual way or manner *, or 


mediate by the Church of God ; 
and every one that undertakes ſuch 
holy ſervice muſt have one of theſe 
two Calls, or elſe God ſends him 
not b; The immediate. Call is when | 7; 
God doth: qualifie and call a Perſon | 
to + Miniſterial Service without the 
inſtrumentality of Men.or Churches; 
and ſuch was the Call of the Pro- 
phets and Apoſtles, whoſe Call was 
their Ordination and Infallible. 

$. 3. A Mediate Call 1is- that 
which Chriſt makes by the inſtru- 
mentality of a Church walking after 


a 1Pet.5.2 
2 Foln 6. ' 


b Fer.3-15 
Mat:9-37, 


$5 | 


ſo: well fatisfied, do..conſent 


Chriſt's commands =, but is not 1n- 
fallible, but eventually may not an- 
ſwer the Churches end. in Calling, 
beeauſe the-Perſon called may not be 
ſuitable; or for ſome reaſons may. re- 
fuſe to:ſubmit thereto. Hence God 
anſwers a Churches Call, by ſending 
to them a Perſon fit and willing, 
whereby it moſt times proves happy 
and ſucceſsfuld. 

$. 4. The Church having wiſely 
and duly debated the whole matter,} 
with all ſecrecy, and keeping things 
within the Church,and asked counſel 
of God and Neighbour Churches (fo 
far as may be needful) and come to 
ſome reſult among themſelves, all, it 
poſſible agreeing without ſtrife and 
murmuring =, or at leaſt if any not 
tO; aC- 


quieſce 


— 
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| quieſce in the mind of the Church, 


the Call is agreed upon; but by 
ſuch only who are actual Members, 
not by Members of other Churches, 
that communicate npon recommen- 
dation only. 

$. 5. The conſummation of the 
ſaid Call is made by the free accep- 
tance of the Perſon called * ; but ſuch 
Call and Acceptance (though neceſ- 
ſary as Preliminaries) do not con- 
ſtitutea Perſon in a Miniſterial Office, 
any more than a private Contract 
doth conſtitute Man and Wife, but 
Marriage by a Publick Covenant be- 
fore ſufficient Witneſs : So that the 


[Perſon Called, is not conſtituted in 


Office without Ordination, which 1s 
a Publick and ſolemn ſetting him 
apart. 

$. 6. If the Perſon called be not 
a Member, where he 1s to take his 
Church-Charge, he ought now, up- 
on the ſaid Call and Acceptance, to 
join as an acual Member to the 
Church * : For to conſtitute a non- 
Member in Office 1s contrary to all 
the Rules of any Corporate Socle- 
ty. 

$. 7. A Perſon may not be Or- 
dained a Paſtor or Church-Officer at 
large, or before he be called to a par- 
ticular Congregation: For relates 
and cor-relates are co-eſlential to 
each other, and have reciprocal rela- 
tive 


— 


a 17Tet.5.2 


a At. 6.3. 
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Of a Call to a Church Miniſtry. 


tive affections: Ordination alſo is 
a ſolemn recognition of a Contra 
before made, which is done in the 
Call: Moreover, to make a Paſtor 
before a People call him,is to make a 
Paſtor to no body; and to Ordain a 


Paſtor upon ſuppoſal ſome People 


will chooſe him, makes him not on- 
ly precarious, but null ip/o fad@o; for 
being Ordained upon a ſuppoſed fu- 
turition, makes his preſent Ordina- 


tion void, not being a capable ſub- | 


ject till called to a Relation, And if 
it be ſaid, Such an one 1s Ordained 
Paſtor to the Catholick viſible Church, 
Then 1.,Why did not that Church call 
him? 2. Why may not Deacons be 
Ordained to the Catholick viſible 
Church ? 3. If he be Ordained Pa- 


ſtor to the Catholick, how can he be] | 
Paſtor to a particular Church ? ualeſs| | 
he become a general and particular | * 


Paſtor, a double Paſtor ; which is ab- 
ſurd. 4. What power have-a few 
Paſtors or Churches to Ordain any 
Man to be Paſtor to the Catholick 
Church ? as much power as an 1ncor- 
porated People, or the Mayors of ſe- 
veral Corporations meeting together, 
have to appoint a common Mayor to 
all Corporations, or to make one 
another ſo, 


CHAP. 
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coming of it) by which our Tran- 


CHAP. I X. 
Of Ordination. 


Of the meaning of the Word : How 
4 Thenſaters f the Word : Whe- 
ther the Impoſition of Hands be pecu-| 
har to Church Mimſters > Whether 
Teaching Elders only can Ordain : 
Laying on of Hands of Antiquity ; and 
of what uſes: Divers Opinions about 
it : Arguments Anſwered, 1 ,2,3,4. 
Concluded that it's an obſolete Rite, 
and Nine Arguments for it : How 
Ordination ought to be performed : 
How a Deacon's: Ordination may 
be repeated: The Ordination of a 
meer Preaching Miniſter ta Conver- 


ſton. 


F. 1.4 ARdination is an Engliſh 
Word (almoſt Latine, and 


flators render Words in both Origi- 
nals of very divers ſignifications : But 
their uſe of the Word may be redu- 
ced for the moſt part, to theſe two 
General ſignifications. 1, To the 
ſsnce of pre-ordination of thin s, 
or perſons; and ſo Ordination is de- 


ſtination. 2. It's taken for an a&-] 


val conſtitution of a thing or per- 
ſon, in a ſtate or relation that ei- 
ther is deſigned unto. 1. By ena-; 
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a Iſa. 20. 


33- 
Att.13.38. 
10.42. 
Epbeſ.2.10 
1 Pet.1.20 
Fer. le 5. 
b 1 Cor.7. 
17. Att,16 
I4. P/.81, 
5. IChro, 

9. 22, 
Gal.3. 19. 
Cc Mar, 3. 
14, At 1, 
22, 2Chr. 


| 


. 


| 


| « | New Teſtament) 
1. | Hen, it ſignifies only the inſtating 


Qing * Laws for this or that thing, 
or perſon, which 1s called an Ordi- 
nance, and is a Conjugate to Or- 
dination, becauſe ordained ; or 2. 
By conſtituting, inſtating or enſtall- 


ing a Perſon in a Charge or Office, {MC 


which is moſt properly Ordination 
in that ſence, as we are here con- 
cern'd in it ; being the publick and 
ſolemn enſtating or inſtalling a per- 


ſon in an Office or Charge com-|| 


mitted to him, to which he was du- 
ly before called, and which he hath 
accepted. 

$. 2. But when Ordination (ac- 
cording to its uſage in the Old or 
is applied unto 


any one actually in a Place or Charge 
that he is deſigned or called to. 
Again, in all the places, 'where 
our Tranſlators make fuch uſe of the 
Word, there is not the leaſt men- 
tion of Impoſition of Hands, tho the 


Word rendred ordaining- *, fignihes i 


the lifting up of hands by way of 
Suffrage in EleQion of Officers. 

S. 3. It's thought generally, that 
Impoſition of Hands 1s only an ho- 
nourary and peculiar Ceremony to 
the Ordination of Teaching Elders, 
and facred to them alone: But if 
the ſaid Impoſition be a thing eſſen- 
tial to Ordination as ſuch, it muſt: 
belong .to all Church-Miniſters. or- 


dained, 
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dained; as to Ruling Elders and 
Deacons : becauſe likewiſe the great- 
eſt Plea that can be made for lay- 
g on of Hands on ordinary Church- 
iniſters muſt be taken from the 


*©ÞOrdination of Deacons *, whereas 


indeed, we have not one inſtance of 
laying on of Hands on ordinary 
{ Teaching Elders in the whole New 
| Teſtament, tho we read of the ordain- 
ing them Þ. 
$. 4. Again, it's an Error com- 
monly received, that Ordination 
(performed by that ſuppoſed ſacred 
[Rite) is only to be adminiſtred by 
| Teaching Elders, whether of the 
[ſame Church, or of other Churches, 
land is an authoritative a& of 
I/zch, But this muſt needs be a great 
| miſtake upon all accounts; for the 
| Elders of. one Church cannot per- 
| form an Authoritative AQ in ano- 
| ther, it being a great Uſurpation = , 
and the Elders of one Church 
having no power to Vote in another, 
which the meaneſt Brother hath, 
therefore how little power hath a 
foreign Elder to ordain or lay on 
hands in the faid Church. If it ap- 
pertain to Elders only, ſure to the 
Elders of that Church in which the 
Ordination 1s, and to thoſe to whom 
Authoritative Acts do belong, and 
not to the Elders of another Church 
[and Corporation, any more than the 
| en- 
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enſtalling the Mayor of one Corpo-| 
ration appertains to an Authorita- 
tive A& of the Mayor of another. 
But it may be truly ſaid, That Cr- 
dination of Elders 15 oftner in Churches 
that have no Elders at all, than in 
ſuch that want one, and that bave others 
ſurviving ; Who then muſt Crdain a 
PaFtoy called to a Paſtoral Charge, and 
lay Hands upon bim ?* Anfſ. Who| 
ſhould do it but the Church that call-| 
ed him »? Who ſhould put him in-| 
to his Charge but Chriſt by them ?] 
for it's Chriſt inveſts any perſon] 
with a Church Miniſterial Office by} 
the Church where he hath placed 
his Name ©, which 1s his Preſence and 
Authority. He is the ſervant of Chriſt 
to his Church, and 1s its Proprie- 
ty, and therefore, as called, ſo to be 
Eleted and Inſtalled by it. Obj. But 
may the Church, having no Elders, lay 
Hands on him? Anf. Either the 
Church muſt do it, or it muſt not 
be done at all; and if it be neceſſa- 
ry to be done, the Church muſt do 
it, being anAuthoritative A& : Fo- 
reign Miniſters have no power to do 
it : (it's {o in Civil Corporations, 
every Juriſdiction 1s diſtin 1n it 
ſelf :) The power is in the Church 
to lay on Hands ( if allow'd as ne- 
ceſſary)) by ſome Brethren delegated 
and appointed thereto, and it ſtands 


with the greateſt reaſon, that they 
that 
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_|M that have a lawful right to Call and 


Chooſe, have the true Right of or- 
F\daining, and not they who have no 
power to Chooſe or Call, Beſides, 
while laying on of Hands was in uſe, 
(extraordinary Gifts being indiffe- 
rently beſtowed, as God pleaſed) 
it was performed indifferently by 
God's Appointment, as Anamas an 
ſ] eminent old Chriſtian 9, was ſent to 
llay Hands on Saul; and likewiſe, 
J|/the Prophets and Teachers in the 
210] Church that was at Antroch (it ap- 

pears not that they wereElders there) 
q| were appointed by God to lay Hands 
on Paul and Barnabas, tho at ano- 
ther time Philip an Evangeliſt could 
not lay Hands on them that were 
convert2d by his Miniſtry, confirn'd 
by his Miracles, and baptiz'd by 
him ; but he having not power to 


ay] <onvey the Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt 


by laying on of Hands, Peter and 
John came to Samaria for that end 
and purpoſe ©; Whence it appears, 
(Philip being an Evangeliſt, and an 
extraordinary Miniſter, having not 
the power of beſtowing the Gifts of 
the Holy Ghoſt (tho he had them, 
and wrovght Miracles) and therefore 
did not lay on Hands, tho he bapti- 
zed) that this Ceremony was uſed 
according to the Diſpenſation (as 
God pleaſed) of the Gift of beſtow- 
ing the Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, net- 
they, 
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Th | reaſon of this practice being ceaſed, 
{the Rite it ſelf is alſo ceaſed, as above- 


;4it's enongh, that they are impow- 
|er'd by. Chriſt and his Church to this 


| 


lon, That they that Ordain others by 
laying on of Hands mu$t be in the 


|thren that adminiſter the Rite, do it 
in the Name of Chriſt, and repre- 


| themſelves, ſuperionur as the Apo- 


ther confined by any Inſtitution. to: 

Elders or Brethren ; and . therefore 
one or Other laid on Hands, as this]: 
{ff 1Cor.12.] Gift was by God beſtowed f. And 
17* ® 7: [therefore it need not be any objecti- 


ſame Office, and ſuperiour to the per- 
ſon ordained, and hence Rrethren 
cannot ordain a Paſicr. For we Re- 
ply, That the Church 1s ſupream to 
any or all the Miniſters thereof, they 
being but miniſtring Servants thereto; 
that (ſuppoſing laying on of Hands 
be Ordination) the delegated Bre- 


ſenting the Church, it's needleſs the 
Perſons applying ſhould be- in. office 


ſtles, or equal . as- ordinary Elders, 


{ervice at this time. But the whole 


faid, for no extraordinary, nor or- 
dinary Gifts are .now conveyed by 
laying: on of the Hands of the Preſ- 
bytery,. or of Brethren, neither is 
the :Perſon ſo enſtalled,. any better 
qualified for: his place, either, made 
honeſter or abler by a. ſpirit of Go- 
yernment,, or any more furniſht with 


Gifts. and Graces, . any. more- than a 
F ; ſecular 
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ſecular Magiſtrate (Mayor or others) 
is by the Ceremonies of his Inſtal- 
ment. 

$ 5- This Ceremony of laying 
on of Hands was of great Antiqui- 
ty, and variouſly applied, for quite 
contrary ends, according to the Caſe 
it was conjoined with by Divine Com- 
mand or Humane Uſage. It was uſed 
in Prophetick Bleſſings =, and 1t was 
uſed in ſolemn Exſecrations >, and 
execution of high Criminals, in 
charging Sin on the Sacrifice ©, 1n con- 


ſtituting Repreſentatives of the Peo-[t 


ple, and then the People laid hands. 
After the coming of Chriſt, Chriſt 
uſed it variouſly,he laid his Hands on 
the Head in Bleſfling : - Both Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles laid on Hands in 
Healing *, and uſed it indifferently, 
that or Undo», as equivalent Ritess, 
It is alſo uſed both in the Old and 
New Teſtament *, as ſignificant of 
the Conveyance of great and extra- 
ordinary Gifts to perſons that God 
would qualifie to great Service, tho 
not in relation to any Offce in the 


]Churchi, or at the enſtalling emi- 


nent Leaders 1n Office to his People, 


-|ſhewing God's furniſhing them with 
extraordinary qualifications of Grace, | 


or Government at leaſt, and often 
both *; Neither was this Rite, or 
that of Un&ion tnſeparably annex'd 
to auy of theſe ends or uſes under 
E, the; 
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a Gen. 43. 
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Itinuance of this Rite in Churches 


the Old or New Teſtament. Extra- 
ordinary -Church-Officers were Or- 
dained without them by EleQtion |, 
and Extraordinary Gifts were con- 
veyed, and Miracles wrought, both 
by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, without 
the uſe of either ®,though we find not 
that this Ceremony was uſed in the 
New Teſtament by the Apoſtles, 
or the next followers of them, but 
upon the account of furniſhing the 
ſubject on whom Hands were laid 
with extraordinary Gifts of the Go- 
ly Ghoſt ®. 

$. 6. It is pleaded for the con- 


| 


(by ſome very irrationally) that its 
eſſential to Ordination of Goſpel- 
Miniſters : By others, not as Eſſen- 
tial, ſo as the not having it makes it 
null, but as neceſſary to the Autho- 
rity and Honour of the Miniſtry : 
Others look upon it as indifferent 

doing neither good nor harm, an 

that Ordination is never the worſe 
if it hath it not, nor never the better 
if it hath it, but it is only harmleſly an- 
nexed. Laſtly, There are others: 
think that it is obſolete, like the bra- 
zen Serpent in Hezeriab's days, that 
had no healing vertue in it, a meer 
piece of Braſs: Such a thing now 
do many truly take Jmpoſition of 


Hazds to. be.. We. ſhall infiſt vpon 
the proof of this laſt eſpecially, which 


| being 
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being done, all the other will fall of | 
their own accord, 'or by neceſlary? 


conſequence, | 
$. 7. The Arguments uſed for 


f of Impoſition of Hands in the Charches, 


ons by the Apoſtles. Anſ, All ads 
of the Apoſtles were not Preſiden- 
tial to others. The Apoſtles laid 
their Hands on the Deacons, not ſo 
| | much as ſach, but as Perſons to be 
: furniſhed with an Extraordinary Spi- 

rit, as appeared afterward by two 
| eſpecially that were called forth to 
| {moſt Eminent Service for Chriſt, 
one, wiz. Stephen, to ſet his Seal 
to the Truth of Chriſt by his Bloud, 
in giving one of the moſt Eminent 
Teſtimonies thereto, living and dy- 
ing, and the firſt after Chrift's A-! 
4. |{cention =. The other, Philip, was an 
Eminent Evangeliſt, who Planted 
the Goſpel and Churches in Sama- 
712, was brought miraculouſly to the 
Eunuch, and Preached Chrilt vntof 
[him, who although he was ſearching 
the Scriptures, yet knew not that the 
Meſſiah was come tilt Philip 'opened 


| that inſiſt on this Plea, ought'to be 
as'zealous for the formal. Ordination 
of Deatons'by laying on of Hands, 
| 48 for the' laying on of Hands on. 

ordinary” Paſtors, and more ; there 
ke E 2 being | 


| 
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the continuance of the uſe of rhe Rite c a 


are 1, The laying Hands on the Dea-| © 


a Ats F. | 


the Prophet I1ſaias to him Þ, Th th Als &. 
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being a ſeeming Preſident for the 
[| - firſt, but none for the ſecond. 

& 8. It's alledged, The Presbytery 
1a 1 Tim. 4,\14id their Hands on Timothy *, and 
114. they ſay, The Presbytery was a Claſſis., 
| or. at leaſt a Conſiſtory of ordinary El- 
{ ders. Anf. 1. That Inference wants 
1 © {proof for that they were not all fo 
| 415 beyond Queſtion; for the Apoſtle 
| Paul was among. them for one, or 
elſe Timothy had Hands laid on him 
4b 2 7in. z,\twice>. 2. The Apoſtles were 


5. Presbyters, and call themſelves ſo*,! 
<1 Pet. 5. and why might it not be a Presbytery 
Jo of Apoſtles and Evangeliſts, ſeeing 


| ſuch are mentioned by Name, and 
| It belonged to them, and not to 
[ordinary Paſtors to beſtow the Gifts 
q {of the. Holy Ghoſt by laying on of 
;| Hands ?. And 3..It appears that T- 
j {rmothy received ſnch'a Gift by the 
:{d 1 7im.r, laying on of Hands *. 4. He was 
428. not made an ordinary Paſtor, but 
| an Evangeliſt, the Ordination of whom | 
'1 {we find was by the Apoſtles. As 
| ' | ParPs Ordination was a ſeparation tg 
IE 485 13» his _Apoſtleſbip to the Gentiles ® _ 
2 .-.$..9. It's alledged, That Timo-; 
ic [thy. is charged- to lay Hands ſuddenly 
| {02 20 Man ;, which ſeems to be meant of: 
: |Ordination, of ordinary Paſtors, 

_ Auf. If itbe ſo meant, yet it proves 
not, laying on of Hands by 'ordinary 

|. 4-44 | Paſtors, for Timothy was not ſuch, 
| © ' [It is not to be;,doubted, but the _ 
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extraordinary Gift ' as was beſtow- 
ed then frequently by laying on of 
Hands, and which Simon Magus 
would have purchas'd of Peter for 
Money, That on whomfoever be ſhould 
lay bis Hinds thcy ſhould receive the 
Holy Gho#t *, This Gift, or the Rite 
of Conveyance, the Apoſtles were 
wary of proſtituting to Men of cor-! 
rupt Minds: And therefore the 
Apoſtle warns Timothy, not to ap- 
ply it raſhly to any, for 11s appa- 
jrent the Apoſtles laid not their 
Hands on Sim Magus, finding he 
had no truth of heart ; but rejected 
him, and laid not Hands upon him, 
though he had bin baptized. 

F. 10. Heb. 6. 2. is pleaded, 
T bat Bajtiſm and layiig 0n of Hands 
were appointed as, Standing Crdinances 
im Churches, Anſ, This Text hath 
bin much miſtaken and abuſed : But 
briefly, it's not to be underſtood as 
if Baptiſm it ſelf, or laying on of 
Hands were to be underſtood to be the 
Principles there meant; for indeed, 
he ſpeaks but of one Foundation =, 
the Dodrine of Chriſt, which is laid in 
Repentance and Faith, held forth in 
Baptiſm, and confirmed by the A- 
poſtolick Signs following Chriſt's 
Aſcention Þ, in thoſe extraordinary 


Hands of the ApoFtles, and Apoſto- 


that Timothy received was ſuch an |- 


. [Gifts,_ conveyed by laying oz of the| 4 
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lick Men : | Hence Beza ſaith, he 
found in one Copy, Tat Baptiſm 
.and Laying on of Hands were encloſed 
by a Parentheſis : But if it be not fo 
it matters not mrch, for it 1s the 
Dodtrine of Baptiſm and laying on 
jof Hands which are here ſpoken of, 
viz, The Foundation-DoQtrine of 
Chriſt, ſymbolically exhibited by the 
one, and miraculouſly, beyond all 
doubt, conhrmed by the other in 
Apoſtolick times. | 
 &. 11. We conclude concerning 
this high applauded Ceremony which 
the Papiſts make Sacramental, and 
ſay it leaves an indelible Charatter, 
aud ſome Protestants adore little leſs, 
That we find upon the beſt Enqui- 
ry, and ſiricteſt Scrutiny, That it 
1s no continued Grdinance or Inſtitution; 
of Chrift im bis Churches, And, That 
its an obſolete aud ceaſed Ceremony, 
for theſe Heads of Reaſons only, 
for brevity ſake. following ; - 

1. Becauſe the End and Signih- 
cancy of this Rite is ceaſed, there- 
{fore*the Rite it ſeif; for a Rite 
that ſignifies nothing, is an empty 
S1gn and vain, and'we ought not to 
do any thing in the Worſhip of God 
that is empty, inſignificant vain 2, and 
the doing whereof is Will-Worſhip, 

2, That Ceremony that none can 
by- a due Authority apply, cannot 
be performed ; but none ſuch are 
bo Now, 
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now, or can pretend thereto, there 
being no Apo5Fles or ApoFfolick Men, | 
or ſich as can pretend to extraor-| 
dinary Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt ;| F 
much leſs to a Power or Commi-fþ 
on to beſtow them on others by any | 
Solemn Duty whatever ; much leſs, 
by a Ceremony: Therefore ſuch a} | 
PraQice as is a Pretence b:fore Men, = 
[to that which we dare not profeſs| 
plainly to in Words before God, is 
but a mocking of God and Man Þ. | | 

3. We have ſhewed that the Ce-[b Gal.6.7.f 
remony was never appropriate to2 Cor. wy 
the Ordaining of any Minilters ; for|3- | 
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it was a common Ceremony uſed 
1 other Caſes, and to other Perſons : 
To the lick ©, to new Converts 9, 
to thoſe that were Members, and had| ;g 
Grace, but it was none of thoſe Gifts|q 4# $.17 
that were for Prapagation andConfir- | 
- [mation of the Doctrine of Chrilt ©. - 
Many, yea moſt of the Apoſtles|e ib. 13.3: 
were Ordained without it *. No Or- 
dinary Paſtor Ordained with it, as we|f Mat. 10. 
read of 5 ; Where it was uſt , the ' po -= 
Appliers of it were ſuch as were in- =$- - = 
ſpired, or had immediate Command| 2. 
from God for doing it; and there 
were many that-never had impoſition 
of Hands themſelves *, In ant 
4. Ordination is no where called|,,,;7, | 
Laying 0n of Hands, nor Laying on of 
Hands, Crdination, in the Old or New 
Teſtament. 
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5. There is the ſame Reaſon for 
the Ordaining Ruling Elders and 
Deacons by Impoſition of Hands, great- 
er for the latter *, and will the Aſ- 
ſerrors of this Rite allow it to them ? 


No, they appropriate it to Teach- 


10g Elders only, 

| 6. Our Tranſlators do honeſtly 
own, that the Churches Solemn and 
Publick EleQion of Elders by Suffrage, 
is Ordination *, 

7. There is no more, ground for 
continuance of this Rite, nor ſo 
much, as for that of waſhing feet |, or 
laying on of hands,or anointing the fick®, 
bur 1ince the ceſſation of Miraculous 
Gifts, the anointing of the ſick, and 
impoſition of Hands, 1n all Caſes, as 
a Rite, is-ceaſed : That of waſhing feet 
was only teaching to Chriſt's Diſciples 
the duty of Humility and Self-De- 
nial, which they were after to follow 
him in as Miniſters, not in the uſe 
of the Ceremony it ſelf ® ; and there 
are but two Inſtituted Rites perpe- 
tuated to the Churches to the end 
ofthe World, Bapti/m*® and the Lord's 
Supper®?, 


|* 8, If it be uſed only to denote 


the Bleſſing of the Party Ordained, 
then Inoſſtion of Hands 1s a great 
] . 

 Uſurpation, and makes the Elders of 
one Church ſuperiour to them. of 
another, for' the leſſer 1s bleſſed of 


[the greater, which Superiority Chriſt 


[ever allowed *. If 
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frivolous, as if a Man could not be 
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If it be faid, ts uſed to point out 
the Perſon ordained; it's childiſh and, 


ſeen or known that comes upon fo 
but they muſt point at him, and tell' 
the People who he is; as if the 
Churches Election, and his publick 
Acceptance were not enough to ſhew 
the Man. 


minably abuſed by Papi##s to Super- 
ſition and Idolatry, and greatly 1do- 
I1z'd by Protestants *, and always a 
Bone of Contention even inthe more Re- 
formed Churches; a great offence 
and Stumbling- Block to many ; There-! 
fore it is of great Concern to the, 
Churches for the promoting Peace 
and Truth, to. throw it out alto- 
gether, having no Ground or War- 
rant for the continuance of ix. | 

&. 12. It will be then enquired; 
In what manner a Church ſhould 
Ordain its, own Miniſters: "The 
Way is plain and eaſie, if- Men} 
make it not hard, knowing, T bat 
| Ordination of any one to an- Office, 15 
no more than the Publick and Solems 


be ts enStated in, and enters upon his 


Solemaization ought to be before 
competent Wutneſles, z. e. Churches 


welghty and Publick an Undertaking, | 


9. This Ceremony hath bin abo- 


Recognition of the Call, with bis like] 
| Declaration of his Acceptance, whereby | 


Fundtion. and Charge. Therefore this | 
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40. 
b Aﬀs 14. 
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an .- 


| Paſtor Ordained enters on his Office 
jin the Concluſion of the Solem 
| Work of that Day. 


1con 1s ordained, differing only in 


by themſelves, or Paſtors and Meſ- 
ſengers, and ought thus to be per- 
formed decently to the Honour 
'of Chriſt*, on a Day of Solemn 
Prayer ſet a-part for this End by 
the Church>, the neighbouring 
Churches acquainted therewith, and 
their Preſence deſired beforehand on 
the ſaid appointed Day ; Either a 
Ruling Elder, or other (if there be 
any ) or a Delegated Brother, after 
firſt Application unto God by Pray- 
er©, puts this Queſtion unto the 
Church, Whether they do freely chooſe 
A. B. to be their PaFor, Teacher, Ru- 
ing Elder (as the Relation 1s to be, 
the Ordination of all being alike) 
to be ſuch an one to them ;, nd whether 
they ſubmit to him in the Bard? To 
which Anſwer being made in the 
| Affirmative, the Brethren only hold- 
ing up their Hands ©, The Elected 
Elder declares his Acceptance in all 
Gravity and Humility®, &c. So is the 
Day filled up with ſnitable Exhor- 
tations and Supplications, by the aſ-. 
{ſtance of neighbouring Paſtors, and 
the Ordination 1s finiſhed, and the 


$. 13. In the ſame manner a Dea-. 


ſome reſpects of Publick Solemnity, 
and that the words of the Queſtion: 


ee On IG 


1mport, 


| Of Ordination. 33 
import him not to be a Governing L 
Miniſter. b 
$. 14. A Church ought to have; 
a due regard to the Perſon whom | 
they Call and Ordain a Paſtor, or|... -;, ..| 
Teaching-Elder, that he be a'Man|i,, © | 
ſound in the Faith *, of good Re-|jb1 7im.32| 
port », no Novice®, of Exemplary |7: 7#1.6.} 
Grace and Piety *, and approved Ta 
aro ."__ _—_ » 4<124 
Abilities to Teach *, rightly divide|; .per,s. 2: 
the Word of God *f, and defend theſe 1 7im3:2|. 
Truth 8. f27im. 2.þ 
F. 15. The Conceit that Ordina- _. 1 
tion may not be repeated is a PopiſhjS FT 27 
and vulgar Error : For as Churches 
are no more Priſons to Miniſters than 
People, and there may be ſufficient| 
reaſon for the Paſtor, Elder or Dea- 
con to remove from one Church to} 
another ; in ſuch a Caſe a Man is to} þ 
be Ordained again; and fo if he{ i 
change to another Church afterward ;}. 34 
for one Churches Ordination of a ij. 4 
Man cannot make him Paſtor to ano- 4 
ther, | 
8. 16. He that. Preacheth to a} 
People for Converſion, needs no 0-| 
{ther Ordination than the due Appro- 
bation and Miſſion of a Church of} 
which he .is a Member, accompanied } 
with their Solemn Prayers for. a Bleſ-} 


ling on his Miniſtry, . 
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Aa Adﬀg 3, | 


fa". Cor. 


| ITs 2, 
b Heb. 2.5 


1c Aﬀs 16. 


'; WI 
Eph,2.17 


22, 
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[ſuch Ordinances wherein his Offices 


CHAP. X. 
| Of Ordinances of General Communion. 


Of the reaſon of the Word Ordinance : 
Chris Offices ſhine forth in Ordi- 
nances : The Church obliged to wait 
on Chrift in them: Ordinances Ge- 
neral or Special : Which General : 
Publick Preaching what : Publick Pray- 


ſrnging Pſalms: Contribution: Obſerva- 
tion of the Lord's Day:Of Church Faſts. 


W# AVING ſhewed what 
"Þ Chriſt's Ordination of Per- 
ſons is,'we come to ſhew what Chriſt's 
Ordination of things is ; and it is, Hs 
Enatting divers Ordinances * and' Ap- 
pointments for 'the Order and Govern- 
ment of 'his own Houſe-b > Hence "his 
poſitive Laws of this kind, are called 


or made by his Crdination ©, 

$. 2. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt ex- 
erts his Headſhip of our Profeſſion, 
by his [-ſtitzution and - Ordination of 


may eminently ſhine forth ; in ſome, 
appearing as the Apoſtle of our Pro- 
feſlion *; in others as. High-Prieſt, 


Prieſt. Þ In the Word Preached © ; 


as our Apoſtolick Prophet *': In the 


—- » wt | bo 


ers what : Praiſes of the Church, and 


Ordinances, becauſe Ordained by him, | 


i, e. Melchiſedech, a Kingly High-| | 
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Seals of the Covenant his Prieſtly 
Vertues and Excellencies are held 
forth ©: In the Keyes of Rule and 
Government his Xi»gly Office ſhines 
forth f ; And thus he is ſymbolically 
deſcribed in the midſt of the Golden 
Candleſticks the Churches 5. 

$. 3. A Goſpel Ordinance of 


'|Chriſt is ſome viſible Means of 


Grace *, Ordained by Chriſt as 
Head of our Profeſſion », wherein a 
Church of Chriſt, and all the Mem- 
bers thereof, are obliged to wait on 
him,.- Socially or 1n Communion ©, 
for his Preſence aud Bleſſing © in on 
place ©. - | 

$. 4. Chriſt hath appointed fome 
Church Ordinances to be diſpenſed 


m a Publick and . General way pro- 


miſcuouſly, and ſome to be attended 
upon in a more-peculiar way of Com- 
munion, being .appropriated to. the 
Churches , only, The Ordinanges 
that ; appertain to the General 


as well as to the ſeparate and re- 
tired, are, Preaching the Word. =, 
Prayers Þ, Praiſes ©, and Contributi- 
ons ©, 

$. 5. The Publick Preaching .of 
the .Word of God is, the Readings, 
Expounding », rightly dividing the 
Word of God ©, to all ſpiritual 
Ends and Uſes*, in order to the 
Edification of. Believers ©, and Con- 


Publick Communion of the Church, 7 


e 1Cor.11 


8 Rev.1.1 
14, ©c, f 
a Ads 20. 
32. 

Eph. 4:7 
Heb.12.2 
bZe. 3.1.2 
c Aﬀs 2.42 
I Cor. 10, 
16, y 


As 17.3. £ 
[- 


© 28. 3- 
Cc 2 Tim.2, 


I5. 
d ib, 3.15. 


'e Alts 20.}* 
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4 Foh. 14.13 
*« | Church, as in Preaching}, unleſs on, 
. | occaſion, an Elder of another Con- 


2. gregation, or any other Brother be 
*defired to aſſiſt, of whoſe Graces ' 


ye 
0 - Y 
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f As 26. 


1 1 Cor.14 


32, 
a Heb; 12, 
28, 

A. 20.36 
Eph. 6.18, 
b 1 Tim.2, 
9. 
Cc R0.15-30 
d Heb. 4. 
15. 1 Foh, 
5. 14. 


* others may Exerciſe Gifts among 
. [them ; as the Elders of other Church- 


-4-]to, who are able to ſpeak to Edifi- 


| [ing to talte ©, 


- | Confeſſions in publick Prayers : But 


verſion of Unbelievers fo Which 
Preaching ordinarily belongs to the 
Teaching Elders 5, tho occaſionally 


es ®, or Brethren when Called there- 


cation, Exhortation and Comfort, 
with ſubmiſſion to the Judgment of 
the Church : Which ſpeaking is the 
yn which the Apoſtle ſpeaks 
O 1 


$. 6. Publick Prayer is a Solemn 
Ordinance of Chriſt -, of general 
Concern Þ», wherein the Church doth 
with one accord ©, addreſs to God 
for all Grace in the Name of Chriſt*, 
and for a ſpecial Bleſſing on every 
Ordinance ©, with Confeſſion of Sinf, 
Thankſgiving 5, Deprecations ®, and 
Interceſſions *, and here the Elders 
for the moſt part, go before the; 


and Gifts the Congregation 1s will- 


$. 7. The Praiſes of the Church 
are conjoined with Supplications and 


{ingularly expreſſed 1n an Ordinance, 


* [appointed for that end and purpoſe, ] 


L 


which Singing of Pſalms, Hymns or. 


viz. Singing of Pſalms in the Church »,\ 
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Spirit of God in the Scriptures * ) 
is Chriſt's Inſtitution, and ought 
to be practiſed with one accord 
in an& by a Church, to the Praiſe 
and Glory of God, and to the 
Edification and Inſtruction of the 
Church, and as the Caſe may re- 
quire ©; there being Pſalms ſuitable 
to every Condition, ſome DidaQti- 
cal, ſome Penitential, @c, all tend- 
ing to the Laud and Praiſe of God : 
but care muſt be had in fuiting the 
Pſalm, as to the Subject, Time, 
Occaſion, or Congregation that 1s to 
join together in that Ordinance, 
mixt or not: Some do ſcruple 
Singing in a mixt Congregation, 
But it ought not to be ſcrupled : 

1. Any more than the Churches 
Prayers, wherein. alſo are Praiſes in 
ſuch a Congregation, 

2. The Church ought not to for- 
bear the praiſing God in Prayer or 
Singing becauſe of others that will 
join with them in Publick Worſhip#. 

3. They that are not to be exclu- 
ded from Hearing the Word, and 
praying for a Bleſſing upon it, ought 
not to be excluded from prailing 
God for the Word of his Grace ; 
but Unbehevers are ſuch. as ought} 


Spiritual Songs © ( indited by the, - 2965-19 
Rom. 15. 6. 
d 2 Cbr. 


29, 39s 


17. 


not, &c. 5 for they may be convert-j 


Why ſhould: any Man be- hindred 


from 


—_— 


ed by it for ought we know, if not, 6 1 


e Iſa, 121 
© 42. 10+ 
Pſa.g5.12- 
| Ats 16.25 


Iſas5. 13, 


1 Cor. 14- 
25. 

Pſ4.100.3. ' 
364. | 
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g Rom.10.| _ 
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Of. Ordinances of 


21, 22. 


1 Rev. 5. 
I2, I23,14., 


k Rom. 15, 


3. 15, 


Pſ.92.2. 
148,11, 
I2, 


| 


1h P/. 107. 
Mat.26.30 


"IO, It. | 
Re. 1.20, | 
m 1 Tim, | 


from praiſing of God {( which all 
Creatures do) in the Congregation. 

4 Praying and Praiſing God are 
parts of Natural Worſhip *, though 


{made a part of Church-Worſhip. 


join in Conſort with the Church 
in praiſing God, yea and in giving 
Glory to the Lamb *. 

6. The Gentiles and all People are 
; Called upon to Laud and Praiſe God, 
and to rejoice with his People *. 

7. A Church is a Candleſtick }, 
and a Pillar ®, to hold forth unto 


Praiſes; therefore Men of the World 


Eſpouſed by Chriſt's Inſtitution, and | 
5. All good Angels and Creatures | 


the World matter of Prayer and | 


are not to be excluded from the Con- 
gregation. 

|. $8, God's common . Mercies and 
Wonders wrought daily, call for 
ſuch Praiſes®. 

9. : The Efficacy of the Goſpel 
Converts the Unbeliever, and makes! 
the Stranger joyful in the Houſe of 
Prayer: And ſhould be be hindred 
from expreſſing his joyfulneſs, by 


| 

0 J/a.56,7. 
E IO© 24. 16. 
” JO 35.10. , 


| 


F | Church, but the Attenders on the 


ſinging with the Congregation *? - | 

$. 8. Contribution alſo is an Or- 
dinance of Chriſt, founded in the; 
Nature of a Vilible Body Politick, 
and inſtituted by Chriſt, whereby 
not only the actual Members of a 


Publick Means of Grace there diſ- | 
Ky, Pen- 
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penſed,are obliged,according to abili- 
ty,tocaſt into ChriſPs Treaſurya(on the 
Firſt day of the Week, and on other So- 
lemn Days >) for the Service of that 
Church in Maintenance of Ordinan- 
ces ©, and Relief of poor Saints ©, 
and as far as may be, for the help 
and ſupport of other Churches. 
Which Collefions are to be made 
by the Deacons *, and brought to 
the Church Treaſury under their 
Care and Truſt, and-to be diſpoſed 
of for the ſaid Ends and Uſes, as 
the Church ſhall dire, and to the 


Church they are to give their ac- 


count, and approve themſelves to be 
faithful 8, EY 
| $. 9. lt is not to be ſuppoſed 


that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt would | 


inſtitute a Worſhip in his Churches, 


and not appropriate ſome time un-| 


to the Publick, and Solema Cele- 
bration thereof. [Therefore we hold, 
Thar he hath aÞpointed a Weekly 
Day to this End and Purpoſe ; the 
ſeventh part of time being ſet apart 
by God himſelf in the beginning, 
and it conld be no other than the 
Seventh Day at firſt, but afterward 
might be another. Likewiſe we 
hold, that the obſervation of the Se- 
venth Day is Jewiſh; for it was to 
them a ſhadow of things to come *, and 
the very reaſon of Inſtitution to 


the Church of Jfrael. alledged Ml 


Moſes 


— 


2G. 6.6. 
1 Tim, 6. 
18, 
Mar.12.43 
b 1 Cor.16 
I, 2. 


18, 

d Rom.15. 
25, 27. 
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'd Deut, 5. 
I5, 


Cc Exo4d.20, 


d Heb. 4. 
4z 5» 


e Gen-2.3, 
f Deu.5.15 
£ Ex.20.1 


h LTu.1.68, 


1 I Pet, Is 
18, 


k 1 Cor.15 
3» 4: 

I The,4.14 
Eph. 1.19, 
20s 


| Mat. 27. 
51s 

Job 3,5,6- 
m Cel. 2, 
16, 17. 


| 


| Moſes ſhews the ſame »; yea the ve-| 
ry enjoyned manner of Obſervation 
in forbearance of all neceſſary la-| 
bour by Man and Beaſt ©. And none 
can aſſert, That God requires ſuch 
an Obſervation under the New Te- 
ſtament.- And laſtly, Tho God gives 
a reaſon from Creation Reſt *, yet 
Gods firſt hallowing it was before the 
Fall ; and we find not that it was ob- 
ſerved by any of the Patriarchs be- 
fore the Children of 7/rael came ia-| 
to the Wilderneſs : Therefore, as 
the firſt Inſtitution was upon ac- 
count of Creation ©, ſo the next 
was upon the account of Redempt1- 
on *. Accordingly, the Seventh Day 


| was again inſtituted from their com- 


ing out of Ezypt, a Type of Chriſt's 
Redemption *; We obſerve it in Re- 
membrance of a true Redemption 
wrought for us *, by a Victory over 
Hell and Death in his Reſurrection 
the third day,which was the Firſt Day 
of the Week *, he lying in the Grave 
the whole Seventh Day, burying it 
with the whole 1»ſaic Oeconomy,the 
only Day wherein God could have 
no acceptable Worſhip in the World, 
the Vail of the Temple Rent, and 
Chriſt in the Grave!. The Reaſons 
for Obſervation of the Firſt Day. of 
the Week (not as a Sabbath”) but 
the Lord's Day, are, 1. Then Chriſt 


[Hntſhed Redemption, and Roſe on 
tne 


-  —_ 


g1 | 
6 Mat. 28. 


I. 
| Luke 24-1. 
0 Foh. 20. 
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the Dead ®, . 2. Then he appeared 
after his Reſurre&tion to his Diſci- 
ples aſſembled ©. g. On this Day 
the Churches held their Solemn Afſ- 


ſemblies for Preaching and admini- 
ſtring the Lords Supper, and Contri- 
butions ?P. 4. On this Day Joh» was 
in the Spirit, and it's called the 
Lord*s Day %, becauſe more peculi- 
arly appropriated to his Service, as 
the- Lord's Supper. 

8. 10. It 1s not inthe Power of 
Churches to ſet apart any ſtated 
times Yearly or Monthly to be ob- 
ſerved ; for that would be Super- 
ſtition and Will-Worſhip * : Burt, 
Days of Faſting and Humiliation 
may be appointed by any Church 
of Chriſt, according as weighty Rea- 
ſons lead it thereunto ®, 


CHAP. 


19. 
P Ats 20. 


7* | 
1 Cor. 16. 
12. 


q Re.1.10s 


aGal.q.10 
C0.16.17» 


b Aﬀs 14, 
23. 


CHAP. XL 


Of Ordinances of Special Communion. 


Kinds of Ordinances of Special Com- 
munion : A Seal what it doth ; and 
ſrgnifies: New Teftament Seals 
but Two : What Baptiſm ts: 
What the Lord's Supper s : What 
is to be obſerved tn us Admint- 
ſtration, 


Ki: 0s AVING ſhewed what| 

| 1 are Chriſt's Ordinances 
in a Viſible Church of General or 
more common Communion ; we! 
come in the next place to ſpeak of 
Ordinances of Special Communion, Pe- 
culiar only to ſuch as are Church- 
Members ; and theſe are ſuch Ap- 
pointments of Chriſt as concern 
the Adminiſtration of the Seals, or 
{uch as concern the Adminiſtration 
of the Keys. 

&. 2. A Seal of the Covenant 
under the New Teſtament 1s a viſi- 
ble and ſenſible Ratification thereof, 
wherein Chriſt our High Prieſt doth 
eminently ſhew forth unto us the 
glory of his Prieſtly Office, in make- 
ing himſelf a Sacrifice for Sin 
bearing the Charge and. Curſe. 0j 
Sin, ſatisfying God's Juſtice, recon- 
ciling us to God, and procuring, Eter- 
nal 
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—————— 


nal Salvation'to us *, whoas ſuch is 


nant of Grace », 5.e. of Abraham's 
Covenant ©, whereby we have upon 
Profeſſion, right to claim all Church- 
Priviledges Myſtical and_ Viſible, in 
the State of Grace, and that of Glo- 
ry hereafter, In all the Old Teſta- 
ment Seals, and in the New eſpeci- 
ally, Chriſt in the Covenant of Grace 
is in a moſt lively manner repre- 
ſented, and ſhewed forth in the 
Church ©, as to Condition and Pro- 
mifes ; he being not only the great 
Condition, but the Tea and Amer 
Jof all the Promiſes* , which are 
therein Applied and Sealed at leaſt 
Miniſterially 5. 

& 3. The Seals of the New Te- 
ſtament are Two and no more, Bap- 
tiſm and the Lord's Supper, which 
are the only Inſtitated Rites or Ce- 
remonies in a Church that are or- 
|dained by Chriſt to continue till he 
(come =, All Jewiſh Ceremonies are 
Jvaniſht as 'Shadows and aboliſhed Þ; 
as all Ceremonies attending the be- 
ſtowing Miraculous Gifts are alſo 
ceaſed ©, ſuch as Impoſtion of Hands 
on well or ſick, Union, waſhing 0 
Feet, this being but a didaCtical Ce- 
remony uſed by Chriſt to teach the 
Apoftles Humility, and not to Lord 
it over his Churches, and was never 
| intended for a ſtanding Ordinance, 


ah * - nemas 


EE 


| {the great Condition of the Cove- |? 


f | 44- 


a 1 Pet. 2. 


Heb.g.26. 
Col. 1.21, 
22, | 
Heb. 9.124 
b 1/4.42-6. 
C Ro. 4.13, 
Gal.3. 17» 
d Gal.3.9, 
28, 29. 
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12, | 
f2 Cor. 1, 
20. 

& Gen. 17. 
9. JO. 3} 
Kom. 4-11 
12, 
Gal. 3.27. 
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I9, 20. | 
1 Cor. 11s 
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2 Cor. 36 
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a Mat. 28. 
I9. 


þ Rev. I.6 
| Adt 2s 38. 


| c Titus 3-5 
d Gal. 3, 


$ | h Rom15 
| . s, 9s ol 
1<b.4.11,12 


! 


| [And as none of theſe (which many 


lof the Righteouſneſs of Faith , ] 


1. »” (diate Infant-Seed * ; they being bleſ- 


{come upon them : And therefore the 


{fefling Body of Chriſt *, and Goſpe] 


]Miniſterially to be applied ; of which 
[the Ordinance of 


are fond of, and even Idolize, ſome 
one, and ſome another, and upoa as 
good Grounds all, as any for each 
one) had any SanQtion for continu- 
ance, ſo their ſignificancy ceaſing, the 
Sign alſo. comes to nought, 
Baptiſm 1s a Sign and Seal 


wherein Waſhing with Water into 
the Name of the Father, Son and 
Holy Ghoſt =, doth repreſent and 
ſhew forth, at leaſt Miniſterially, a 
Sinners waſhing from his Sins in the 
Bloud of Chriſt Þ, his New Birth 
and Renovation by - the Spirit of 
Chriſt *, and his Covenant Obliga- | 
tion to be the Lords ©. The Subje&ts 
of this Seal are all thoſe who by 
Profeſſion of Faith in Chriſt ©, which 
is Abraham's Faith, are become 
Covenant-Members accordingly '6f 
2 Viſible Church, and their imme-: 


ſed with faithful Abraham 5, and] 
having all eſſential Church-Bleſſings 


Bleſſing of Memberſhip to the pro- 


Church Priviledges, as they belong 
to one or other reſpectively, ' are 


Baptiſm is none” of the leaſt, being: 


Chriſt, ' in which! 


| only s Believer can'bting his Infant-' 
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*1Seed to Chriſt, and he cannot bring 
> [it to Chriſt out of an Ordinance ; 
therefore it bgag his Duty to bring 
it to Chriſt, it muſt be in this Or- 
dinance, to be bleſſed with Abra- 
bam's Bleſſing ſpiritually, as he and 
his Seed are Eccleſiaſtically ; the rea-|-' 
- Iſon that Chriſt gives for his Com-' 
' i [mand of bringing Infants to him*]; yye.1g. 
tis, That they are Church Members, | 14, 15. 
of ſuch is the Kingdom of Heaven; and | Mark 10. 
[it's known that Chriſt means his vi- F = 5 
- {ſible Church in the days of the Go-|****" 
ſpel- by- the Kingdom of Heaven ; | 
” Jand he took them in his Arms, receiv- 
ed them viſibly ; laid his Hands upon 
41them, which is more: than for any 
--[ Miniſters to Baptize them ;. and ble/- 
]/ed them, And doth Chriſt bleſs with |. 
-1any Bleſſing beſides the Bleſſing of 
Abrabam that comes on the Gen-, 
1 tiles 4 | | g-- 
1 S$..5. Fhe Lord's Supper is a ſpe- 
|cial' Ordinance of Church Commyu- 
[nion =, inſtituted and continued by 
Jeſus Chriſt >, wherein by the Giv- 
ing and Receiving the outward Ele- 
Iments of Bread and Wine ©, the 
" TDeath, Satisfattion and Merits of 
| Chriſt are ina lively manner ſhew- 
[ed forth ; and he who through Chriſt 
{is a worthy. Receiver, doth ſpiritu- 
| ally and really.by Faith, partake of 
{his Body and Blond, with all the 
las Benehrs thereof, and not _ 
SE eri-1 , 


*x © EE as. hs.” ME. 
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ſterially only, as he doth who is on- 
ly an outſide profeſſed Member, It 
d 1Cor.1I js called the Lord's Supper *, becauſe 
na it is of the Lord's Inſtitution, and 
| for this end, to ſhew forth his Death*, 


f ib. v. 22.|Evening before his Death *, 
| $.6. This being 1nftitated for ſoſpiri- 
a ICor.1t [tual and ſolemn Ends and Purpoſes =, 
2425» 2% cannot be adminiſtred or attended: 
Lik.22,19 VP9n for any other Purpoſes, ſuch 


'as to qualiie Men upon a ſecular 
{b Mal.z, account, without great Prophanation 


| ev. 13. {ing to the Primitive Inſtitution, ſeem 
| 16, 17. {neceſſary to be obſerved, 

: 1. That it be adminiſtred to the 
{a 1Cor, 11 |whole Church met together * 1n one 
] 20» place, and not to particular Perſons, 
or to the Church in diſtinct parts, it. 
[being an Ordinance of Communion 


2. That it be not diſpenſed to 
Members that are not capable to 
c 1 Cor,xx diſcern the Lord's Body, or to Exa- 
28, 29, | mine themſelves ©, 

3. That each Element be diſtinct-: 
ly bleſſed, and apart by it ſelf, by 
d 1Cor.11 calling upon God in Chriſt for a' 
*$» 25+ | Bleſſing 4. | 

4. That after Conſecration, the' 
Bread broken is to be delivered with 
the Words of Diſtribution, . dire&- 


| 96 Ordinances of | ; 


4x ww and becauſe he firſt Celebrated it the| | 


11, 12, thereof Þ, 
_ 4 | F. 7. In the Adminiſtration of 
a 3.4.7 | FÞ1s Ordinance, theſe things accord- 


{Þi5.1016 of , Body of Chriſt ». | 
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ed to the whole Church © at once, 
and by them - divided among them- 
ſelves, and not carried up and down 
from Party to Party, or from Seat 
to ſeat. - After the pouring out the 
Wine and bleſſing it, it ought to be 
diſpenſed with the words of diſtri- 
bution in like manner to the whole ;f 15i4. | 
Churchf, and not carried up 
and down as aforeſaid, which 'pra- 
Ctiſes came from the Church of 
Rome, and not from Chriſt or his 
Apoſtles. 

. The Poſture of Receiving is 

litting 5, as Chriſt and his Diſciples, 's Mar. 28, 
2 [not kneeling or ſtanding, becaule its | 20» 
v [a Feaſt, and ſignifies our eating and 
drinking Spiritually with joy and 
gladneſs, and though Prayer accom- 
| [pany it, wherein may be Praying 
Y Geſtures, as in other Ordinances,yet 
' |Giving and Receiving here 1s a di- 
5 [ſtint Ordinance from Prayer. 

6. The Paſtor of the congrega- 
| tion, ® is to adminiſter and not the | 
Paſtor of another, who hath no ad-|;h Mar.26, 
{ ]miniſtring Power out of his own 
# {Congregation ; neither hath Chriſt 
ordained any Adminiſtrators General 
' {to his Churches, For the Paſtor al- | 
/ ſo to take in a Partner in Admini- 
{tration is Will-Worſhip and Hu- 
: mane, , 
| 7. When the Elements are bleſ- 
{ed by the Chureh, the People ought | 

F not | 
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not to betake themſelves to their 
ſecret Prayers, as if the Table had 
not bin bleſſed already ; none doth 
{o at their ordinary- Feſtivals. 

$. 8. Chriſt hath not in either 
of theſe Seals preciſely determined 


| the quantity. of either Element to: 
be made uſe of, neither what quan- 


tity of Bread and Wine each ſhould 


| take ; or how much Water ſhould 


be uſed in Baptiſm ; for our cating 
and drinking in the Lord's Supper, 
is not to fſatisfie our natural Hun- 
ger and Thirſt * ; nor is the Waſh- 
ing with Water in Baptiſm, to put 
away the outward filth of the fleſh, 
But our Saviour having told us what 
is ſpiritually intended and fignrfied, 
it is ſufficiently manifeſt, that ſo 
much of each Element in both Seals, 


Jas doth hold forth to us the thing 


ſignified, is enough, tho never ſo 
little; for Chriſt hath not brought 
his Churches in the New Teſta- 
ment under a Moſaicz Tutorſhip, 
ſo as to bind them up to ſuch quan- 
tities and qualities of externals, 1n 
manner as he did the Church of 
Old. 
& 9. The Adminiſtration of 


the Seals belongs not to any but 


Teaching Elders, being moſt ap- 


{propriate to the Paſtoral Ofhce to 


teed the Flock in this peculiar man- 
ner ; for Chriſt when -a Paſtor on 


| 
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Earth adminiſtred: it, and therefore 
other Paſtors whom. he ſubſtitutes! 
when aſcended,ought to do it. Hence 
no private Member may be occa- 
fionally called thereto by the Church; 
if ſo, it renders Chriſt's Office need- 
teſs and precarious. Nor no Paſtor 
of another Church may ; for the 
Paſtor to one Church is no Paſtor 
to another ; nay he hath no power 
to Vote, and therefore not ſo much 
as a private Brother to Admini- 
ſter. 


{which concern the uſe of the Keys in 


| [they being Chriſt's, and committed 
by him to every Viſible Congrega-| 


LHAF. IL 
Of Admitting Church Members. 


The Ends of the uſe of the Keys :» 
What they are : How diſtinguiſhed : 
The Key of Knowledge : Of Go- 
vernment : How given to Peter : 
Elders for the due Management ; but 
primarily given to the Church : Wo- 
men not to exert Ruling Power : The 
Church with Elders uſcth the Keys 
Miniſterially: Admittances ought 
to be nith ExatFreſs ; with the pru- 
ing a reaſon of their Hope, and an 
account of their Knowledge : T heir 
Conver ſation to be enquired into : 
The Manner of Receiving in : The 
Perſon received gives up his Children : 
He may not Deſert : He ought to bring 
his Children : (Cf Occaſjonal Com- 
munion, and of receiving recommend- 
ed or diſmiſt Members. 


& 2. AVING ſpoken to the 

Seals of the New Cove- 
nant, we come to ſpeak to the other 
Ordinances of Special Communion, 


all matters of Church Governmeat », 


tion, to be . uſed according to his 
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Rules and Directions in his Name >, 
and 


_ —— 


| 


— 
—- 


Of admitting Church Members. 


a " . 


FOI 


Zach. 6. 13. Joh. 20- 21, 26. 1 Pet. 1.2, 
@ Rev. 2. 1, 18, Exzk. 43. 10, 11s Ija. 5. 2. 

$. 2, The Keysare the Power of 
Chriſtz which he hath given to every 
particular Congregation to open and 
ſhut it ſelf by *, and to do all things 
that belong thereunto in order un- 
to the ſaid ends, it being Chrilt's 
Houſe ©, holy Temple ©, Garden ©, 
Vineyard *, Walled in, Hedged and 
Encloſed. 

$. 3. The Keys of Chriſt are 
to be diſtinguiſhed; they are his 
Keys of Heil and Death; or his Keys 
of the Kingdom of Heaven, i. e. of the 
Church: His Keys of Hell and 
Death are the Power by Conqueſt 
which he hath obtained over Sin, 
Curſe, Natural Death, and Satan 
himſelf =, The Keys of the King- 
dom of Heaven Þ are they that he 
manageth his Vilible Churches by, 
and gives a power of opening, and 
ſhutting a Viſible Church by. Theſe 
Keys are that of Knowledge*®, and 
that of Diſcipline ©, 

F. 4. The Key of Knowledge, is 
the Goſpel Preached =, the Spirit of 
Chriſt working inwardly, to open 
the heart to receive it»; in this re- 
F 3 ſpe 


B'S 


and to his Glory, The. great ends| 
of which Diſpenſation of his-Head- | 
ſhip in this kind, are the due increaſe 
of his Churches*, and their Peace *, . 
and Purity ©. | 


C Iſa. 9. 7: 


Alts 2.ult,} 
d Pſa.122. 
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d Eph.2.21 


a Rev. 1. 
13, 

1 C0r. 15. 
54z 55" 
Mat. 28. 
20- 
Heb.2.14+ 
b Mat. 16. 
19. 

Cc Luke 11. 
52, 

d Rev.3.7» 


a Ill.1l, 

52, | 
Mat, 10. 7» 
2 Cor.2 12 
1 Cor.16-9 
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Heb. 7. >>| 


alſa.22.22| 
Rev. Zo. Te x 
| b Mat. 16» 
19. | 
c Heb. 3.6. 
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1b Matt.28 


I's 


6 Af. 1.15 
d AF. 2. 


| 47» 
© ch.5. 1. 


e Mat. 18. 


&eys which our Lord gave to Peter, 


in that he had the Honour of turn- . 


*[ ing the firſt Key of Converſion af- 
ter our Lord's Aſcention, both to 
« | Jews © and Gentiles 9, 

S. 5- The other Key given unto 
Peter is of Government and T'iſct- 
« | line ©, neither of which Keys were 
[2iven unto him as to a ſingle Per- 
fon, or ruling Head of the Viible 
Churches, neither that of Knowledge 
nor Government ; but unto the 
Church 11 him, tho unto him with 
the other Apoltles, as the firſt Ma- 
nagers thereof, their Names being 
put down 1n Chriſt's Charter grant- 
2d to theChurches Þ», (as is uſual in 
the Charters granted by Earthly 
Kings) yea a priority of time ſeems 
to be given to Petcy ( as appears 
by the event) on both accounts, as 


10 the firſt Management ; being 'the 


firſt Apoſtle that preſided in Go- 
vernment ©, in taking in and exclud- 
ing Church-Members *, as we ſee he 
was the firſt that opened (by his 
Dodtrine) the Door unto Jews and 
Gentiles, but in all this it appears, 
that he was but a Steward to Chriſt 
and his Church ; and that although 
the preſent management of them 
was in- Peter and the Apoſtles, yet 
it was the Church that was the ſub- 
jet of them ©, 
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pet this ſeems to be one of the ' 
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$. 6. Tho Chriſt hath wiſely 
provided for his Honour, and the 
well-being of his Churches, in that 
he hath ſet Elders in his Churches 
to manage the Keys in an orderly 
and honourary manner = ; yet he 
hath committed the propriety of 
'em (next to himſelf, and in his own 
Name) unto the Church,whether Or- 
ganized or Eſſential only, as to a, 
ſpiritual Body corporate, whict he 
hatn endowed with this Priviledge 
among others, of having and keep- 
ing the Keys Þ ; and 1t appears that 
the Church, as ſuch, is the firſt iub- 
ject of the Keys under Chriſt, be- 
cauſe 1, The End of them 1s to 
preſerve the being of a Church, as 
well as for its well-being, and there-| 


as the Church becomes eſſential *, 

2. As ſoon as the Church becomes 
a Body Corporate in- Chriſt, the 
whole Charter for Priviledges be- 
longs to it, and therefore all that 


a 1 Cor.12t! 
28, 


b Rom.3.2] 
Aits 1:37» 
13S» 


REV. 3» Te, 


T 12. 29. 


appertain to its preſervation,-which 
cannot be without the power of the 
Keys ©, 

3. Without the uſe of the Keys 
they cannot Organize themſelves 
with Elders and Deacons, for to let 
in any Perſon into Office muſt be 
by the uſe: of them ©. 

4. A Church before it hath Mi- 
niſteriat Officers, may admit Mem- 

F 4 bers, 
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d 1 Cor. 
17. © 12, 
26, 27. 
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the uſe of the Keys; for embody- 
ing into a Charch doth not ſo ſhut 
them up that none can either come 
in to them, or be caſt out, before 
they have choſen a Paſtor *. 

5. A Church that hath Elders 
may be by Providence deprived of 
them; how can they be re- ſupplied 
without the uſe of the Keys; eſpe- 
cially if they call fuch as are not of 
their Body ! None can bean Off- 
cer in a Corporation, but he that is 
incorporated firſt as a Member 8. 

6. In proceeding with an offend- 
ing Member, the firſt degrees there- 
of are by Members not in Miniſterial 
Office ®. 

7, Elders are but Stewards to 
Chriſt and his Church, for the due 
management of the Keys they are 
entruſted with, and are accountable 
to Chriſt and his Church, and are 
to uſe them with its conſent in all 
Caſes, not to make advantage by 
them to Lord it over God's Heri- 
tage, by aſſuming an Arbitrary and 
Deſpotick Power to themſelves, ex- 
erciling Dominion over the Church- 
Members Faith, inſtead of being help- 
ers of their Joy *. 

8. Suppoſe an Elder (there being 
but one, Paſtor or other) come to 
fall under juſt cauſe of Cenſure, Who 


muſt 


bers, or reject a Scandalons Member} ! 
for its preſervation, therefore hath] ! 
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muſt uſe the Keys in depoſi ng and | 


cenſuring this offending and incorri- 
gible Elder, but the Body of the 


$ Church*? ? 


$. 7. By what hath bin faid, it 
early appears, the Keys of Govern- 
ment primarily are placed in a 


| | Church as a Body Corporate ; be- 
* [cauſe the diſpoſal of the orderly| 
* | Management of them to Officers, be-|, 
| [longs to the Church under Chriſt, 
| [and the uſe of them for their preſer- 


vation, belongs: to them before ſuch 
Miniſterial Officers are Ordained 
by them ; in that mean time, the 
power of the Keys is exerted by the 
Church, by the hands of the Brethren ; 
for tho each Siſter is a true Member 
of this Corporation, and according- 
ly, upon that ground ſhould Vote, 
yet Chriſt having made a particular 
Exception upon that account, that 
Women may not ſpeak or exerciſe 
Authority 1a the Church =, therefore 
whatever palleth in the Church by 
the Majority of the Brethren is a 
Church a&, ſo that it be done in a 
Congregation , the Siſters preſent, 
otherwiſe 1ts no Church-Meeting >, 
$. 8. A Church Organized with 
Elders, uſeth the Keys Miniſterially, 
exerting the power of Chriſt com- 
mitted to it in and by the Elders, 
going along with them 1n an: expli- 
cite conſent to. all things. agreeable 
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a 1Pet.5.3 


aRom.16.1 
d 1 Cor, 
12, 


a, Mt.7.6. 
©& 15. 26. 
bd Mat, 21. 


113. 


C1 Cor. 4. 
I, 2. 


d'1 Pete 3. 
15. | 
e1 Tim, 2 
&, 5». 


fx Cor.11 
29%, 


b.3 Foh.10 


to the Order of the Goſpel «, which 
power 15 exerciſed in the admitting! 
Perſons into Church-Fellowſhip, or: 
in debarring of Members from the 
Communion of the Church 5, and 
ia-all matters that tend to the one 
or other. 

g. 9. They that are ſaid to be 
coming into the Church, are either 
{ſuch as are not actual Members to 
this Church, but Members of other; 
Churches 2. Or elſe they are Non- 
Members to any Church b, And 
there are ſome Rules of Order to be: 
obſerved-befere admitting, and ſome 
in Admittance of ſuch of each fort, 

F. 10. The Word of God re- 
quiring all exactneſs in Admitting 
Church-Members, leaſt the Childrens 
Bread be caft to Dops *, and that the 
Houſe of. God be not made a Der of 
Thieves Þ,and in order to the tuture 
Peace and. Purity of the Church J 
The Elders, as Stewards. who ought 
to be found. faithful -, when any; 
one propounds. him or her {el to 
join in Fellowſhip, ovght to 
make impartial Enquiry 1nto three 


things: 1. To ask the Reaſon of; 
his Hope®, 2. What competency 


of knowledge in. the Principal Do- 
arines of Faith and-Order © he hath 
arrived at, ſo-far- at leiſt; as to be 
fundamentally grounded-therein, to 


be able to diſcern the Lord's Body F. 


3, En-| 
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3.Enquiry ought to be made whether! 
his Converſation anſwer this Profeſ- 
lon, and adorn the Goſpels, 

F. 11. A Perſon's giving a rea- 
ſon of his Faith and. Hope, is his 
Declaring what he hath Experienced 
of the Grace of God upon his heart a, 
through the Means of Grace that he 
hath fate under Þ, and the Operati- 
on of the Spirit ©, in the production 
of his Repentance unto Life, and 
Faith in our Lord: Jeſus Chriſt ©. 
which a true Believer 15 ready to 
give an account of © to any one that 
enquires of him ſeriouſly, eſpecially 
to a Church of Chriſt, which he ap- 
plieth himſelf unto, that is fo high- 
ly concerned therein ; for they that 
are added to a Vilible Church, ought 
to be ſuch as are judged by their 
Profeſſion to be ſuch as [hall le ſaved *, 
the judgment of inſallibility being pe- 
culiar to God 5. 

12, Without a Competency 
of Knowledge (tor all have not the 
ſane degree) . the heart cannot be 
good *: thereiore without ſome 
knowledge of God 1n his glorious 
Attributes ; of the Doctrine of the 
Trinity ; the Perfon and Natures of 
Chriſt; the Nature of the Law; of 
the Fall by Sin, and the Curſe; 
Man's State by Nature in the Guilt 
and Pollution of Sin, Original and 
Actual ; and his miſerable undone 
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b& 14.34 


0h 12.42.43; 
-Mat-12.20 
d_Ep.42. 


e-1Pet 2.2 


if Rom. 14-1 


| Eſtate thereby, a Child of Wrath ; 
The Nature of the Redemption 
wrought by Chriſt, in Satisfaction 
to God's Juſtice ; Reconciliation of 
Sinners to God, and Purchaſe of 


were Imputed to Chriſt ; and his 


ſtification, received by Faith alone,@c. 
Likewiſe, to know how theſe My- 
ſteries of Life and Salvation are 
held forth to a Believer 1n the Seals 
of the Covenant * And the know-. 
ledge of theſe things is the more 
particularly to be enquired after by 
the Elders of Churches, becauſe ma-. 
ny Profeſlors build their Converſion! 
upon meer common Convictions, 
and only ſome general Notions of 
God and Chriſt, when indeed they 
are Very ſtrangers unto, and 1gno- 
rant of the Great Myſteries of the 
Goſpel », Yet ſuch as theſe ought 
not to be diſcouraged, nor the// M0- 
kimp flax quenched ©. but to be led on 
with gentle InftruQions to a further 
knowledge of Divine Truth ©, which; 


Eternal Lite for them; that our Sins. 


Righteouſneſs alone to us unto Fu-| 


if there be any beginnings of True! 
Grace in the heart, they will with a 
great and {lincere ' ſpiritual Appe- 
tite receive, as new-born Babes © ;, and 
the Church ovght to be careful not 
to rejet any that they judge have; 
the- leaſt degree of ſaving Grace 
wrought in them £5 
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& 13. Such a Converſation is 
to be looked after as becomes the Go- 
ſpel*, which ſhews the Profeſſors 
Faith by bis works Þ, and blameleſs 
demeanour in the World, as the 
Grace of God that bringeth Salvation 
teacheth *, The atore-mentioned 
Courſe is not often taken, and there- 
fore there are ſo many corrupt 
Members in Churches. Tho the 
exaQeſt may be deceived =, yet the 
careleſneſs Þ and carnal Minds of 
Churches, and their Elders ambition 
to encreaſe their Churches into 
great Numbers, for the external 


| Pomp thereof, and for Wordly Ad- 
vantage, are the great prevailing | 


cauſes of the Corruption and Apo- 
ſtacy of Churches ©. 
$.. 14. The Paſtor or Elders thus 


fon offering himſelf, is a fit Stone 
for Chriſt's Building =, he is in a 
Churcn-Meeting to be Propounded 
to -the Churchd, and a competent 
time alotted to the Church for con- 
verſe with the ſaid Perſon ©, and en- 
quiry after his Chriitian Deport- 
ment, that all the Members of the 
Congregation may be ſatisfied in a 
Perſon whom they admit to ſo ho- 
ly a Communion with them ; which 
time being expired, and nothing 
objected againſt the ſaid Perſon, the 
Elders. bring him before the Church 

ro 


receiving fatisfaction, that the Per-| 


a Phil. 1. 
27. 
b Fames 2: 
19, 


C Titus 2.. 
II, 12, 


a 2T71m.3.5, 
b E7e. 34s 
7, 8, tOs. 


Cc 1 Tim, 
6, 5o 
1 Pet, 5-2.}: 


a 1Pet.2.5]|. 


0 1 Cor.14 | 
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c Aits 9, 
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d Rom. 14. 
16,19, 20. 
© 15. 1,2, 


e 7hil.2.2. 


1 Rom. 15. 
7, 5, 9+ 


.\the Goſpel *, and promiſe to walk with 


Faith, and Order thereof 5, giving up 
*|himſelf and his Sced to the Lord and the 
-8.« |Conpregation ®, according to the Tenor 


to give the Reaſons of his Hope, 
either by Word of Month or by 
Writing (if baſhfulneſs hinder him 
or her from ſpeaking® ) which the 
Elder or Paſtor reads ; and if any 
Brother deiire any further Qnpeſtion 
ſhovld be asked, it oughr- not to be 
denied, The Perſon owning the 
Declaration read, and no Objection 
made, the Elder puts the Queſtion, 
Whether the Church are ſaitsfied in the 
Party propoumded, and do cement to bs 
Admijjion © ? deliring them to an{wer 
in the Affirmative by their Suffrage 
in lifting up their Hands ; and then 
if any be otherwiſe minded, to ſpeak 
or ſhew their diſagreement by the ſame 
Sign: Which agreed, the Paſtor or 
Elder doth ask the Party thus ap- 
proved, Whether he doth m the ſtrength 
of Chrizt, yield profeſſed ſubje@Fton to 


that Church in the Communion of the 


of Abraham's Covenant *, or words of 
a federal obligation to Chrift and th: 
Church, to the ſame purpoſe ? Which 
he promiſeth ſolemaly to do by the 
Help of God : Whereupon the E]- 
der doth in the Name of Chrilt, re- 
ceive him into Church-Fellowſhip, 
promiliag on the behalf of the Church 
and himielt, To watch over bim in 
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the Lord *, and diſcharge towards ws] 

thoſe incumbent Duties which may 7 13. 
mote his edification in the ways of God". 
Or Words to that purpoſe. 

$. 15. A Perſon thus joined to; 9%. 10.9 
a Congregation, 1s joined to and, $, 
become a Member of a ſpiritual 
Corporation *, to the whole Body, 2? _— 
not to the Paſtor or Elder only (as 77 - "OPS 
ſome ignorant People think, and ' Atts 5.36, 
therefore run away when the Paſtor! \ ROM.1 245 
or Elder diſguſts them, or dieth) 
but are by Covenant united to the 
Church, and are not Diſcharged 
while that laſts, without the Church's 
leave, tho al] the Officers die. More- 
over, he 1s now obliged by his Co- 
venant Relation, to attend ordina- 
rily upon the Miniſtry arid Ordi-! 
nances adminiſtred in that Church 5, i ?,{* 2-42 
and ſeek the Proſperity thereof ; for OY 
if a joined Member to one Church 
ordinarily attend the Miniſtry of 
another, upon pretence of better 
Edification, or upon any other pre- 
tence, He - Heredy condemns his! 
own Choice ©. 2. He cannot expect ,c G4l-2.18. 
better Edification where God hath; $2 ©0+7: 
not placed him *. 3. It he cannot i p1a1.92, 13 
Fdifie at Home, he ſhonld ask his} 
Diimiſſion, and not feed abroad eve- 
ry day. 4. There 1s ordinarily 
{ome Corruption les under that 
Plea, &F. Itisa lhving 1n continual | 
breach of a ſolemn Covenant. 6. It 
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lis quite contrary to the Primitive 


Churches, which is, that Zrethren 
ſhould walk together 1m Unity, Unani- 
| mity and Fellowſhip *. 8. Ir diſcou- 
rageth and breaketh the hearts of 
faithful Paſtors and Elders. 9. It 
is a Practice that Chriſt will not 
bleſs, becauſe it ſo directly ſtrikes 
at his Glory in his Churches. 10, The 
Apoſtle makes ſuch Deſerters to be 
in the High-way to Apoſtacy*. 
f Zeb.10.|1rt. God is moſt glorified in every 
25 20 [ones keeping his own Vineyard, 
and not others. 

S. 16, As a Church-Member 
hath covenanted to walk in Commu- 
nion of all Ordinances with that 
--.. . |Congregation to which he 1s joined, 
 Jand hath given vp his Children with 
himſelf to the Lord ; ſo = obli- 
ed to perform his Promiſe =, in 
, J __ bringing Fix Infant-Seed to Chriſt, 
6 kom. 4. [in the Seal of the Righteouſneſs of 
H. Faith >, and in after educating and 
Mark 10. {hringing them up in the nurture and 
© Þpb. 6a: admonition of the Lord ©, as to Do- 
Foſh. 4. - |meſtick Inſtruction, And laſtly, to 
22. bring them to the Means of Grace 
d P/. 147.jin the Church where he had given 
139 115.\1p himſelf and them to the Lord at 
1 "g \, | his Admiſſion " 

2, 5, 6. 8. 17. As they that be non-; 
| Members are admitted Members of: 
a Viiible Church ; ſo they that are 
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Members -of one Congregation are 
ſometimes received to the Commu- 
niou of another, either occaſionally; 
and tranſiently, by vertue of Com-: 
munion of Churches, for a time, by 
Recommendation ; or they are Te- 
ceived into full Communion, and be- 
come actual Members, which 1s by 
Diſmiſſion =, But the Paſtor may 
not admit a Member of another 
Church to occaſional Communion at 
the Lord's Supper, without acquaint- 
ing the Church therewith, and hav- 
ing their conſent. 

8. 18. A Church 1s not bound 
to admit all to their Communion 
that claim, by vertue of Memberſhip 
©) another Church ; for if any one 


of the Congregation excepts againſt | 


ſuch an one that offers himſelf, they 
ought firſt to hear the Grounds of 
Exception againſt the Party himſelf, 
or againſt the Church from whence 


he came, notwithſtanding any Com-] 


mendation that he brings =: And 
if any one brings a Diſmiſſion with- 
out a Commendation, the thing it 
ſelf carries in it grounds of ſuſpici- 
on, that he is an offending Brother, 
and therefore not ſuddenly to be 
admitted, till further Enquiry be 
made, 

$. 19. If the Church-Member 
offering himſelf, was of a late Church 
now ſcattered and diſſolved, ſuch 


al 


a R0.16.1, 
2 C07. 3.1. 


2 1 Cor.10 


3l. 
2 Cor, 6.3] : 
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2 2 C0r.l. 


24. 


a 1 Pet. 3. 


an one well known, may be admitted 
to occaſional Communion, but can- 
not be diſmiſſed to them ; there- 
fore if he deſire to be admitted into 
full Communion, he muſt be admit- 
ted as a Non-Meinber, 

8. 20. Sometimes It is ſo, that a 
Church denies to give a Diſmiſſion 
when asked ; if ſo, the Church to 
which he defires to be diſmiſſed (his 
complaint being, made to it) ought to 


ſead Meſſengers to that Church, de-| 


ring ſatisfactory reaſons for the ſaid 
Refuſal; and if it plainly appear 
that it be trom a perverſe Spirit, and 
no juſt Rezſon given, but that the 
ſaid Brother be detained to his mani- 
feſt wrong and injury,and Chriſt hay- 
ing not made Churches Priſons, ſuch 
an one may be received as a Non- 
Member =, 

$ 2t. A Church-Member diſmiſt 
with Commendation, againſt whom 
there's no particular exception, nor 
againſt the Church from whence he 
is ſent, hath his Diſmiſſion read before 
the Church, and is received by Suf- 
frage, according to the tenor of the 
Covenant he made with the other 
Church from whence he came; and if 
any deſire that he ſhould declare the 
Reaſon of his Hope, he ſhould be 
ready to do ut, 
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CHAP. XIII 


Of Church- Members Departure from 
Communion, 


A diſtin Uſe of the Keys belongs to 
every Church: A Member may not 
depart at his own pleaſure : A Mem- 
bers Tranſlation from Church to 
Church, by Recom 11endation and Diſ- 
miſſion : A Church may deny Diſ- 
mijjicn in ſome Caſes : What 1s to be 
done when unreaſonably denied : The 
Reys in tendency to Excluſion”: Ex- 
communic tion dire} or inairet : 
Dire# nb:t : Regſorf for Dire 
ought to be great :="* When matter of 
Fad 1s notor ious andſcandalous how : 
When ( ffences private, how : 
Admonition what* 
it : Of Algolggion : Excommunica- 
tion indir#'s Of Suſpenſ1on. 


C 1. \ $ Keys are uſed in ad- 

mitting Perſons to Com- 
munion, ſo in their departure from 
the Communion of a particular 
Church, And it is either in matters 
relating to the tranſlating a Member 
from one Church to another, or in 
ſuch matters as tend to his Excluſion 
from all Church-Communion. This 
and the former uſe of the Keys ne- 
ceſſarily depend on the Nature of a 


What degrees of 


Par- 


—— 
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there be but one Catholick Viſible 
Church, and all other Congregati- 
ons but ſo many parts ; it cannot Jy 
In the. power of any part to make 
one a Member or no Member of the 
whole; the whole of any Corpora- 
tion being not at the diſpoſition of 
any minor part: But here every 
particular Church being a whole 
a A#s 15, ' Houſe =, a diſtint Body Politick ; 
22. 1 Cor. [thege can be no regular Admiſſion of 
bo: IT | Members, or departure of any from 

* 12*3*, Communion,no not from one Church 
to another, without a Church act 
both of the one and the other, in the 
uſe of the Keys. 

C. 2. A Member therefore of a 


pleaſure depart from the Communi- 
on of the Church to which he 1s 
joined, to non-Communion with 
any Church, nor to the Communion 
of another Church, without the 
leave of that Church whereof he is a 
a Gal.s.12 \Member = ; For 1. A Church 1s a 
: Pet.2.16 Corporation Priviledged with Rules 
= 'of Admittance and  Demittance , 
"My *(which are to beobſerved >, 2. Such 
: Departure is rude and diſhonourable 
c1Cor.15 to any ſtated Society *. 3. If Mem- 
33- & 14. hers have this liberty, Why not 


[particular Congregation: For if | © 


Viſible Church may not at his own | 


| -. hi, . .. . . 
; orgs Miniſterial Officers alſo © ? 4. Such 


10, 17. |Departure is fatal and deſtruCtive to 
j Church ; for the ſame liberty one 


may | | 
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may - take, all may take *®. 5. It's 
Covenant breaking ; for every 
Church Member Covenants to the 
contrary f, 6. It tends to deſtroy 
totally the Relation between the 
7: MD 
Member's Uſurpation of, and ſteal- 
ing the Keys *®, 8. It's Schiſm in 
the higheſt degree. 9. There 1s as 
much reaſon for coming in at plea- 
ſure,as going out at pleaſure *, 10. It's 
a High Contempt of Chriſt and his 
Government }, 1 1. It's a grieving-of- 
fence to ſome, and a ſinning-Offence 


unto others ®. 12. It breats the ſtaff of | 


Beauty, and the ſtaff of Bonds ®. 13. It 
tends to Anarchy : And what Com-| 
munion bath Chriſt with Beltal®.? 14.It 
deſtroys what a Man hath formerly 
built P. 15 It expoſeth the Church- 
es and ways of Chrilt to the higheſt 
Scorn and Contempt 9%. 16. Such a 
Deſerter is a felo de ſe, and doth 
Disfranchiſe and Excommunicate 
himſelf *, 

$. 3 The Tranſlation of a Mem- 
ber of a Church is, when he goes 
from the Communion of one Church 
to the Communion of another oc- 
caſionally, or in order to abide. He 
goes Occaſionally only, when he ob- 
tains a Recommendation, being a 
Teſtimonial under the hand of the 
Paſtor or other Elders, that he 1s a 


| 


Member of ſuch a Church, walks as}. 


be- 


e ib.6, 67. 


f 12.445. 


gMat.9.36 


h Amos 6. 
123. 

2 $4. 1943 
I1Co0r.11 
Is, 1Cor. 
I2, 25, 


k Reve3e7, 


Mat. 7.12. 


| Fude 19, 
m KRom,16 
17. 

n Zach.11, 
10, I 4 

0 Mal.1.6 
1 Theſ. 4.8. 
Luk.10.16 


2Co0r.6.16 þ 


Pp Ga4.2.18 


'q 2Pet 2.2 


r Hoſ.13.9 
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la Ats 18, 


27» 
2 Cor. 3-1 


2 Rom. 16. 
I, 2. 


| Member asking the ſaid Diſmiſſion 


becomes the Goſpel, and is not un- 
der any Cenſure or Dealing for any 
Offence. This falls ſhort of a diſ- 
miſſion; for 1. It needs not any 
Vote of the Church, it being a Te- 
ſtimonial. 2. It needs not be di- 
rected to any particular Church, but 
to all it may concern. 3. There's 


no transferring of Church Mzmber- | 


ſhip. 4. Such takes place only when 


a Church-Member 1s called for a]: 


Seaſon only by Providence to com- 
municate with another Church, 
5. In Caſe there be no Elders 1n the 
Church, a Teſtimonial under the: 
Hands of ſome of the Brethren may 
be ſufficient =. 

8. 4. A Diſmiſſion, or Letter of Diſ- 
miſſion isthat which is wrote from one 
Churchto another, by the hand of the 
Elders (or incaſe ther's none, by ſome 
Brethren) by the conſent, and in the 
Name of the Chnrch ; wherein the 


and obtaining it, is diſcharged from 
his original Relation to that Church, 
and is transferred to the conſtant 
Communion, Watch and Care of the. 
other Church to which he is diſmiſ- 
ſed =. And in ſuch a Diſmiſſion theſe 
things are to be obſerved from the 
Nature of the thing it ſelf. 1. That 
the ſaid Brother diſmiſſed be not un- 
der the Cenſure or Dealing of the 
Church diſmiſſing him. 2, That 


the | | 


> AG PR EL ——_ 
- A "+ 2c. , + . nk & » 


— Y” C9 8 


——— 


'V 


i. 2 Du, 


SY © ww 1h 6 FT 


wo .o qv OO 0 Ow OO 11 7 


4A.;4...a4. 6 


SG LELAL 


;—2 - HAN 5 og 2 OT. 
* - -. - ©0- . 


4 
Lat ed 50 et 


| 


4 


Q 
: ” 


From Communion. 


the Letter of Diſmiſſion may be ei-! 
ther with or without Commendati- 
on, as the. Caſe may require, or the 
carriage of the ſaid Member hath bin, 
tho he hath not- bin under the Deal- 
ing of the Church for any cenſura- 
ble aftion : Many a good Mar prov- 
ing an 1 Church-Member (as ſuch 
an one may be an ill Husband) not 
carrying himſelf orderly and duely 
in his Relation. 3. That a Dil- 
miſſion be granted, either upon good 
Reaſon alledged by him, or upon 
his peremptory inliſting upon it, for 
the Peace of the. Church. 4. A 
Church-Member 1s not to be diſmiſ- 
{ed at large,to join to what Church he 


| pleaſes ; for 1. This is to diſmiſs him 


to himſelf, and not to a Church, the 
Church to which he is diſmiſſed be- 
ing not ſpecified. 2. To diſcharge 
him from the Watch and Care of 
one Church, and not to transfer him 


1to the Communion of another, is 


the putting him ont of all Church 
Commmnion, and therefore an in- 
terpretative Excommunication 2, 3.A 
Church may not diſmiſs a Member 
to them that it hath no Church Com- 
munion with, and therefore not to 
the wide World b. 4. As a Church 
is to watch over a Brother while 
he walks with it, ſo their Watch 
and Care ought to be extended to 
him when he departs, to ſee him 
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[to refuſe the granting of it ; for ſo 


or to the wide World, is to expoſe 
him to Temptation ; and according- 
ly many ſo diſmiſſed have caſt off 
all Chlrch-Watch, 
none at all ©. 


miſſed, but as a Non-Member to 
any Church, 7. It argues no ſmall 
diſregard to the Order of the Goſ- 
pel, to grant ſuch a Diſmiſſion, and 
likewiſe it becomes a great Reproach 
to the Church and Elders *. 

$. 5. A Church may in ſome Ca- 
ſes deny a Diſmiſſion asked. As 1. 
When the ſaid Brother 1s under 
Church Dealing. 2. When he de- 


World. 


Church : 
on to a Church of the ſame Order, 


it, and yet remains Peremptory 1n 
fuch Demand, the Church ought not 


to do, is 1. To keep a Man forci- 
bly, and to make the Church a Pri- 
ſon *, 2, It is to Lord it over God's 
Heritage Þ, 
ling-Block in his way, and to tempt 
him to rend himſelf off ſchiſmati- 
cally from the Church ©. 4. It's to 
deſtroy his Edification, for he canno, 


, and joined to[? 
6. No other Church|# 
can duely receive a Brother ſo diſ-|| 


fires only a Diſmiſſion at large to the}; 2 
3. When he asks a Diſ-}! 
miſſion to a Falſe or Heretical | F 
But if he ask a Diſmiſſi- 


and give no ſatisfactory reaſon for | | 


3. It is to lay a ſtumb-} | 
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edifie by Means. he is forceably kept. 


dangerous to the whole Church, 


F. 6. Some Churches, or pre-! 


tended at leaſt, that walk by their 
own Wills rather than by any of 
Chris Rules, will never grant a 
Diſmiſſion regularly to any. In 
ſuch Caſes a Regular Church is ne- 
ceſſitated to take ſuch Diſcharges 
of Members as an Irregular Church 
will give. And if upon the uſe of 
all due means they will grant none, 
the Church-Member ſo refuſed may 
join himſelf upon the terms of a 
non-Member, and ſo be admitted by 


7 [the more Regular Charch. 


F. 7. The management of the 


| {Keys in ſuch Caſes as have a ten- 


dency to excluſion from all Church 


| | Communion, are ſuch as look that 


{ [way by reaſon -of the falls and 


oftences of Church-Members; and 
ſo comprehend all due means that 
are to be uſed for the Recovery 
of ſuch as are fallen =, and that are 
to be taken in caſe of incorrigibleneſs. 

g. 8. Excommunication is by the 
uſe of the Keys in a Judicial Pro- 
ceeding of the Church in the Name 
of Chriſt, whereby a Perſon is ex- 


| [{luded and caſt out of Communion 


| G in 


ere 


under *. +. It's contrary to Chriſt's 4Fph. 4.16 | 
Golden Rule ©, 6, It may prove A152 


proving a Root 'of bitterneſs that may 7 ,,,, ., 
| linfe&t many F. | 
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a Fobn 9. 


22, 34» 
© 12. 42. 


a Mat. 18, 


| 17. 
1.1 C0r.5-4. 


: fa Fude 22, 


3 £07454 


23. 
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1 Cor... 


= all the Special Ordinances there- 
of =, 
 &. 9. Excommunication may be 
conſidered as dire, or more mnd:- 
re, DireQ is the ſentence of the 
Church in the Name of Chriſt, for 
the caſting out of an impenitent or 
notorious Sinner from Communion 
of the Church »; which is always to 
be underſtood of the Special Ord:- 
nances, for Publicans and Sinners are 
not exchuded from the Ordinances of 
general Communion, ſuch as Preach- 
ing and Praying; and Excommuni- 
cation puts a Perſon but into the 
condition of Publicans and Sinners in 
reſpe& of Ordinances. 

8 10. A Church ought not upon 
every ſlight occaſion to proceed un- 
to Excommunication of a Brother, 
but upon the account of Matters of 
great weight, wherein the Honour 
of Chriſt, the Purity of Ordinances, 
and the Soul of the Offender are 
concerned ; and ſuch offences do 
either call for immediate proceed- 
ing to this Sentence, or for a more 
gradual and mediate proceeding 
thereto =, 

S: 11. When the matter of fat} 
is moſt notorious and ſcandalous, 
paſt all Diſpute and publickly 
known =, then the Church is called 
immediately to proceed unto Cen-| 


— 


ſure ( notwithſtanding any preſent] 
© © figns 
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ſigns of Conviction and Remorſe) 
for the neceſſary Vindication -of 
the Glory of God, the Church, 
and their Holy Profeſſion, and- to- 
manifeſt their juſt indignation a- 
gainſt ſuch wickedneſs >. So as It 
were to ſnatch the Sinner as a fire- 
brand out of the fire,waiting for a well- 
grounded and tried evidence of his 
unfeigned ' Repentance under the 
Cenſure; the firſt and great End 
whereof is the Sinners Salvation, not 


his Deſtruction ©. 
| In caſe of Sins not ſo{8. 


8. 12. 
notorious, and more privately com- 
mitted, the Churches proceeding 
muſt be more gradual, by all en- 
deavours i the ſpirit of meekneſs, to 
reſtore ſuch an one to Repentance *, 
which being obtained, there's no 


to Cenſure. 
F. 13. And here Admonition is 
of great uſe, which is an holy, ten- 
der and wiſe Endeavour to convince 
the offending Party of matter of 
fat, and of the fin of it, with the 
aggravating 
ing, as alſo to lead him to his Du- 
ty thereupon, charging it _ his 
Conſcience in the ſight © 
with due application of the 


dition. And this belongs not to 
the Elders, in the firſt and ſecond 


| 


occaſion for further proceeding as 


circumſtances attend- | 


word 


of God which concerns his con-|. 


__ de-i 


a Matt, 19 
Is, 16,17 
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A 1 Theſ's 
12, 
Rom-15-14 
2 Theſ. 5. 
14+ 

Gal. 6.1. 
12Tim,g.25 
Heb.12.15 
a Matt. 18 


th Ibid. ve 
A 5, LO,17. 


[pentance of the offending. Party ; 


| And the Church by the Elders gives 


degrees of proceeding in this Caſe z 
but to all private Members in their / 
places, as matters may concern}. 
them,. and are known unto them 
more or leſs =, 8691 

F. 14. There are three degrees 
of Admonition *, firſt by a ſingle 
Brother or Siſter that 1s firſt ac- 
quainted-with, the Sin -. committed. 
The ſecond is upon the ,non-Re- 


whereupon, -the firſt Admoniſher 
[takes to him one or two more, and; 
admoniſheth the offender the ſe- 
cond time, . which Admonition ta- 
king no. effect, . the Church/is to 
be. acquainted with the offence : 


a. third Admonition, which if the 
Sinner receives not, but continues 
impenitent, the Church proceeds to 
Cenſure >», unleſs the Church ſee 
Teaſon' to wait longer. And it 
follows from hence, 

1, That every Church. Member 
tho of private capacity only, has 
ſomewhat to. do in his place, as 
well as the Elders ©. 

2. That in caſe of private offen- 
ces, It .3s prepoſterous to publiſh 
them, +6r acquaint the Elders there- 
with, before the two lower degrecs 
of Admonition are duely pro- 
ceeded in, and not heard by the 


Lan 


Offender. 
' 3, That 


| 
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3.. That when Matters come: to: 
the Elders Ears, all private pro-| 
ceedings ceaſe, and all things: are 
to be laid before the Church. 

4. When ' matters come before 
the Church, the Offendor rejecting 
the firſt and ſecond Publick Admo- 
nition at moſt, is to be jndged- 1n- 
corrigible ©, 

F. 15. This great Cenſure is to be 
proceeded to in this manner ; the 
Queſtion is put by an Elder, |Whe-- 
ther the Charch adjudge the perſon of- 
fending ( all due means having bin 
uſed according to the Rules of 
Chriſt) to be guilty of matter of fat? 
as charged, and remain incorrigible ? 
Which being anſwered in the Afer-- 
mative, the Judgment is fallen. in- 
to the Paſtor's or Elder's hand, as 
after the Verdi& of a. Jury, into the- 
hands of the Judge ; and. according- 


ly he goes on to paſs Sentence, 


as.the Duty of. his place requires. 
And firſt with much Solemnity, 
after he hath ' laid open. the Sin, 
with ſeveral aggravations, .he.ſhews 
likewiſe the Awful Nature. of this 
great Cenſure, and the main End 
thereof, . for the Salvation, and not 
the Deſtruction of - the Sinner, 'and 
accordingly. calls upon. God. for his 


gracious Preſence and Bleſling up- | 


on. this Sacred Ordinance, that the 


_— 


—  —— 


great end thereof may be obtained, 
| | G 3 {till 


d Tits 3; 
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till expreffing the deep ſence the 
Church hath of the Fall of this 
Brother, with great Humiliation of 
the Church, with remorſe for the 
Sin thus committed and perſiſted 
in 


Jeſus Chriſt before the Congrega- 
tion (whether the offending Bro- 
ther be preſent or withdrawn) the 


one (by Name) from the Union 
and Communion of the Church, de- 
claring the ſaid Excluſion carries 
in it the ſenſe of our Saviour, in 
ſaying He ſhall be as an Heathen 
Man and a Publican, and the 
full ſenſe of the Apoſtle's Charge 
to the Corinthians, to deliver up ſuch 
an one to Satan, &c. Which 1s no 
more than the putting him out of 
Communion of the Church the 
Kingdom of Heaven, into the 
World the Kingdom of Satan, for 
the humbling and breaking of him 


which is all that's meant by the 
deſtru@ion of the fleſh. 

$. 16 A Member thns judicially 
God - bleſſing this Ordinance, be 
and remorſe for it, with great 


Communion of the Church again, 


Laſtly, In the Name of the Lord| 


—T —_— 


—_— 


Elder cuts off and ſecludes ſuch an} | 


in the ſight and ſenſe of his fins, | 


[caſt ont, may through the Grace of] | 
brought to a great ſight of his Sin| | 


longing defires to return to the] | 


In 


—— 7. -..- 0 fw 


From Communion. 


be uſed to open the Door, and re- 
ceive the excluded Party into the 
Church again : Þ For after a 
full proof of the truth of the 
Sinner's Repentance, he is brought 
by the Elders to make his Publick 
and Solemn Manifeſtation of his 
deep Remorſe, &c. Which acknow- 
ledgment being received by the 
Church, with Ptisfaction and ten- 
der compaſſion towards him, he is 
by an Elder abſolved from the afore- 
ſaid Cenſure, and re-admitted into 
full Communion, with the great joy 
of the Congregation, and Expreſſj- 
ons of thankfulneſs unto God, Thus 
he.that was bound is now looſed. 

$. 17. Beſides this dire&# way 
of proceeding againſt an offending 
Member, there is another mnch of 
the like nature, which we call *- 
dire, becauſe the Church puts not 
the Party out of its Communion be- 
fore the Party hath ſecluded him- 
ſelf, and not . by any regular way; 


Rules of Order: For it is when a 
Church-Member, by reaſon of ſome 
offence taken at the Church, or 
ſome Member thereof not diſcharg- 
ing his own Duty, withdraws him- 


. elf, and ſeparates from the - Com- 


munion- of the Church. A Perſon 


In this Caſe, Chrilt's Keys are to | 


but indirectly and contrary to all|. 


having thus Excommunicated him- . 
G 4 ſelf, 


See Mat.- I... 


16, 19.- Þ* 


& 18.-18«j 7 
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ſelf, as It were, the: Church ought 


© [ought not to acquieſce therein ; but 


| 


by the Church to come-to its Com- 


to conſider what 1s thetr Duty, and 
though a. particular Member- (or 
more) hath uſurped to- himſelf the 
power of the Keys, the Church 


maintain that Power which Chriſt 
hath committed: to: it; and tho it 
cannot hinder the inordinateneſs of 
a Brother's unruly Paſſions, and un- 
governable Temper, when. God 


leaves him to it, but that he will run] 


away from the Church, rend himſelf 
off, breaking all Order and Cove- 
nant Obligations, in oppoſition to 
all fraternal endeavours to ſtay him: 
m the place that Chriſt hath ſet him 
in ; the Church is bound to ſhew and 
aſſert the power of Chriſt which he 


hath entruſted it with, and judici-| 
ally ſhut the Door and turn the] 


Key upon fo ſinful and diſorderly a 
Departer from them, declaring that 


he having ſinfully departed from thef 


Communion of that Congregation, 
he is no longer under its Care and 
Watch, and is not to return:to the 
Communion of the Church. as before, 
till he hath given fatisfaQtion to the 
Church. 

F. 18. Some ſpeak much of and 
practice a Cenſure of Suſpenſjon , 
when an offending Brother is forbid 


munion. in. the Lord's Supper, till 


—— 
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no..of .the Sin! . charged on- him, 


walk by : For till a Brother is ful- 
ly Convi&t before the Church, the 
Church hath no power to deprive 


belong to him. by reaſon of his 
Memberſhip, and while the Church 


guilty of the Sin of a particular 


Communion, becauſe a Brother (or 


Sin which they have nor yet con- 


the thing ; till both which is done 
in the Judgment of the Church, 


ing Convict and incorrigibvle, hef 
communication, and there 15 no room 


fon before Conviction 15 unjuſt, 
and Suſpenſion - after is needleſs, 
and comes ſhort of Chriſt's Inſtt- 
tntion; But” if to gratifhe ſome 
( through weakneſs ſtartled at the 
preſence of a ſuſpected, un-convia 
Perſon at the Lord's Supper, who 


.-appear- whether he be. guilty ory, 


-— 
5 


Our Lord -Jeſus Chriſt hath rf 
given .no ſuch Rule to Churches to] 


him of any Church-Priviledges that | 


Member, Hence Brethren {in great-| 
ly in withdrawing from a Church's} 


more) lyeth under the charge of ſome|- 
vinced him of before the Church,. 
either for the matter or Nature of} 
he 1s not Convict, nor can be ex-|| 
cluded from Ordinances ; but be-| 


is fully ripe for the Cenſure of Ex-|: 


tor Suſpenſion ; therefore Suſpen-}- 


1s under the Churci's dealing in 
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Th order to Conviftion) . the ſuſpe&- 
| ed Brother will forbear Commu-} 
| nion, it is to be lookt on as an 
at of his own, but no Cenſure of 
the Church. 
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CHAP. XIV. 
Of Communron of Churches. 


That there is Communion between 
Churches: Some things incommuni- 
cable in Churches : Some communt- 
cable, and what : Wherein Com- 
munion of Churches conſis: In 
Caſes of Difficulties and Differen- 
ces, what t5 to be done. 


FS. ws * jag Communion is of 

Members in particular in 
a Viſible Church, a Body. Politick 
or Corporate, which we have ſpo-| 
ken unto, It remains that ſome- 
thing be ſpoken of the Communion 
of thoſe Bodies, viz. Churches, be- 
tween whom there is a Vilible Com- 
munion. Andit is ſuch-a common 
participation of viſible Priviledges 
of the Means of - Grace in the inſ{ti- 
tuted Ordinances of Chriſt, and a 
mutual Communication of benefits, | 
as occaſion may ſerve, as 1s between | ' 
co-ordinate Bodies Politick, with-|- 
out infringement of their particular 
and appropriate Priviledges -limited 
to, and bounded within themſelves} . 
only. 
$. 2. The Priviledges of a parti- 
cular Church are to be conſidered in 


Communion of Churches, as incom- 
muni- 
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[municable, and as communicable.. 
They that are incommunicable are 


ſuch as one Church. cannot hand 


and overthrowing their own Con- 
ſtitution ; and they are ſuch as theſe, 

1. A Church chooſeth its own 
Elders and Deacons, but cannot 
chooſe either for another Church, 

2, Snch Miniſterial Officers being 
choſen, the relation ſtands firm be- 


choſe them, and they are not El- 
ders or Deacons to another Church ; 
the Paſtor and Deacon to the 
Church at Colsſs are not Paſtor and 
Deacon to the: Church of Epheſus. 

3. The doing of any A# which is 
inſeparably diſtinguiſhing to that 
Office Relation in the execution 
thereof, cannot be communicated or 
carried from Church to Church, 
As for Example, the Adminiſtra- 
tion of Seals, or uſe of the Keys 


to one Church cannot diſpence them 
in another, becauſe they are per- 
formed by vertue of his Office, that 
is limited to one Church ; nor can 
he transfer his relation, or the pro- 
per Adjuncts thereof, 

4. There is alio a peculiar Cor- 
poration-Relation. and Priviledge 
that a Brotber hath in the Church 


over to, or communicate: to- ano- 
ther, without breaking the Charter, 


tween them in the Church which. 


are ſuch acts ; therefore a Miniſter 


of 
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of which he- is a Member, and can; 
have neither in any other, where 
he 1s not an aGual Member : as Mem- 
berſhip in ſtated Fellowſhip under 
the Watch and Government of the 
faid Church ; this he hath no where 
elſe: Likewiſe, he can Vote and! 
give his Suffrage in any Church aQs, 
which he cannot do elſewhere. 
Wherefore one Church cannot have 
Communion with another in chooſing 
or ordaining Elders or Deacons, any 
further than to look on and be Eye- 
Witneſſes of what they do; nor in 
admitting or' caſting out of. Mem--: 
bers. 

5. There can be no Communion 
by way of mixing or conjoining| 
powers (as there cannot be of tranſ-} 
erring;) any more than the Corpo- 
ration of Briftol and Gloceſfter can 
mix and conjoin, their [Juridical 
Power, 

F. 3. But there are ſome things 
wherein Communion of Churches 
according to the Natnre of them 
doth conjiſt ; - as in Natural Bodies 
there are things and actions where- 
in they- can communicate to. each 0- 
ther, ſo far as isconiiitent with their 
Nature to commix or conjoin 3 but 
there are ſome things wherein its im- 
poſlible they ſhov1d.as in Senfſaiton,or 
in the uſe of the Senſes, we may hear, 
ſee, taſte, &c, with one ancther, but 


can 
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a Atts 18, 


|b Phil. 4. 
| 15» 


Jther, but this cannot be in Officers 


catinot transfer - our Hearing, Taſt- 
ing, Smelling or Seeing to one ano- 
ther. So in Bodies Politick, there 
are ſome things we can enjoy or 
participate of together, and can 
communicate to each other; - but 
there are others that we cannot. So 
it is in the Communion of Churches, 


Gifts and Graces, the exerciſe where- 
of are ſeparable from any particu- 
lar Relation that any one hath to a 
Church. Such things belong to ge- 
neral Communion, as to Expound, 
Preach and Pray, @c.. Theſe the Pa- 
ſtor of one Congregation may. ex- 
erciſe in another, without any con- 
ſideration of his Paſtoral 'Relation, 
only as one that is Gifted for ſuch 
Services to common advantage. 

2, There is Communion in coun- 
ſel and advice; and ſuch there was 
between the Church of Jer»/alem and 
that at Antioch 2, 

- 3. There is Communion between 
Churches in giving and in receivingd, 
4. There is Communion in reſpe& 
of Members, ſo as one may recom- 
mend or diſmiſs Members to ano- 


one Church cannot diſmiſs an Elder 
or Deacon, as ſuch, to another. 
Whatever Office a Man bears in a 
Church ( it's ſo in all Civil Corpo- 


rations) he cannot be diſmiſt with 
his 


ti. 
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his Office, but only as to his Mem- 
berſhip. The Mayor of Gloceſter 
may be transferred to Briſtol, and 
taken 1n a common Member, but 
cannot be transferred as Mayor to 
the Mayoralty of Briſtol, no not for 
one Sefſhions, Day or Hour. 

5. They may communicate with 
each other as to fraternal Entertain- 
ments 1n ſpiritual Feaſts, ſo far as to 
give each other the right hand of 
Fellowſhip, as to the Members 
of true Churches of Chriſt ; and hence 
the Members of one Church, as oc- 
caſion is, do partake in Ordinances 
with another, ſo far as Office-Rela- 
tion is not concern'd, So the Mem- 
ber of one Congregation partakes in 
the Lord's Supper with another; or 
brings his Child to be there baptized 
where the Paſtor is adminiſtring in 
his proper Place and Relation, But 
the Paſtor cannot come and admi- 
niſter either Seal in a Congregation 
to which he hath no Paſtoral Rela- 
tion, nor can be owned in any Paſto- 
ral a& there, The Paſtor himſelf 
may receive in a Neighbouring 
Church, as a Brother of another Con- 
gregation, but not as a Paſtor ; much 
leſs can he adminiſter there as a Pa- 
ſtor. It's one thing to communicate 
as a private Member, and another 
thing to diſpenſe as a Miniſterial Offi- 
cer. A Member of the Corporati- 
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on of one City, yea the, Mayor him- 
ſelf, may be received with much wel- 
come as an approved Member of . a 
Neighbouring Corporation at Feſti- 
val Entertainments, but mult not fit 


| 


Office, out of his Place, and out of 
his Power, whether the Mayor or 
chief Magiſtrate be alive or dead. So 
whether the Paſtor of a Church be 
alive or dead, the Paſtor to another 
Church hath nothing to do there as 
a Paſtor, 

$. 4. In Caſes of Difficulties and 
Differences ariſing in Chnrches, ma- 


gether, may by their Elders and Meſ- 
ſengers meet together to conſult and 
adviſe about the ſaid Matters, and 
report to the reſpedtive Churches, 
Howbeit theſe Aſſemblies,as ſuch, are| 
not truſted with any coercive Power| 
or Juriſdiction over the Churches,.to 
impoſe their determinations on them 
or their Officers, Beſides theſe occa- 
ſional Aſſemblies and Councils,there 
are not inſtituted by Chriſt any ſta-| 
ted Synods in a fixed Combination of| 
Churches or OCſhcers in leſſer or gr ea-l 
ter Aſſemblies ; nor are there any 
Synods appointcd by Chriſt by way 
of Subordination ta one another, 
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on the Bench there to do any act off | 


ny Churches holding Communion to-| 
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CHAP. XV. 
Of Maintenance of Miniſters. 


Chrift appointed the Support of Ordi- 
nances and Miniftry : That Mt- 
mters are to be maintained, prou-| 
ed from Chris Miſſion of the 
Diſcifles; And by the Dodrine 
of the ApoFtle Paul. 


& 1. HRIST Jeſus in his 1n- 

; finite Wiſdom having in- 
{tituted Churches, and external Mi- 
nifters and Ordinances in thoſe; 
Churches, hath alfo appointed ſuch} 
outward ways and means for the 
ſupport thereof, as is neceſſarily con- 
ducible to his Honour and Intereſt 
in his eſtabliſhed Worſhip ta the 
World ; and therefore hath ordain- 
ed Churches ſhould miniſter of their 
Temporals to. the upholding and 
maintaining of Spirituals, both Ordi- 
nances and Miniſtry, 

S.. 2, The Subje& which we ſhall 
chiefly ſpeak to now with much bre- 
vity is, To. prove that thoſe Miniſters 
who labour in the Word and Do(rine 
ought to be maintained in a competent 
manner by the Churches or People that | 
partake-of their labours, ſo far at least 
as they are able, And it T"—_—_ 
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'a Luke 10. 
'Z» 4 $o 

b Mat. 10. 
10, 

Luke 9. 
1, 3, 4s 


a 1 Tim,s. 
18, 


| $. 3. 1, In that Chriſt when he 
Ordained and ſent forth his firſt 
Preachers of the Goſpel, chargeth 
them not to go forth at their own 
Charges, both the Seyenty =, and the 
Twelve Þ, to make no Proviſion for 
themſelves, either Food, Raiment 
or Money, but into whatever Hovſe 


Drinking and Lodging ; 
they were not welcome and freely 
entertained, they were to ſhake off 
the d$t ' of their feet againſt them in 
deteſtation of them ; and he gives 
them likewiſe to underſtand, that he! 
ſent them not about as. Common 
Beggars, but that there was Moral! 
Juſtice in it that they ſhould be main-| 


| tained by the People to whom they 


Preached, for the Workman 15 worthy 
of bis Meat ©; nay, he tells them 
how dangerous it ſhall be to thoſe 
that refuſe them to ſave their Char- 
ges, It ſhall be more tolerable for S0- 
dom, &c. ©. 
SF. 4. 2. The Apoſtle Paul inſiſts 
much upon it as a Duty, that he 
ſaw the Churches were backward] 
enough to in his day, and would 
be more afterward. For 
He Argues from the Law of 
Nature and common Juſtice, Thou; 


ſhalt not muzzle the Ox, &c *, It's| 
an unnatural thing to ftarve the 
labouring Ox, and not ſuffer him 
| to 


they went, there to ſtay, Eating| 
and uf 
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to take now and then a Mouthful of 
the Corn he treadeth out : Again, 
he argues from common Jultice : 


The Day Labourer by the Rules of 


Commutative Juſtice, is to have his 
Hire: Again, he argues from the 


leſs to the greater, Doth God take care 
for the poor dumb Oxen », and doth he 


Wt take care for bis Ilabouring Mimt- 
di /icrs? And hetells us this was the 


Moral ſence of Moſes his Law, zot 
to muzzle the Ox, &Ccf. 


tion of all labourers in worldly 
dier, that goes not a Warfare at his 


Vineyard expeas Fruit thereof ; 
The Shepherd that feeds the Flock 


b 1Cor. 9. 


9s 


Again, he c Deut.25. 
argues from the reaſonable expeCta-,# "Y or, | 


9) 


expets to eat of the Milk 3 and 
the Plowman and Threſher ©. 

all theſe reaſonably expect outward 
ſubſiſtance from their labours, Why 
ſhould not he that labours in the Word 


argues by way of compariſon of 
Temporal and Spiritual things 'to- 
gether, ſhewing that ſpiritual things 
are much more worth than carnal; 
And hence faith, Jf we ſow to you 


we reap your carnal things ©? Again, 
he removes an Objettion that they 
would be apt to make from his own 
Example, and ſaith, That although be 
| too 


iP 


and Dodrine? Again, the Apoltle 


ſpiritual things, is it a great thing if 


If d 1 C979. 


Tz LOs 


C1 Cor. 9. 


II 


Rom-15-27 


k 


ii... al. 4” Aa 


| 
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fi Cor. 9. 
4z 5» 


g Ibid, v. 
| 13, 14+ 


ſhould live of the Goſpel 5. 


| Fook nothing of them for ſome ſpecia 
reaſons, yet be aſſured them that he hag 
power to do it as well as others *, im- 
plying that other Apoſtles. did take 
Maintenance. He Argues alſo from 
the praQtice under the Law by God's 
Appointment, That they which did 
miniſter about Holy Things, liv'd 
on the Temple and Altar, 


of his Miniſters about Holy Things 
in the days of the Goſpel, but 


an Ordinance; He hath Ordained, 
That they that Preach the Copel 


You will fay, Where did Chri 
Crdain it * It is enough if we be 
told ſo by an Inſpired Man, but 
it is eafie to ſee that he Ordained 
ſo at his firſt Miſſion of Goſpel- 
Preachers, the Twelve and the Se- 
venty. . Obj. Paul took nothing of the 
Corinthians. Ar. He tells us why, 
Upon the account of the Corinthi- 
ans and Falſe Teachers, That he 
would not' be cut off from his Tri- 
umph upon this account, to 5Fop 
their Mouths; but yet he: faith he 


| robbed other Churches, (1. e. he took 


more'-of- them than otherwiſe he 
would have done, - even what he 
ſhould have had of the Corinthians ) 
taking Wages of them to do the 
Corinthians {ervice ®. 


S. -4; 


—_— —— G__ —_— h— — 


and] 
that God hath not taken leſs care 


hath made Maintenance of Miniſters 


$. 5. It may be Enquired, /z 
m-fwhat Proportion the Maintenance of a 
ke Minter ought to be? The: Apo- 
omAitle calls it Wages, and therefore 
dM/tis the ſence of our Saviour and 
lidflthe Apoſtle too, That it ſhould 
be a comfortable Proviſion for 
ndſthemſelves and Families, according 
reſto that Way and Degree of Liv- 
ging which the generality of ſober 
| Pcople have to whom they Preach, 
FMthe Apoſtle telling us, Let bim 
bat is taught in the Word communi- 
pell cate to him that teacheth in all good 
things a, 

(0 Cbj. But it may be ſaid, How 
bell uch of all good things? I will give 
uti little enough. 

dil 4/7. The Apoſtle in the con- 
1-]Ftext ſays enough to ſtop Mens 
e-| Mouths here Þ, Let every Man 
bell prove bis ona Work, &c. immedi- 
7 [ately after the Text mentioned ©, 
;-\ Be not deceived, God 1s not mocked, 
[> CC. 

£ ObjeF. You will ſay, It ſeems to 
pli'* 4 low and Mean Thing for a 
el Preacher of the Goſpel to take Main- 
1 1c247ce, 
p 

- 

) 


Anſ. 1s any Ordinance of Chriſt 
low and Mean ? Doth he Ordain 
Low and Mean Things? And why 
did Chriſt himſelf take Mainte- 
nance, rather than provide for 
mhinſelf Miraculouſly ©? Much more 

might 


a Gal.6.6, 


b 1bid.v,4s 


c 16,v.7+8. | 


d Luke $.3 
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might be ſaid ; but this will be enough 
'to any one that hath any deference 
{for the Authority of the Scrip- 
tures, 


